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1 Abbreviations 


-kom (“-ком”) - ...-Committee 
-obkom (“-обком”) - ...-Oblast Committee 


AUCP(b) (“ВКП(б)”) - All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) (“Всесоюзную Коммунистическую партию 


(большевиков)”) 


ASSR (“ACCP”) — Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (“Автономная Советская Социалистическая Рес- 
публика”) 


CC (“ЦК”) - Central Committee (“Центральный комитет”) 

CEC (“ЦИК”) - Central Executive Committee (“Центральный исполнительный комитет”) 

CER (“КВЖД”) - Chinese Eastern Railway (“Китайско-Восточная железная дорога”) 

Cheka (“Чека”) – All-Russian Extraordinary Commission (“Всероссийская чрезвычайная комиссия”) 
CPSU (“KIICC”) - Communist Party of the Soviet Union (“Коммунистическая партия Советского Союза”) 


ECCI (“ИККИ”) - Executive Committee of the Communist International (“Исполнительный комитет Kom- 


мунистического интернационала”) 

САЦ (“ГАУ”) - Main Artillery Directorate (“Главное артиллерийское управление”) 
СКО (“ГКО”) - State Defense Committee (“Государственный комитет обороны”) 
Gosbank (“Госбанк”) - National Bank (“Государственный банк”) 


Gossnab (“Госснаб”) — State Committee for Material Technical Supply (“Государственный комитет по Ma- 


териально-техническому снабжению”) 

Gosplan (“Госплан”) – State Planning Committee (“Государственный плановый комитёт”) 

GUGB (“ГУГБ”) - Main Directorate of State Security (“Главное управление государственной безопасности”) 
GUSHOSDOR (“ГУШОСДОР”) – Main Directorate of Highways (“Главное управление шоссейных дорог”) 
INO (“ИНО”) - Foreign Department (“Иностранный отдел”) 

KGB (“КГБ”) - Committee for State Security (“Комитет государственной безопасности”) 


Komsomol (“Комсомол”ог ”ВЛКСМ”) – All-Union Leninist Young Communist League (“Всесоюзный Jie- 


нинский коммунистический союз молодёжи”) 

MGB (“МГБ”) - Ministry of State Security (“Министерство государственной безопасности”) 
МРК (“МНР”) - Mongolian People's Republic (“Монгольская Народная Республика”) 

MTS (“MTC”) - Machine tractor station (“Машинно-тракторная станция”) 

MVD (“МВД”) - Ministry of Internal Affairs (“Министерство внутренних дел”) 


NKGB (“НКГБ”) - People's Commissariat of State Security (“Народный комиссариат государственной без- 


опасности”) 
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* Narkomfin (“Наркомфин”) – People’s Commissariat of Finance (“Народный комиссариат финансов”) 


* Narkompros (“Наркомпрос”) — People’s Commissariat for Education (“Народный комиссариат просвеще- 


ния”) 


* Narkomtiazhprom (“Наркомтяжпром”) — People's Commissariat of Heavy Industry (“Народный комисса- 


риат тяжёлой промышленности”) 
* NKID (“НКИД”) - People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs (“Народный комиссариат иностранных дел”) 
* NKPS (*HKIIC") - People’s Commissariat of Railways (“Народный комиссариат путей сообщения”) 


e NKTP (“НКТП”) - See: Narkomtiazhprom 


e NKVD (“НКВД”) - People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (“Народный комиссариат внутренних дел”) 
* Obkom (“Обком”) - Oblast Committee (“Областной комитет”) 


* OGPU (“ОГПУ”) - Joint State Political Directorate (“Объединённое государственное политическое управле- 


ние”) 


e OKDVA (“ОКДВА”) – Special Red Banner Far Eastern Army (“Особая Краснознамённая Дальневосточная 


армия”) 
* РВ (“ПБ”) - Politburo (“Политбюро”) 


* РСС (“КПК”) - Party Control Commission (“Комиссия партийного контроля”) (1934-1952), Party Control 
Committee (“Комитет партийного контроля”) (1952-1990), also known as the Central Control Commission 
of the CPSU (“Центральная контрольная комиссия КПСС”) (1923-1934, 1990-1991) 


* PCD (“НКО”) - People's Commissariat of Defense (“Народный комиссариат обороны”) 
* PMO (“POW”) - Polish Military Organization (“Polska Organizacja Wojskowa") 
* PPS (“PPS”) – Polish Socialist Party (“Polska Partia Socjalistyczna") 


* RGANI (“РГАНИ”) - Russian State Archive of Contemporary History (“Российский государственный архив 


новейшей истории”) 


* RSFSR (“РСФСР”) - Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (“Российская Советская Федеративная 


Социалистическая Республика”) 
* SNK (“СНК”) - Council of People's Commissars (“Совет народных комиссаров”) 
* SPD (“СПО”) - Secret Political Department (“Секретно-политический отдел”) 
* SSR (“CCP”) - Soviet Socialist Republic (“Советская Социалистическая Республика”) 
* TASS (“ТАСС”) - Telegraph Agency of the Soviet Union (“Телеграфное агентство Советского Союза”) 


* UkSSR (“УССР”) - Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (“Украинская Советская Социалистическая Респуб- 


лика”) 
* USSR (“СССР”) - Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (“Союз Советских Социалистических Республик”) 
* VChK (“ВЧК”) - See: Cheka 


* YCI (“КИМ”) - Young Communist International (“Коммунистический интернационал молодёжи”) 
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2 Document Body 


Results of the investigation into the causes of repression and the circumstances of po- 
litical processes in the 1930s: Records of the Commission of the Presidium of the CPSU 
Central Committee addressed to the Presidium 

[Published no later than February 18, 1963]! 


Preface 


In accordance with the Resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee (CC) of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union (CPSU) of January 19, 1962, we submit records which summarize the materials of the 
verification of the 1934-1938 trials of the "Leningrad Terrorist Zinoviev Center" (“Ленинградский террористи- 
ческий Зиновьевский центр”), “Moscow Center of the Counterrevolutionary Zinoviev Organization” (“Москов- 
ский центр контрреволюционной зиновьевской организации”), "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center" (“Объединен- 
ный троцкистско-зиновьевский центр”), “Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" (“Антисоветский троцкистский центр”), 
" Anti-Soviet Fascist Military Plot" (“Антисоветский фашистский военный заговор”) and “Anti-Soviet Right-Trot- 
skyist Bloc" (“Антисоветский право-троцкистский блок”) and facts of gross violations of socialist legality relating 
to the period of Stalin's personality cult.? 

The question of violations of the rule of law is discussed only in relation to the unfounded repressions on 
political charges carried out after December 1, 1934. 

The records are based on the materials of the aforementioned trials and inspections, documents in the 
archives of the CPSU CC and local Party bodies, the Supreme Soviet and Council of Ministers of the USSR, 
state security agencies and other institutions, as well as statements by former employees of state security agen- 
cies, prosecutors, courts, Party and Soviet apparatus. 


In the early 30's, the Soviet people under the leadership of the Communist Party made significant progress in 
the implementation of the Leninist plan to build socialism in the USSR. 

Asa result of the first five-year plan, a powerful industry was created in the Soviet Union. The national econ- 
omy of the country was provided with material and technical basis which ensured the completion of technical 
reconstruction of all its branches using the new technology. The collective farm system won in the countryside. 
The Soviet power had a solid socialist base in the agriculture. The offensive of socialism on the whole front 
was crowned with complete success. The socialist sector became undividedly dominant in all branches of the 
national economy. The foundations of socialism were built in the country. 

In the process of collectivization, the last and most numerous exploiting class in the country, the kulaks, 
was largely liquidated. The question posed by Lenin at the beginning of the New Economic Policy, ^who - to 
whom," was resolved in favor of socialism. The collective farm peasantry became a solid pillar of Soviet power. 
The social base of the dictatorship of the proletariat expanded and strengthened. The alliance of the working 
class and the peasantry strengthened on the basis of common interests in the construction of socialism. 

The international prestige of the Soviet Union grew. Its economic independence from the capitalist world 
was strengthened. The defense power of the country was growing. 

All this pointed to the victory of the Party's general line — the realization of the Leninist plan to build 
socialism in the USSR. 

The successes of industrialization and construction of collective farms were the result of the tremendous 
organizational and political work of the whole Party, the selfless work of the working class, the poor and middle- 
class masses of the peasantry and the Soviet intelligentsia. The main burden in the struggle for the general line 
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of the Party, for the realization of the socialist reconstruction of the country, was shouldered by the Leninist 
cadres of the Party. The successes achieved in socialist construction were made possible by the ideological and 


organizational unity of the ranks of the Party on the basis of the general line it had developed. 


During the period of building socialism, the Communist Party waged a fierce struggle against the various 
anti-Leninist currents and groups fiercely resisting the Party's general line. After Lenin's death, the Trotskyist- 
Zinoviev opposition openly opposed Lenin's teachings on the possibility of building socialism in our country. 
In order to seize power and change Leninist party policy, the Trotskyists tried to create their own party, staging 
secret gatherings, illegally printing and distributing their opposition materials, openly speaking with their 
program at Party and workers' meetings and organizing a street demonstration on November 7, 1927. 

By 1930, the Party had done away with all anti-Leninist groups in its ranks. At the XV Congress, the Party 
ideologically and organizationally defeated the anti-Party Trotskyist-Zinoviev bloc, whose mastermind was 
Trotsky. Active members of this bloc were expelled from the Party and removed from all positions of respon- 
sibility and Trotsky was sent abroad in 1929. By the end of 1929, the Party had ideologically defeated and 
isolated a group of right-wing opportunists led by Bukharin, Tomsky and Rykov, whose line led to capitulation 
to kulak-capitalist elements and to the disruption of socialist construction. Under criticism, the rightists aban- 
doned their views, accepted the correctness of the Party's general line, were retained in the Party and continued 


to occupy positions of responsibility in the state. 


At the XVI Party Congress in the summer of 1930, which went down in history as the congress of the unfolding 
offensive of socialism across the entire front, there were no opposition groups or opposition speeches. The 
Congress demonstrated the monolithic nature of the ranks of the Party. It summed up the struggle against 
opposition groups in the Party. In connection with the unbridled slanderous campaign against the USSR and 
the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) (AUCP(b)) launched by Trotsky abroad, the XVI Party Congress 
stated that Trotskyism had slipped entirely into counterrevolutionary, Menshevik positions. At the same time, 
the congress stressed that the main danger in the Party remained the rightist wing, which objectively repre- 
sented the agency of the kulaks in the Party, and pointed to the incompatibility of its views with membership 
in the AUCP(b). 

By this time, most of the Trotskyists and Zinovievites who had been expelled from the Party, almost all the 
leaders of the former Trotskyist-Zinoviev bloc, including Zinoviev and Kamenev, who had openly denounced 
the Trotskyist platform and recognized the correctness of the AUCP(b) general line, had been reinstated in the 
Party. Many of them worked honestly in the Party and participated in socialist construction. 

The former opposition members who were restored to the Party were constantly within the field of vi- 
sion of the Party organizations. The most active of them were systematically monitored by the state security 
organs. According to available materials, there was no evidence of the existence in 1930-1934 of illegal coun- 
terrevolutionary organizations consisting of former members of anti-Party groups. Only cases of anti-Soviet 
demonstrations by individual bitter opposition members were noted. 

Despite the fact that the “who-whom” question in the country had been largely resolved in favor of social- 
ism, the kulaks as a class had been eliminated and thus the sharpness of the class struggle had largely receded, 
Stalin, in his report to the Plenum of the CC and the CC in January 1933, made the erroneous thesis, stating 
that "the growing power of the Soviet state will strengthen the resistance of the last remnants of the perishing 
classes" and that "they will pass from one form of scumbaggery to other, more drastic forms." One form of 
these remnants of the hostile classes, Stalin said, waas sabotage in the public economy. "On this ground," said 


Stalin, "broken groups of the old counterrevolutionary parties of the social-revolutionaries, the Mensheviks, 
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the bourgeois nationalists of the center and the outskirts may revive and stir up, fragments of counterrevolu- 
tionary elements from the Trotskyists and right-wing deviationists ... All this must be kept in mind if we are 
to put an end to these elements quickly and without major casualties" (Сталин. “Вопросы ленинизма,” издание 
11, erp. 430). 


By the XVII Congress of the AUCP(b), which was held in January 1934, the personality cult of Stalin was 
gradually taking shape. It manifested itself in the fact that Stalin's name was associated with all the successes 
of the Party and the people in building socialism. Stalin increasingly departed from Leninist norms of Party 
life, violated the principle of collective leadership, escaped the control of the highest organs of the Party and 
placed himself above them, detached from the masses. The negative traits of his character, to which Lenin had 
pointed in his time, also began to emerge more clearly: rudeness and tactlessness in relation toward leading 
Party workers, intolerance of criticism and administration. 

The abnormal situation created by the cult of personality had serious consequences for the Party and the 
state leadership. 

Most strongly and in its ugliest form, the personality cult of Stalin affected the state of law and order in the 
country. Stalin's personality cult and the situation created in connection with it gave rise to gross violations of 
the rule of law and unjustified mass repressions. Stalin's arbitrariness caused and encouraged the arbitrariness 
of others. Mass unsubstantiated repressions, executions without trial or normal investigation led to the death 


of a large number of innocent communists and non-Party activists. 


2. The villainous murder of Kirov S. M. and the unjustified repressions against former 
Zinovievites and Trotskyists 


On December 1, 1934, at 4:30 p.m., Sergey Mironovich Kirov, one of the most prominent figures of the Commu- 
nist Party and the Soviet State, Politburo (PB) member, secretary of the AUCP(b) CC, member of the Presidium 
of the USSR Central Executive Committee (CEC) and secretary of the Leningrad Oblast Party Committee, was 
assassinated in Leningrad. The villainous murder of S. M. Kirov was committed by Nikolaev L. V., who was 
detained at the scene of the crime. 

Stalin used this murder as a pretext to organize reprisals against ideological opponents represented by for- 
mer opposition members and honest Party and state cadres undesirable to him. The numerous arrests that 
followed the murder of Kirov marked the beginning of mass unjustified repressions and gross violations of 


socialist law in the country. 


Mass repression and lawlessness were greatly facilitated by a resolution of the USSR CEC on December 1, 
1934. "On procedures for dealing with the preparation or commission of terrorist acts" (“О порядке ведения 
дел о подготовке или совершении террористических актов”), which clearly contradicted the USSR Constitution 
and the principles of socialist law.? 

The resolution, later referred to as the "Law of December 1, 1934" (“Законом or 1 декабря 1934 года”), was 
hurriedly drafted on Stalin's initiative within hours of the Kirov murder report, when only the name of the 
murderer and the individual circumstances of the crime were known. As evidenced by a December 1, 1934 
entry in Stalin's reception book, at the time this message was received, Molotov, Kaganovich, Voroshilov, Zh- 
danov and others were in Stalin's office.* The enactment of the Law of December 1 was formalized by a decree 
of the Presidium of the CEC of the USSR, adopted by poll, only two days later. This decree was not submitted 
for discussion and approval by the session of the CEC of the USSR, as required by the Constitution, although 
it functioned as an all-union law until April 1956. 
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The December 1, 1934 law directed that investigations into terrorist organizations and terrorist acts be com- 
pleted within ten days, that such cases be tried in court without the participation of the prosecution and de- 
fense, that convicted persons not be allowed to appeal against them, and that death sentences be carried out 
immediately after they were announced in court. 

This law placed the organs of NKVD in conditions in which they were, in fact, unable to investigate in depth 
and thoroughly such difficult cases as terrorist cases and inevitably made serious mistakes in doing so. This 
abnormal situation was exploited by all kinds of adventurists, careerists and other dishonest elements who had 
infiltrated the NKVD agencies and who, instead of determining the facts and establishing the objective truth 
in investigative cases, used illegal methods of influence on those arrested and tried to coerce confessions of 
terrorist activities from them. Many prosecutors and judges lowered the quality of investigations and began to 
authorize arrests and issue harsh sentences based on seemingly flawed materials. 

The deprivation by the “Law of December 1, 1934,” of the right of appeal and the right to petition for par- 
don for convicted persons created a climate of uncontrollability. The immediate execution of death sentences 
precluded any possibility of verifying the validity of the charges even in cases where the defendant at the trial 
recanted his "confessions" and convincingly refuted the charges brought against him. 


2.1.1 Falsification of the Cases of the "Leningrad Terrorist Zinoviev Center" and the "Moscow Center of 


the Counterrevolutionary Zinoviev Organization" 


In the morning of December 2, 1934, Stalin, Molotov, Voroshilov, Zhdanov, Yezhov and Kosarev arrived in 
Leningrad in connection with the murder of S. M. Kirov, as did a large group of operatives of the NKVD of the 
USSR, headed by Commissar Yagoda and his deputy Agranov. 


Upon arriving in Leningrad, Stalin and the commission members who came with him reviewed some of the 
investigation materials and questioned the terrorist Nikolaev. They were also acquainted with operational 
material on individuals who had previously been investigated by the NKVD on suspicion of terrorist activity, 
operational files on former Trotskyists, Zinovievites and members of other opposition groups. In all these files, 
there was no evidence of Nikolaev's involvement in opposition groups. There was only information that earlier 
he was acquainted, and only in service, with some active former Zinovievites. Nikolaev, who was interrogated 
after his arrest, also did not give any evidence of any participation in the opposition, or any connection with 
the opposition. There was no data about it in the Party archives in Leningrad either. NKVD workers were at 
first inclined to regard Kirov's murder as an action committed by Nikolaev at the behest of foreign intelligence 
or the White Guard underground. 

Despite the lack of materials about Nikolaev's ties with the opposition, Stalin suggested that NKVD work- 
ers look for accomplices of the terrorist Nikolaev among the Zinovievites. Yezhov spoke about receiving this 
instruction from Stalin in his speech at the February-March Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) in 1937. Re- 


counting how the investigation into Kirov's murder was conducted, Yezhov stated: 


‘First of all’, - began Comrade Stalin. As I remember now, he summoned me and Kosarev and said: 
'Look for murderers among the Zinovievites.' I have to say that functionaries of the KGB were in 
disbelief and took insurance here and there along another line, along a foreign line, just in case — 
it was possible that something might jump out (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 33, инв. No. 6, опись ВІ/І, л. 
145-146).5 


Later, in connection with the transfer of cases to the NKVD of the USSR in a personal letter to Stalin on 
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February 5, 1939, Yezhov, returning to this issue, wrote: 


With all the shortcomings of the investigation into the murder of S. M. Kirov ... I fulfilled your order 
to look for an enemy among the Zinovievites, while the Chekists were trying to shift the matter to 
foreign intelligence and leave it at that (Apxus IIK KIICC, No. 114470 or 10.11.1939 r.). 


Returning from Leningrad, Stalin continued to spread his unsubstantiated version. He summoned the editors 
of Pravda and Izvestia, Mekhlis and Bukharin, and announced to them that Nikolaev was a Zinovievite." On 
this occasion, Bukharin, not yet arrested, in a statement to the CC of the AUCP(b) of January 12, 1937, wrote: 


I knew the very next day, if I am not mistaken, that Nikolaev was a Zinovievite: about both the 
name and the Zinovievite brand I was informed by Comrade Stalin when he summoned me to the 


РВ... (Материалы проверки дела “Ленинградского центра, т. 2, л. 165).? 


Bukharin also testified to this the next day during a confrontation with Radek in the Politburo of the CC 
of the AUCP(b), and Stalin, who was present, did not object to Bukharin's statement, but specified that "it was 
most likely on the eighth day."? 

Subsequently, Stalin, who was monitoring the progress of the investigation into the murder of Kirov, insisted 
that the NKVD organs carry out his instructions. He left Yezhov, who was then secretary of the AUCP(b), to 
direct the investigation in Leningrad. During the investigation, 260 reports of interrogations of detainees and 
a considerable quantity of special messages were sent to Stalin. 

By carrying out the order of Stalin, the Soviet NKVD officers Yagoda, Agranov, Mironov, Lushkov, Dmitriev, 
as direct supervisors and organizers of the preliminary investigation, using methods of provocation, blackmail 
and deception, did everything to artificially connect the murder of Kirov with the activities of the Zinoviev 
opposition, to create "evidence" of the existence in Leningrad and Moscow of underground Zinoviev organi- 


zations and of Nikolayev's membership in them. 


There is data in the archival investigative files and in the materials of additional verification that Nikolaev was 
a person with an unbalanced psyche and a morbid tendency to magnify his personality. This is confirmed, in 
particular, by Nikolaev's diaries, testimony of his mother during the investigation in 1934, Nikolaev's medical 
examination at the "Red Arsenal" facility in 1926, and testimony of persons who came into direct contact with 
Nikolaev after his arrest. In March 1934, for refusing to participate in the Party mobilization for transportation, 
the basic Party organization expelled Nikolaev from the Party and dismissed him from the Leningrad Institute 
of History of the AUCP(b), where he worked as an instructor. Although the decision of the primary Party 
organization to expel Nikolaev from the Party was not approved by higher Party organs, and Nikolaev was 
reprimanded, according to his letters and diaries, he felt he had been unfairly sentenced to unemployment, 
defamed, and shunned from the Party. 

Also noteworthy is the fact that Nikolaev possessed firearms and was detained by the NKVD for suspicious 
behavior on the Kirov route around Leningrad. For example, when detained on October 15, 1934, he was 
taken to the operative department of the UNKVD of Leningrad oblast, from where he was released without 
any consequences for him. On December 1, 1934, after infiltrating Smolny on December 1, 1934, Nikolaev 
assassinated Kirov in the corridor of the Party Oblast Committee (Obkom) with a revolver shot to the back of 
the head. 

In the S. M. Kirov's murder case, there are several unclear issues. These are primarily questions about 
the organization of Kirov's bodyguard, the death of security officer Borisov, the detention by NKVD officers 
of Nikolai before the murder and others. All these circumstances are now the subject of a special investigation.’ 
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From the materials of the case and inspection, it is clear that one of the reasons for the arrest of the so-called 
accomplices of Nikolaev was a report of NKVD officer Katsafa, who was guarding Nikolai in his prison cell. In 
this report, written on December 4, 1934, he reported to Agranov that Nikolaev allegedly said the following 


words in a dream: 


If they arrest Kotolinov, you need not worry, he is a strong-willed man; but if they arrest Shatsky — 


he is a minnow, he will give up everything (Архив КГБ при CM CCCP, д. No. OB-5, т. 1, л. 39). 


Despite the apparent absurdity and senselessness of both these words, and the report itself, Agranov imme- 
diately telegraphed to Stalin that by “undercover” means, Nikolaev's "best friends" were determined — former 
Trotskyist Kotolinov and a former anarchist Shatsky, “from whom he had learned a lot" (Архив КГБ, арх[ивное] 
следственное дело No. 100807, т. 15, л. 221-222). 

Soon, Kotolinov and Shatsky, who were actually former Zinovievites, were arrested, and testimony was 
received from Nikolaev that his connection with these people had influenced his decision to kill Kirov. 

Since then, mass arrests of former Zinovievites and members of some other past opposition groups began in 
Leningrad, Moscow and other cities. On December 16, 1934, former Zinoviev opposition leaders G. E. Zinoviev 
and L. B. Kamenev were arrested and deported to Leningrad. 

Through deception, blackmail, promises of life imprisonment and privileged conditions of Nikolaev's de- 
tention (better food prepared outside the prison, fruit, sweets, premium cigarettes), NKVD officers during the 
investigation forced Nikolaev to give false testimony about the involvement of the Zinoviev opposition in the 
murder of Kirov and about the group of former Zinovievites arrested in the case. In particular, evidence was 
obtained from Nikolaev that he was allegedly a Zinovievite, a member of an underground terrorist group con- 
sisting of former Zinovievite oppositionists, which was responsible for the terrorist act against Kirov. From him 
they also received evidence of a criminal connection between their group and the Latvian Consul in Leningrad, 


Biseneks. 


The NKVD organs also took advantage of the fact that most of them had participated in the Zinovievite oppo- 
sition in the past to incriminate those arrested. 

Thus, Kotolynov, Shatsky, Rumyantsev, Levin, Myasnikov, Mandelstam, Sositsky, Khanik, Zvezdov, Antonov 
and Tolmazov were active Zinovievites in 1926-1928, engaged in anti-Party factional activity and spoke at var- 
ious meetings in defense of the opposition, Kotolinov, Rumyantsev and Tolmazov, in addition, were leaders of 
the opposition in the Leningrad All-Union Leninist Young Communist League (Komsomol). During the XV 
Congress of the AUCP(b) and afterwards, Kotolynov, Levin, Rumyantsev, Shatsky, Mandelstam, Myasnikov, 
Sositsky and Khanik were expelled from the Party, while Antonov, Zvezdov and Tolmazov were subjected to 
Party penalties for active opposition activity. In 1928-1929, due to their resignation from the opposition, all of 
the aforementioned individuals, except Shatsky, were reinstated into the Party. However, even after the Party 
defeated the Zinoviev opposition, Rumyantsev, Levin and others, meeting from time to time, sometimes en- 
gaged in anti-Party talks, advocated the return of Zinoviev and Kamenev to the Party leadership, and sharply 
criticized in a narrow circle the activities of Stalin and some other leaders of the Party and the Soviet state. This 
behavior was known to the Party and state security organs, and the question of even arresting some of these 
people was raised, but this was refrained from, especially since S. M. Kirov opposed the arrest. 

Using these past mistakes of the arrested, the investigation succeeded in getting them to admit their moral 
and political responsibility for the terrorist act committed by Nikolaev as an alleged Zinovievite. In addition, 
unspecific and contradictory testimony was obtained from some of those arrested about the existence of un- 
derground centers of the Zinoviev opposition in Leningrad and Moscow and about their participation in the 
activities of these centers. 
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Based on the case materials and verification, only Nikolai's accusation of committing an act of terrorism is 
substantiated. Other charges against those arrested in the "Leningrad Center" (“Ленинградского центра”) case 
were not objectively confirmed by the investigation, and the confession of moral and political responsibility 
did not contain any corpus delicti at all. Nevertheless, it was decided to terminate the investigation of the case 


and hold a trial in Leningrad. 


On December 21, 1934 Stalin received Yagoda and Agranov, the chairman of the Military Collegium of the 
USSR Supreme Court Ulrich, the USSR Prosecutor Akulov and his deputy Vyshinsky on the completion of 
the investigation, organization and conduct of the trial.!! At the same time, Yagoda and Agranov submitted to 
Stalin a draft press report on the results of the investigation and the transfer of the case to the USSR Prosecutor's 
Office for drawing up an indictment and sending it to court. 

Stalin ruled twice on the text of the draft press report. He personally excluded Antonov and Zvezdov 
from the "Leningrad Center" and inscribed Rumyantsev and Nikolaev, although none of the arrested called 
Nikolaev a member of the "center" and he himself did not give such testimony. Further, Stalin, contrary to the 
materials of the case, put the main role in the organization of the terrorist act on the "center" by writing that 
"the murder of Comrade Kirov was committed by Nikolaev on behalf of the terrorist underground 'Leningrad 
Center." " Of the 23 people arrested listed in the draft, Stalin selected 14 for trial: Nikolaev І. V., a member 
of the AUCP(b) since 1924; Kotolinov I. I., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1921, a student at the Leningrad 
Industrial Institute, former secretary of the Vyborg District Komsomol Committee and member of the CC 
of the AUCP(b); Rumyantsev V. V, a member of the AUCP(b) since 1920, who worked in Leningrad as an 
accountant, former secretary of the Komsomol CC and the Leningrad Komsomol City Committee; Shatsky 
N. N., an engineer who was a member of the AUCP(b) from 1923 to 1928; Khanik L. O., a member of the 
AUCP(b) since 1920, deputy director of the institute; Mandelstam S. O., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1917, 
head of the Gipromez sector; Levin V. C., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1917, a pharmacist; Myasnikov N. 
P., member of the AUCP(b) since 1917, deputy head at the organizational department of the Leningrad City 
Council; Tolmazov A., AUCP(b) member since 1919, deputy director of the "Krasniy Putlovets" Plant, former 
secretary of the Leningrad Komsomol City Committee and member of the Presidium of the Komsomol CC; I. 
G. Yuskin, member of the AUCP(b) since 1925, a student at the Leningrad Industrial Academy; G. V. Sokolov, a 
member of the AUCP(b) since 1931, a student at the Leningrad Naval Academy; V. I. Zvezdov, a member of the 
AUCP(b) since 1923, a student at the Leningrad Industrial Institute; М. S. Antonov, a member of the AUCP(b) 
since 1922, a student at the Leningrad Industrial Institute. 

Stalin crossed out the names of Zinoviev, Kamenev, Yevdokimov, Bakaev and others, who were later con- 
victed in the Moscow Center case, from the draft report presented to him in print. He summarized the final 


part of the report as follows: 


All these individuals were expelled from the Party at various times for belonging to the former 
anti-Soviet Zinoviev opposition, and most of them were reinstated as Party members after officially 
declaring full solidarity with Party policy and Soviet power, while Nikolaev, expelled from the 
Party in early 1934 for violation of Party discipline, was restored two months later because of his 
statement of remorse (Архив ЦК КПСС, дело rp. 9-JI/1-6, л. 295). 


In reality, the accused Nikolaev, Sokolov and Yuskin did not belong to the Zinovievite opposition. More- 


over, Antonov, Zvezdov, Tolmazov, Sokolov and Yuskin were never expelled from the Party. 


On December 25, 1934, the draft indictment drawn up in accordance with these guidelines by Stalin in the 
“Leningrad Center” case was submitted to the CC and approved by the Politburo on the same day. 
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In court, the case was considered with gross violations of legality and in a simplified manner. During 
the court session the indictment was not announced, the motions of the accused to get acquainted with the 
investigation materials and other legal demands were not considered. Terrorist Nikolaev was interrogated in 
the absence of the other defendants and was asked leading questions. Other elementary rules of legal procedure 
were also violated. The NKVD officers were specially preparing the defendants for the testimonies they would 
give in court. Thus, during the trial Nikolaev was constantly accompanied by NKVD officers, who were related 
to the investigation and kept him in hopes that he would be saved and his punishment would be lenient. 
According to several witnesses, when verdict about execution was pronounced, Nikolaev cried out that he was 
cruelly cheated, cursed investigator Dmitriev and banged his head against the railing (Leningrad Center case 
verification materials, v. 1; KGB Archive, v. 1, No. OV-5). 

In their explanations to the Party Control Committee (PCC) under the CPSU CC in 1961, former members 
of the Military Collegium of the USSR Supreme Court Matulevich, Goryachev and the secretary of the trial 
Butner, who directly participated in the Leningrad Center case, indicated that the sentence in this case had 


been written in advance in Moscow. When questioned in 1956 on this matter, Matulevich testified: 


Verdict from above. We did not write the verdict in Leningrad. It was written in advance and agreed 
on with the court... The draft verdict was typed on a typewriter. As for the sentence, it was added 
to the verdict after Ulrich's conversation with Stalin... Ulrich stated that the means of punishment 
according to Stalin’s instructions should all be – execution (Архив КГБ, д. No. ОВ-5, т. 1, л. 47-48). 


Although the charges against the defendants, with the exception of Nikolayev's accusation of Kirov's murder, 
were not objectively confirmed by the court, the Military Collegium sentenced all of them to execution on 
December 29, 1934. 

Verification showed that the Nikolaev's crime under Article 58-8 of the RSFSR Criminal Code (terrorist act) 
was correctly classified by the investigation and the court. All other persons convicted in this case were un- 
reasonably accused of establishing an underground terrorist group of Zinovievs, of preparing and committing 
a terrorist act against Kirov. The former Latvian consul in Leningrad, Biseneks, was also not involved in the 


murder of Kirov. 


At the same time as the "Leningrad Center" case, another case was created and falsified against Zinoviev, 
Kamenev and others, which was later named the "Moscow Center of the Counterrevolutionary Zinoviev Or- 
ganization." 

On 23 December 1934, that is, two days after Stalin had determined the defendants in the "Leningrad 
Center" case, an announcement was published in the press about the transfer of the case against Zinoviev, 
Kamenev and others to the Special Board under the NKVD of the USSR in view of "the lack of sufficient data 
to bring them to trial." In reality, however, this was misinformation of public opinion, since the case against 
them was not referred to the Special Board and the "investigation" into it continued. 

The investigation of Zinoviev, Kamenev and others was conducted in a biased, tendentious and accusatory 
manner. NKVD workers adhered to the version put forward by Stalin about the murder of Kirov by Zi- 
novievites, using deception, persuasion of arrested persons and other means of falsification to substantiate 
it. 

Referring to the methods of the investigation of this case, former Deputy People's Commissar of Internal 
Affairs Agranov, in his report at the operative meeting of the NKVD of the USSR on February 3, 1935, said: 


Our tactic of crushing the enemy was to bump heads with all these scoundrels and to get them to 
fight each other. And this task was difficult. 
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It was necessary to rearrange them because all these traitors were closely knit together by a 
decade of struggle with our Party. We dealt with seasoned double-dealers, highly experienced 
swindlers. 

During the investigation, we succeeded in ensuring that Zinoviev, Kamenev, Yevdokimov, Sa- 
farov, Gorshenin and others really bumped heads (Материалы проверки дела “Московского центра”, 
т. 3, л. 48). 


During the investigation, unspecific and contradictory testimony was received from some of the arrested per- 
sons about the existence of a Moscow counterrevolutionary Zinoviev Center and about its connections with the 
"Leningrad Center." The investigation had no objective data on this, although from 1927 onward the NKVD 
agencies actively monitored the leaders of the former Zinoviev opposition and carried out other operational 
activities. 

Those arrested in the case of "Moscow Center" ("Московского центра”) were systematically implanted with 
the idea that Nikolaev was a member of the Zinovievite opposition and was brought up on its ideas, in this 
connection they, with the exception of Zinoviev and Kamenev, were made to admit their moral and political re- 
sponsibility for the crime Nikolaev committed. From Zinoviev and Kamenev such evidence was obtained later, 
when the investigation was completed and all the accused were handed an indictment stating that Zinoviev 
and Kamenev had not plead guilty. 

After receiving testimony from Zinoviev and Kamenev about their moral and political responsibility, Poskre- 
byshev and Herzenberg, Stalin's former assistants, amended the indictment accordingly. In this form the indict- 
ment was signed retroactively by the leading officials of the Prosecutor's Office of the USSR, Akulov, Vyshinsky 
and Sheinin. On the day of the completion of the trial of the “Moscow Center" the amended indictment was an- 
nounced to Zinoviev, Kamenev and other defendants and published in the press. This is confirmed by Poskre- 
byshev's explanation, the conclusion of the graphic examination, the signatures of Zinoviev and Kamenev on 
their acquaintance with the indictment and other materials available in the archival and investigative file of 
the "Moscow Center." 


On January 16, 1935 in Leningrad, the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR in the "Moscow 
Center" case were sentenced to terms of imprisonment from five to ten years - Zinoviev G. E., a member of 
the AUCP(b) since 1901; Kamenev L. B., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1901; Evdokimov G. Ye, a member 
of the AUCP(b) since 1903, head of the Central Office of the USSR Commissariat; Bakaev I. P., a member of 
the AUCP(b) since 1906, manager of Glavenergi's trust "Armset;" Sharov Y. V., a member of the AUCP(b) since 
1904, head of the People’s Commissariat of Mestprom of RSFSR; Kuklin A. S., member of the AUCP(b) since 
1903, retired; Gertik A. M., member of the AUCP(b) since 1902, assistant manager of the United Scientific 
and Technical Publishing House; Fedorov G. F., member of the AUCP(b) since 1907, manager of the All-Union 
Cartographic Trust; Perimov A. V., member of the AUCP(b) since 1915, Commissioner of the People's Commis- 
sariat of Food Industry in Ordzhonikidze; Gessen S. M., member of the AUCP(b) since 1916, authorized by the 
NKTP in Smolensk; Herzberg A. V., member of the AUCP(b) since 1916, chairman of the All-Union Associa- 
tion "Technoexport;" Fayvilovich L. Y., member of the AUCP(b) since 1918, deputy head of the Main Cotton 
Department of the USSR People's Commissariat of Agriculture; Sakhov B. N., member of the AUCP(b) since 
1919, prosecutor of the Northern Territory; Anishev A. I., who was a member of the AUCP(b) from 1919 to 
1933, expelled from the Party in connection with the arrest of his wife, a Trotskyist, a researcher at VASKhNIL; 
Tarasov I. I., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1919, a student at the Moscow Law Institute; Bravo B. L., member 
of the AUCP(b) since 1919, executive editor of the magazine of the Committee for Procurement under the USSR 
Council of People's Commissars (SNK); A. F. Bashkirov, member of the AUCP(b) since 1920, head of the shop of 
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the factory “Krasnaya Zarya” in Leningrad; I. Gorshenin. S., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1919, head of the 
sector of the State Planning Committee (Gosplan) of the RSFSR and Tsarkov N. A., a member of the AUCP(b) 
since 1921, head of the construction site in the city of Tikhvin. 

The court found the defendants guilty of the fact that, being in the past active participants in the Zinoviev 
opposition, they had until recently carried on underground anti-Soviet activities, some of them being members 
of the counterrevolutionary "Moscow Center," which was connected with the "Leningrad Center," which had 
prepared and organized the murder of Kirov. All the defendants were charged by the court with political and 
moral responsibility for the terrorist act committed against Kirov. 


As is now established, the Moscow Counterrevolutionary Zinoviev Center did not exist. All of the persons 
convicted in this case were not involved in the murder of Kirov and could not bear even moral and political 
responsibility for the crime committed by Nikolaev. 

At the same time, it should be noted that all those convicted in this case were active members of the 
Trotskyist-Zinoviev opposition in the past, for which they, except for Gorshenin, Sakhov and Hertzberg, were 
expelled from the Party in 1927. Gorshenin and Sakhov were reprimanded by the Party for their participation 
in the opposition struggle. In connection with the oppositionists' applications for cessation of anti-Party ac- 
tivity and full submission to the decisions of the CC of the AUCP(b), they were restored to the Party. But even 
after this, many of them, continuing to maintain ties with each other, made wrong and harmful judgments 
concerning the measures carried out by the Party and the government on certain questions of socialist con- 
struction and showed a hostile attitude toward certain leaders of the Party and government, especially toward 
Stalin. 

Zinoviev and Kamenev, after their reinstatement in the Party, behaved in a number of cases in a non-Party 
manner. In 1928, for example, Kamenev, with Zinoviev's consent, negotiated illegally with Bukharin over dif- 
ferences in the CC of the AUCP(b). On December 31, 1929, the CC reprimanded Kamenev for having met with 
Trotskyists Pereverzev and Kaplinsky, who had arrived from abroad in 1928, and in conversation with them de- 
clared their willingness to block with Trotsky. In the fall of 1932 Zinoviev and Kamenev, having learned about 
the anti-Soviet documents illegally distributed by Ryutin’s group,” did not bring this to the notice of the Party, 
for which on October 9 of that year by decision of the CC they were expelled from the ranks of the AUCP(b), and 
on October 11, 1932, by decision of the Board of the OGPU, were sent into exile for failing to report. In April- 
May 1933 Zinoviev and Kamenev returned from exile and in December of that year were reinstated in the Party. 


On Stalin's initiative, fabricated materials were widely used in the cases of the "Leningrad" and “Moscow” cen- 
ters in order to present Zinoviev's former opposition to the Party and the people as an anti-Soviet organization 
that took the terrorist path of fighting the Party and the Soviet state. 

While the preliminary investigation was still underway, a "Collection of Materials on the murder of Com- 
rade Kirov” (“Сборник материалов по делу об убийстве тов. Кирова”) was being sent to Party oblast committees 
and the CCs of the Soviet Republics. The collection contained 77 copies of the interrogation protocols of Niko- 
laev, Zvezdov and several others arrested in the "Leningrad Center" case with their "confessional" statements 
about the underground activities of the Zinovievites and their involvement in the Kirov murder. The material 
in the collection has been compiled in a biased manner, so that readers will get the impression of the existence 
of a terrorist organization in Leningrad that prepared and carried out the monstrous murder of Kirov. The 
collection does not include the testimony of those arrested, who at the beginning of the investigation or during 
it generally denied the charges against them. The letter accompanying the collection was written in Stalin's 


own hand. It reads: 
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The investigation into the murder of Comrade Kirov has revealed that the inspirers and participants 
in this atrocity are members of the former Zinoviev anti-Party group. I am sending to you for your 
acquaintance the minutes of the interrogations of the participants and inspirers of the atrocity... 
(Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 9-JI/1-5). 


For the same purpose, the materials of the falsified trials of the "Leningrad" and "Moscow" centers were 
widely covered in the central and local press. Telegraph Agency of the Soviet Union (TASS) report "On the 
verdict of the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR on the murder of S. M. Kirov” (“О приговоре 
Военной коллегии Верховного суда СССР по делу об убийстве C. M. Кирова”) was edited by Stalin and published in 
all newspapers of the country, up to city and district ones. The TASS message, together with other unfounded 
allegations, indicated that the underground counterrevolutionary terrorist group in Leningrad, "having no 
hope of achieving its criminal goals through terrorist acts on its own at home, set its sights directly on the 
armed intervention of foreign states" (Материалы проверки дела “Ленинградского центра,” т. 5, л. 37-38). 

On January 17, 1935, that is, the next day after the end of the trial in the case of the "Moscow Center," Stalin 
sent to all members of the Politburo for discussion a draft of a closed letter of the CC of the AUCP(b) to all 
organizations of the Party, entitled "Lessons from the events surrounding the villainous murder of S. M. Kirov" 
(“Уроки событий, связанных c злодейским убийством С.М.Кирова”). This letter, without any changes, was sent 
out on the second day on behalf of the CC of the AUCP(b) to all Party organizations. It falsely stated under the 
guise of "indisputable facts" that the "atrocious murder was committed by a Leningrad group of Zinovievites, 
calling itself the ‘Leningrad Center,"' and that the “ideological and political leader of the ‘Leningrad Center’ 
was the ‘Moscow Center’ of the Zinovievites, who apparently did not know of the murder being prepared by 
Kirov's Messrs, but probably knew about the terrorist sentiments of the 'Leningrad Center' and fomented these 
sentiments." The letter indiscriminately accused all members of the Zinovievite opposition of having "taken 
the path of double-dealing as the main method of their relations with the Party... They have taken the same 
path as the White Guard saboteurs, spies and provocateurs" and that "the two-facedness of the Zinovievites, 
covered by Party tickets, made it easier for them to prepare and carry out the villainous murder of Comrade 
Kirov." 

The closed letter further stated that the Zinoviev faction group was supposedly "the most treacherous and 
most contemptible of all the faction groups in the history of our Party" and declared it to be “a disguised form 
of the White Guard organization, quite worthy that its members should be treated as White Guards." The 
letter also contained a direct demand for repressive measures against the Zinovievites and their supporters. 
“With regard to the two-faced,” the letter said, “one cannot be limited to exclusion from the Party, he must also 
be arrested and isolated in order to prevent him from undermining the might of the proletarian dictatorship 
state" (Материалы проверки дела “Ленинградского центра,” т. 7, л. 20, 21, 29-31) 

During the preparation and conduct of the trials of the "Leningrad" and "Moscow" centers, as well as after 
these trials and the closed letter of the CC of the AUCP(b), repressions against the former Zinovievites in the 
country unfolded. However, these repressions were not limited to the Zinovievites, whose total number by 
December 30, 1934 according to NKVD organs was only 418 people, 113 of whom were already arrested and 
under investigation (Материалы проверки дела “Антисоветского троцкистского центра,” т. 3, л. 44). Along with 
the former Zinovievite oppositionists, their relatives, acquaintances and even persons who had never belonged 
to the opposition were arrested. 

For instance, on the ruling of the Special Board of January 16, 1936 77 persons were imprisoned and exiled 
for different terms on the charge of belonging to the "Leningrad Zinovievite counterrevolutionary group of 
Safarov, Zalutsky and others." In reality, no such group existed. Twenty of the convicted persons had never 
been members of the opposition, and four of them were not members of the Party at all. No guilt of the accused 
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was ever established; no definite charges were ever brought against them, not even an indictment was drawn 
up. At present, the case is dropped for lack of evidence (Материалы проверки дела “Московского центра,” т. 4, л. 
48-64). 


In the two and a half months following the Kirov assassination, the NKVD arrested 843 people in the Leningrad 
oblast (Материалы проверки дела “Московского центра,” т. 4, л. 41). In addition, in accordance with the decision 
of the Politburo on January 26, 1935, taken through a hearing, 663 former Zinovievites were exiled for 3-4 
years to northern Siberia and Yakutia and 325 former oppositionists were sent from Leningrad to other places, 
the majority of them were not excluded from the Party. 

The situation in Leningrad at that time is vividly characterized by a letter from academician I. P. Pavlov 
dated March 12, 1935, addressed to Molotov. Pavlov wrote: 


..I do not have the power to remain silent. Something terribly unfair and unbelievably cruel is 
happening around me now. I swear on my head, which is worth something, that the mass of honest 
people who work usefully, as much as their strength allows, often minimal, quite reconciled to 
all possible deprivations, without the slightest foundation (yes, yes, I affirm that) are mercilessly 
punished, no matter what, as obvious and dangerous enemies of the government, the present state 
system and the motherland How is this to be understood? What is it for? In such a situation it is 
difficult to work, one falls into irresistible shame: ‘And yet I still prosper’ (Архив ЦК КПСС). 


After Kirov's murder, the number of arrests on charges of preparing terrorist acts and for making terrorist 
statements increased significantly. In 1934, 6,501 people were arrested for accusations of terror, іп 1935 — 
15,986 people, and for December 1934 and four months of 1935 alone, 9,163 people were arrested (Сообщение 
КГБ при CM CCCP No. 918/u or 6.IV. 1962 r.; архив Парткомиссии при ЦК КПСС, персональное дело Молотова, T. 
18, л. 50). 

In July 1935, NKVD officers, with the active participation of Prosecutor Shenin, who was investigating the 
USSR's most important cases, falsified the case "On counterrevolutionary terrorist groups in the Government 
Library, the Kremlin commandant’s office and others" (“О контрреволюционных террористических группах B 
правительственной библиотеке, комендатуре Кремля и других”), on the basis of which 110 people were sentenced, 
of whom two were shot to death. 

Criminal charges were brought against Kremlin guards, government library employees, clerks and technical 
personnel (secretaries, telephone operators, cleaners) who worked in the Kremlin and in various institutions of 
Moscow. Most of them knew each other only through service, some were related to each other and some did not 
know each other at all. The basis for arresting these people was information obtained by the NKVD through 
operational means that some of them had held discussions regarding the circumstances of N. S. Alliluyev's 
death and the assassination of S. M. Kirov. Meanwhile, all of them were convicted of terrorist activities. 

At present, the case "On counterrevolutionary terrorist groups in the Government Library, the Kremlin 
commandant's office and others" is closed for lack of evidence and all those convicted, except L. B. Kamenev, 
his wife Glebova T. N. and Trotsky's son Sedov S. L., are rehabilitated. 


2.1.2 Falsification of the cases of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center" and the “Anti-Soviet Trotskyist 
Center" 


The Trotskyist opposition, like the Zinovievites, was ideologically and organizationally crushed by the Party 
as early as the late twenties. However, repressions against the Trotskyists did not cease in the following years, 
although they were not widespread. 
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According to NKVD organs, by December 30, 1934 there were 10,835 former Trotskyists in the operational 
records and 1,765 of them were serving sentences or were under investigation (Материалы проверки дела “Ан- 


тисоветского троцкистского центра,” T. 3, л. 44). 


Kirov's murder was used by Stalin not only to repress the Zinovievites, but also to indiscriminately accuse 
the Trotskyists of counterrevolutionary and terrorist activities and to physically destroy them as his political 
opponents. 

Already in the closed letter of the CC of the AUCP(b) "Lessons of the events connected with the villain- 
ous murder of Comrade Kirov” (“Уроки событий, связанных c злодейским убийством тов. Кирова”), compiled by 
Stalin, it is stressed that the "Leningrad" and "Moscow" centers "made one whole, because they were united by 
one common worn-out, broken by life Trotskyist-Zinovievite platform and one common unprincipled purely 


careerist goal — to get to the leading position in the Party and government and get high posts by all means." 


The thesis put forward by Stalin in the letter about the criminal connection of the Zinovievites with the Trot- 
skyists was taken up by Yezhov, who developed it in the manuscript of his book "From factionalism to open 
counterrevolution" (“От фракционности к открытой контрреволюции”), written by him in 1935.1 

First of all, this book no longer mentioned the moral and political responsibility of the leaders of the Zi- 
novievite opposition for the murder of Kirov, as it was imputed to them in the case of the "Moscow Center." 
The book clearly states that the Zinovievites and their leaders, in order to seize power, prepared and carried 
out an act of terror against Kirov and at the same time prepared for the assassination of Stalin. On what Yezhov 
based such claims, it is not known. Even the falsified cases of the "Leningrad" and "Moscow" centers do not 
contain such data. 

Yezhov's book further alleged, without any basis, that the Zinovievites maintained a criminal connection 
with the Trotskyists, who had also taken the path of terror. "Throughout all this time there was the closest con- 
nection between the Zinovievites and the Trotskyists," the book says. "The Trotskyists and the Zinovievites 
regularly inform each other of their activities. Moreover, individual Trotskyists are directly a part of the Zi- 
noviev organization, as was the case in Leningrad... 

There is no doubt that the Trotskyists were also aware of the terrorist side of the activities of the Zinoviev 
organization, at least to the extent that allowed for the special conditions of conspiracy of this work. Moreover, 
by the testimony of individual Zinovievites during the investigation of the murder of Comrade Kirov and 
during subsequent arrests of Zinovievites and Trotskyists it is established that the latter also began to organize 
terrorist groups" (Архив ЦК КПСС; Материалы проверки “Объединенного троцкистско-зкновьевского центра,” T. 
7, л. 65-66). 

Yezhov sent the first chapter of his book on May 17, 1935 to Stalin with а note: "I beg you very much to 
review the work being sent. This is the first chapter of the book on 'Zinovievism' that I spoke to you about... 
Please give me your instructions" (там xe, л. 2). 

Stalin read the first chapter of Yezhov's book and made some editorial corrections to it. 

In the same note to Stalin, Yezhov wrote that the book is supposed to be published in parts in the journal 
"Bolshevik." For unknown reasons, the book was not published. However, the June issue of Bolshevik maga- 
zine contained an editorial "For a new quality of work, for revolutionary vigilance" (“За новое качество работы, 
за революционную бдительность”), which, with reference to "later facts," claimed that Zinoviev and Kamenev 
were “direct organizers of the murder of Comrade Kirov,” that “... Trotsky stood in solidarity with the vile mur- 
derers and their organizers – Zinoviev and Kamenev,” and that “Trotskyists and Zinovievs were close to a direct 


link with the spies, Whiteguards and all the worst enemies of the people, thrown overboard by the revolution" 
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(“Большевик” No. 11,1935 г.). 

Another leading article in "Bolshevik" on November 30, 1935, on the anniversary of Kirov's death, said that 
"a bullet from the fascist White Guard scum, the counterrevolutionary Zinoviev-Trotskyist gang, stopped the 
heart of Mironich, which passionately wanted to live and fight" (“Большевик” No. 22, 1935 r.). 

On the basis of what materials these advanced articles were written is unknown, but it should be noted 
that when in July 1935 Kamenev, who had served his sentence in the "Moscow Center" case, was prosecuted 
again in the case "On counterrevolutionary terrorist groups in the Government Library, the Kremlin comman- 
dant's office and others," he was not charged with it. The verdict in this case stated only that "the activities of 
the counterrevolutionary terrorist groups were stimulated by L. B. Kamenev, one of the organizers and lead- 
ers of the former Zinoviev underground counterrevolutionary group. No other charges were brought against 


Kamenev. 


These circumstances suggest that by the middle of 1935, the organs of the NKVD had no concrete materials 
for directly charging the former leaders of the Zinovievite opposition as well as the Trotskyist opposition with 
the murder of Kirov and the preparation of terrorist acts against Stalin. Meanwhile, the press at that time had 
already begun to intensify the processing of public opinion in this direction, 

During the same period, Yezhov, as can be seen in his above-mentioned letter to Stalin of February 5, 1939, 
propagated the version about the existence of an underground Trotskyist center. In his letter Yezhov wrote: 
“During the verification of Party documents, I also wrote to you and repeatedly told at my meetings that a 
Trotskyist center exists and that the Chekists are not looking for it properly" (Архив ЦК КПСС, No. 11-4470 or 
10.11.1939r.). 

Yezhov not only spread the version about the existence of a Trotskyist center, but also directly directed the 
NKVD organs to look for it. As former deputy People's Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR Agranov 
declared in his speeches at the February-March Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) in 1937 and at the meeting 
of the activists of the Main Directorate of State Security (GUGB) of NKVD of the USSR in March of the same 
year, Yezhov, who was the secretary of the CC of the AUCP(b), in the middle of 1935, told him that according 
to his and Yezhov's information and in the opinion of the CC, there was an undisclosed Trotskyist center, gave 
orders to find and eliminate this center, and authorized the mass arrest of Trotskyists. 

Carrying out these instructions by Yezhov, NKVD organs began to prepare for an operation against the 
Trotskyists. Agents began to intensify surveillance of former opposition activists, both those at large and those 
serving sentences, and began to intensively question them in order to obtain evidence about the existence of 


an underground center. 


In November 1935, the Secret Political Department (SPD) of the NKVD of the USSR received a provocative 
report.? The report indicated that the Trotskyists, the Zinovievites and the Rightists serving sentences in Suzdal 
political prison were negotiating among themselves about the need to intensify illegal work, creating a strong 
unified organization of all opponents of the Party leadership and nominating one of the former leaders of the 
Trotskyist opposition, Smirnov, as the head of this organization. 

Using agents-provocateurs, false witnesses, deceiving and blackmailing those arrested, NKVD agencies ex- 
tensively used the collection of materials to confirm the fictitious version about the intensification of hostile 
activities of the former opposition. Testimonies were obtained from some arrestees and "witnesses" about the 
existence of a counterrevolutionary Trotskyist-Zinovievite underground, about the existence of special terror- 
ist formations and about the connection between this underground and Trotsky, who was abroad. 
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These and other materials obtained by covert and investigative means were used to carry out a massive opera- 
tion against the Trotskyists. 

On February 9, 1936 Deputy People's Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR Prokofyev sent to all 
peripheral bodies a cipher telegram, which indicated that one of the main objectives of the NKVD “is the 
liquidation of the entire Trotskyist-Zinoviev underground without a trace." The telegram further ordered to 
immediately begin “the liquidation of all the cases of agents of the Trotskyists and Zinovievites, not limited 
to the confiscation of property," and instructed to direct the investigation to uncover the counterrevolutionary 
underground formations, It was also suggested that agents and investigators should uncover and repress all 
Trotskyist and Zinovievite subversives and intensify the repression of Trotskyists and Zinovievites expelled 
from the Party during the verification of Party documents. For guidance, it was reported that a number of 
Trotskyist-Zinoviev groups allegedly put forward the idea of creating a single organizational center inside the 
Soviet Union, and that a Trotskyist organization led by Trotsky from abroad had been exposed and liquidated 
in Moscow. It was also reported that this organization had branches on the periphery and was preparing an 
act of terrorism against Stalin (Материалы проверки дела “Антисоветского троцкистского центра,” т. 3, л. 36-37). 

Somewhat later, on March 31, 1936, Yagoda sent a new directive to all heads of UNKVD, which drew at- 
tention to the shortcomings of investigation and intelligence work, expressed in the fact that in some cases 
the arrested Trotskyists and uncovered Trotskyist groups were considered in isolation, and it was claimed that 
"the organizational structure of the Trotskyist underground is built on a chain-link principle." The directive 
again stressed that the main task of the NKVD organs “is the immediate identification and complete defeat of 
all Trotskyist forces, their centers of organization and connections, identification, exposure and repression of 
all double-dealing Trotskyists," it was suggested to lead the investigation as fast as possible in the direction of 
revealing and defeating of all Trotskyist underground, its centers of organization, revealing and suppression 
of “all channels of communications with foreign Trotskyist leaders" (Материалы проверки дела “Антисоветского 


троцкистского центра,” т. 3, л. 24-27). 


As the inspection showed, repressions against the former Trotskyists were carried out with the knowledge 
and on the instructions of Stalin, with the active participation of Yezhov. The most important, from the point 
of view of the NKVD, interrogation protocols of arrested former oppositionists were sent to Stalin, data on 
ongoing operational activities were given, and reports on the progress of repression were submitted. Stalin 
entrusted Yezhov with direct control of the NKVD and supervision of the investigation. Thus, having received 
a report from the NKVD on the arrest of a group of former Trotskyists in Moscow and the seizure of Trotsky's 
1927 archive from the arrested Trusov, Stalin wrote on the report: 


To Molotov, Yezhov. I propose that the entire archive and other documents of Trotsky be handed 
over to Comrade Yezhov for parsing and reporting to the PB, and that the interrogation of those 
arrested be conducted by the NKVD together with Comrade Yezhov (Архив ЦК КПСС, дело “Право- 


троцкистский блок”) 


On February 27, 1936, Stalin's proposal was formalized by a Politburo decision in а question-and-answer 
procedure. 


On March 25, 1936, Yagoda told Stalin that directives to the Trotskyists in the USSR to carry out terrorist 
activities were given by Trotsky through Gestapo agents, that even in prisons the Trotskyists were trying to 
form militant terrorist groups, and that the leader of the Trotskyists in the USSR was Smirnov. Accordingly, 
Yagoda proposed that "all Trotskyists who are in exile and are actively working be arrested and sent to distant 
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camps... Trotskyists expelled from the AUCP(b) during the last check of Party documents are to be seized and 
sent to remote camps for 5 years," and the Trotskyists convicted of involvement in terror "should be tried in the 
Military Collegium ... and all shall be shot." On this message Stalin wrote: "Request the opinion of Comrade 
Vyshinsky." Vyshinsky agreed with Yagoda and suggested that terrorist cases be sent to the Military Collegium 
only with the approval of the CC of the AUCP(b) (Архив ЦК КПСС, rp. 9-M/1-a/12). 

Stalin then instructed Yagoda and Vyshinsky to submit a specific draft resolution of the CC on repression 
of the Trotskyists. On May 20, 1936, a resolution of the Politburo, which fully approved the proposals of 
Yagoda and Vyshinsky, was adopted and signed by Stalin. The decision said that "in view of the continuing 
counterrevolutionary activity of the Trotskyists, who are in exile and were expelled from the AUCP(b),” the 
NKVD of the USSR was to propose that Trotskyists residing in exile and in regime positions and Trotskyists 
expelled from the AUCP(b), showing hostile activity and living in Moscow, Leningrad, Kyiv and other cities of 
the Soviet Union, be sent to remote concentration camps for a period of 3 to 5 years. It was suggested that all 
arrested Trotskyists, accused of terror, be brought before the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the 
USSR and shot in accordance with the Law of December 1, 1934. By the same decision NKVD and Prosecutor's 
Office of the USSR were to "submit the list of persons subject to trial according to the law of December 1, 1934. 
(Архив ЦК KIICC). 

In fulfillment of this decision of the Politburo, Yagoda and Vyshinsky submitted to Stalin on June 19, 1936 


» 


a list of 82 "members of the counterrevolutionary Trotskyist organization involved in terror." The accom- 


panying letter, signed only by Yagoda, stated that the list included only "organizers of terrorist acts against 


ла 


the leaders of the AUCP(b)," "bomb throwers," “а group covering bomb throwers," "participants of terrorist 
groups" in Leningrad and Kyiv, "political leaders and organizers of terrorist struggle against the leadership of 
the AUCP(b), directly connected with the Trotskyist center abroad." The letter also proposed that Zinoviev and 
Kamenev be put on trial again, because they "they were fully exposed by the investigation of the terrorist group 
of Yakovlev and others not only as the instigators, but also as terror organizers who, at the investigation and 
trial in Leningrad, failed to hand over the terrorists who continued to prepare the assassination of the AUCP(b) 
leadership" (Материалы проверки дела “Объединенного троцкистско-зиновьевского центра, т. 8, л. 50-65). 

At the time of compiling this list, the NKVD authorities had reports from November 1935 and March 1936, 
as well as testimony from a Zinovievite arrested in Leningrad's Karevo on June 5, 1936, regarding the ties be- 
tween Trotskyists and Zinovievites and about the existence of a joint Trotskyist-Zinovievite Center. Yagoda, 
apparently not believing the reliability of this data, in his letter to Stalin did not raise the question of an under- 
ground center and proposed to try the Trotskyist terrorists only according to the list provided. He suggested 
that Zinoviev and Kamenev also be tried, although they were not on the list. The questions of a single trial of 
the Trotskyist-terrorists and a general trial of the Trotskyists and Zinovievites were not raised in the letter. 

Stalin did not agree with the suggestion of Yagoda and Vyshinsky, and, as can be seen from the speeches 
of Yezhov and Agranov at the February-March Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) of 1937, gave instructions 
to search for the “real Trotskyist center." Referring to the environment in which the case of such a center was 


being created, Yezhov stated in his closing remarks at the Plenum: 


Ifeel that with Trotsky in the apparatus something sprang up, and it was clearer to Comrade Stalin. 
From the speeches, Comrade Stalin directly raised the issue that Trotsky's hand is here, it is neces- 
sary to catch him by the hand. 

In the beginning I thought about pursuing this matter at the operational meetings that Molchanov 
was holding. Unfortunately, it did not work out. I then summoned Agranov to my dacha on a day 
off under the guise of taking a walk, and gave him the directive: here's what, Yakov Saulovich, either 
Igo to the fight myself, then you have to choose, or you must to go to the fight, that is, if you please 
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— in the Moscow oblast there are Dreutzer, Lurie, Fritz David and many others - these are Trotsky's 
direct cadres, if anyone has links with Trotsky, it is Dreutzer, his protector, his closest man, go there, 
sit in that office and do all the work there, to hell with him. 

After a long conversation, quite specific, that is how it was decided, he went to the Moscow oblast 
and together with the Muscovites they took Dreutzer and immediately broke through (Архив ИМЛ. 
Ф. 17. On. 2. JI. 599. JI. 153). 


On the same subject, Agranov, speaking at a meeting of activists of the NKVD Main Directorate in March 
1937, said: 


... The complete uncovering and liquidation of the Trotskyist gang would have been thwarted if the 
CC had not interfered. And it intervened in the following way... Comrade Yezhov, on my return 
from illness, summoned me to his dacha. I must say that this meeting was conspiratorial in nature. 
Comrade Yezhov conveyed Stalin's instruction concerning the errors in the Trotskyist Centre case 
and instructed to take measures to discover the real Trotskyist Centre, to discover the terrorist gang 
that was clearly not discovered and Trotsky's personal role in this affair. Comrade Yezhov put the 
question in such a way that either he himself would convene an operative meeting or I would inter- 
fere in the matter. Comrade Yezhov's instructions were concrete and gave the right initial thread 
to the solving of the case. It was thanks to the measures taken on the basis of these instructions of 
Comrade Stalin and Comrade Yezhov that the Zinoviev-Trotskyist Center was uncovered (Marepu- 


алы проверки дела “Антисоветского троцкистского центра,” т. 3, л. 34-35). 


Following Stalin's and Yezhov's instructions regarding the detection of the "real Trotskyist center," Agranov 
directly joined the investigative work and on June 23, 1936 (the fourth day after the presentation of the above 
mentioned list of Trotskyist terrorists to Stalin) he already received evidence from arrested former active Trot- 
skyists Dreutzer and Pikel about the existence of the joint Trotskyist-Zinovievite center. 

Later, through the use of illegal methods of investigation (exhausting interrogations, persuasion and threats) 
similar testimonies about the Trotskyist-Zinoviev underground center were obtained from other arrested men, 
and often the investigators demanded such testimonies in the name of the Party and in the interests of the unity 
of the Party. During the course of the investigation some of those arrested retracted their so-called confessions, 
went on hunger strikes demanding an objective investigation, but none of this was taken into account. Those 
arrested were forced to sign "testimonies" drawn up in advance by the investigators, the contents of which 
corresponded to the previously received instructions about the creation of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev 
Center" case. 

Vyshinsky and Sheinin, together with NKVD officers, actively participated in the fabrication of the "United 
Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center" case. They interrogated the accused, confronted them, participated in other inves- 
tigative operations, and thus created a semblance of prosecutorial supervision, but in reality they covered up 
the most flagrant violations of law. At NKVD staff meetings, Vyshinsky was extremely harsh on investigators, 
demanding that they obtain direct testimony from arrestees about the terror and “bold political conclusions 


and generalizations." 


On July 29, 1936, even before the end of the investigation on the arrested former Trotskyists and Zinovievites, 
Stalin, on behalf of the CC of the AUCP(b), sent out а closed letter to the Party organizations "On the terrorist ac- 
tivities of the Trotskyist-Zinovievite counterrevolutionary bloc" (“О террористической деятельности троцкистско- 


зиновьевского контрреволюционного блока”). The text of the letter was not approved by the Politburo of the CC 
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(Материалы проверки дела “Объединенного троцкистско-зиновьевского центра,” т. 14, л. 43). Tendentious and bi- 
азе in its content, the draft letter was compiled by Yezhov and carefully edited personally by Stalin. Stalin's 
editing substantially increased the severity of the charges against the Trotskyists and the Zinovievites. Thus, 
Yezhov's draft letter was titled: "On the terrorist activities of the Trotskyist-Zinovievite-Kamenevite coun- 
terrevolutionary group" (“О террористической деятельности троцкистско-зиновьевско-каменевской контрреволю- 
ционной группы”). Stalin changed this title and wrote: "On the terrorist activities of the Trotskyist-Zinoviev 
counterrevolutionary Bloc." He supplemented the text of the draft letter with the words that "the role of the 
Trotskyists in the murder of Comrade Kirov had not previously been uncovered." The draft pointed out that the 
united center of the Trotskyist-Zinovievite counterrevolutionary bloc had set itself the “main and fundamental 
task" of killing Stalin. However, Stalin added the names of Voroshilov, Kaganovich, Kirov, Ordzhonikidze, Zh- 
danov, Kosiora and Postyshev to his name. He also made many other changes and additions (Архив ЦК КПСС; 
материалы проверки “Объединенного троцкистско-зиновьевского центра,” т. 10, л. 14, 15, 27). 

The closed letter stated that а bloc of Trotskyists and Zinovievites formed at the end of 1932 on a terrorist 
basis, that the Trotskyists and Zinovievites created a united center, which included Zinoviev, Kamenev, Bakaev, 
Yevdokimov and Kuklin from the Zinovievites and Smirnov I. N., Mrachkovsky and Ter-Vaganyan from the 
Trotskyists. The letter stated that it was the decision of this center to assassinate Kirov and to prepare terrorist 
acts against Stalin, Voroshilov, Kaganovich and others. 

This closed letter then served as the basis for a broad indictment of Trotskyists and Zinovievists for orga- 
nized terrorist activity. After this letter, the role of the investigation of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center" 
was reduced to confirming the charges against the Trotskyists and Zinovievites contained in the letter. 

The letter formed the basis of the indictment, the original draft of which was submitted to Stalin by Vyshin- 
sky for 12 people as early as August 7, 1936, that is, three days before the end of the investigation. Stalin, editing 
the indictment twice, made a number of changes and additions to it.In the first version, he notably added the 
defendants Lurie M. I. and Lurie N. L., and in the second, Ter-Vaganyan and Yevdokimov, although Yevdoki- 
mov had not even been questioned in the case until then. It raised the number of defendants to 16 (Архив ЦК 
KIICC, rp. 9-M/1-a/21). 

The investigation ended on August 10, 1936, but the falsification of the investigation materials continued. 
After the investigation, Kamenev was interrogated three times and Bakaev twice, and it was only during these 


interrogations that Bakaev confessed for the first time to his involvement in the murder of Kirov. 


In the case of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center," former Zinovievites who were convicted in January 1935 
in the case of the "Moscow Center” and served their sentences were put on trial – Zinoviev С. E., Kamenev Г. 
B., Yevdokimov E., Bakaev I. P.; former Trotskyists: Smirnov I. N., who was a member of the AUCP(b) from 
1899 to 1927 and from 1930 to 1933, after which he was sentenced to 5 years in prison on charges of Trotskyist 
activities; Mrachkovsky S. V., who was a member of the AUCP(b) from 1905 to 1927 and from 1930 to 1933, 
sentenced the same year for not reporting on the anti-Soviet documents of Ryutin's group to 5 years' prison; 
Ter-Vaganian V. A., who was a member of the AUCP(b) from 1912 to 1935, in 1928 and 1933 was expelled 
from the Party for oppositional activity, a researcher at the Institute of Marxism-Leninism; Dreitzer E. A., who 
was a member of the AUCP(b) from 1919 to 1928 and from 1929 to 1936, deputy director of the "Magnezit" 
(“Магнезит”) plant in the Chelyabinsk oblast; Goltsman Е. 5., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1903, an employee 
of the People's Commissariat of Foreign Trade; Reingold I. I., who was in the AUCP(b) from 1917 to 1927 and 
from 1928 to 1935, expelled from the Party as a Trotskyist double-dealer, who until December 1934 served as 
Deputy Commissar of Agriculture of the USSR; Pikel R. V., who was in the AUCP(b) from 1917 to 1927 and from 


1929 to 1936, a writer until his arrest; former members of the German Communist Party: Berman-Jurin K. B., 


21 


Results of the investigation into the causes of repression and the A translation by S.B. 
circumstances of political processes in the 1930s 


a member of the Communist Party since 1921, who arrived in the USSR in 1933 and before his arrest worked as 
an editor-consultant for the foreign section of the newspaper "For Industrialization" (“За индустриализацию”); 
Olberg V. P., who was a Communist Party member until 1932 and was then expelled from it for Trotskyist 
activities and written communications with Trotsky, who arrived in the USSR in 1935 and before his arrest 
was a teacher at the Gorki Pedagogical Institute; Fritz-David, alias Kruglansky I. I., Communist Party member, 
arrived in the USSR in 1933, editor of the ECCI and consultant for Pravda; Lurie M. I., Communist Party 
member since 1922, expelled from the CPG for Trotskyist activities, but reinstated, arrived in the USSR in 
1932, professor at Moscow State University; Lurie N. L., Communist Party member, adhered to Trotskyism, 
arrived in the USSR in 1932, doctor at the Chelyabinsk Tractor Plant health center. 

The Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR, in open court on August 19-24, 1936 sen- 
tenced all the accused to execution. Zinoviev, Kamenev, Bakaev, Yevdokimov, Smirnov, Mrachkovsky and Ter- 
Vaganyan were found guilty of having, on the instructions of Trotsky, created in 1932 a "Trotskyist-Zinoviev 
Center" and numerous terrorist groups in various cities of the Soviet Union, organized the murder of Kirov and 
prepared terrorist acts against other leaders of the Party and government. The other defendants were charged 


with active participation in terrorist groups. 


A few days before the end of the trial, Vyshinsky and Ulrich submitted to Kaganovich a draft of the verdict, 
which was also based on a closed letter of July 29, 1936, from the CC of the AUCP(b). Kaganovich made a 
number of arbitrary amendments to the draft verdict, which increased the severity of the charges and added 
his name to the number of persons against whom terrorist acts were allegedly being prepared. The judicial pro- 
cedure in the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center" case was reduced to the formal confirmation of the charges 
formulated in the pre-compiled verdict. 

In court, all of the defendants pleaded guilty to the charges against them, but their testimony was un- 
specific, contradictory and not supported by any objective data. For example, the testimonies of Goltzmann, 
Berman-Yurin and Fritz-David record that at various times in 1932 they met Trotsky, who lived in Copenhagen. 
Meanwhile, at this time Trotsky was under surveillance by the NKVD and the above mentioned Holtzman, 
Berman-Yurin and Fritz-David are not listed among those who visited him. 

On the basis of the materials of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center," about 160 people were arrested 
during 1936 in Moscow, Leningrad, Gorky and other cities. They were accused of terrorist activities, which they 
allegedly conducted under the direct supervision of the mentioned "Center." No material evidence, weapons 
or instruments of terrorist acts were found during the arrests, and the "throwing projectiles" attachéd to the 
case of the Gorky terrorist organization as material evidence were, as has now been established, mere visual 
aids of one of the Gorky institutes. The cases against most of these individuals have now been reviewed by the 


judicial authorities and dismissed. 


The verification found that the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center" did not exist, that the persons convicted at 
this trial did not organize any terrorist groups, were not engaged in terrorist activities, and were not involved 
in the murder of Kirov. 

It is worth noting, however, that the convicted Trotskyists Smirnov, Mrachkovsky, Ter-Vaganian, Dreutzer, 
Reingold and Pikel were active members of the Trotskyist opposition in the past and for some years fought 
against the general line of the Party, for which they were expelled from the Party in 1927-1928 and were only 
restored after they had denounced their mistakes. Although Goltzman belonged to the opposition, he was not 
excluded from the Party until his arrest. After the ideological and organizational defeat of the opposition, some 


of them continued to maintain personal ties among themselves, made anti-Party and unhealthy statements 
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at meetings, criticized some of the Party's actions, expressed dissatisfaction with their position in the Party, 
and declared a negative attitude toward Stalin's methods of leadership. Some of these persons, while abroad, 
met with prominent Trotskyists there, kept old Trotskyist documents and even purchased Trotskyist bulletins 
published abroad. 

From the testimony of Safonova A. N., Smirnov's former wife, given by her in 1936 during the investiga- 
tion of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center," and from her explanation during the examination of this case 
in 1956, it is clear that Smirnov, returning in 1931 from a business trip abroad, told her, Mrachkovsky and 
Ter-Vaganian about his meeting with Sedov, during which Sedov talked about the need to activate Trotskyist 
activity in the USSR and eliminating Stalin. According to Safonova, Smirnov, Mrachkovsky, and Ter-Vaganian 
responded negatively to Sedov's suggestion. 


When Goltzman was arrested, 13 Trotskyist bulletins published abroad in 1931-1932 were found in his double- 
bottomed suitcase. Goltzman explained that he bought the bulletins for himself while working abroad, kept 
them for four years, forgot about them and did not present them to others. Goltzman also testified that he had 
met with Sedov abroad on Smirnov's orders in 1932 and had given him a report on the political situation in the 
USSR and a cipher for his correspondence. However, this testimony of Goltzman is not supported by objective 
evidence. 

Mrachkovsky, Ter-Vaganian and Pikel all had Trotskyist documents from the 1927 period confiscated from 
them at the time of their arrest. In a letter to his wife on November 5, 1935, Mrachkovsky wrote that up until 
1932 he was "dealing with all kinds of counterrevolutionary scum." 

Former members of the Communist Party of Germany convicted in this case, Lurie M. and Lurie N., shared 
the views of the Trotskyist opposition in the past, and Olberg maintained written contact with Trotsky while 
living in Germany in 1930-1931. He then arrived in the USSR under questionable circumstances. 


After the distribution of a closed letter of the CC of the AUCP(b) on July 29, 1936 and the open trial in the 
case of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center," a widespread campaign began in the press against former 
Trotskyists and Zinovievites, who were accused of hostile activities and referred to as a "Trotskyist-Zinoviev 
gang." Falsified trial materials were discussed in Party organizations. 

Along with this, the NKVD organs, while continuing to repress formerly active oppositionists who had by 
then served their sentences or been expelled from the Party, also began to arrest those of them who had been 
among the first to leave the opposition, were reinstated in the Party and worked in responsible positions, and 
some were even elected to the highest organs of the Party. The nature of the charges brought against those 
arrested also began to change. Earlier, the main accusation was terrorist activity, but beginning in the second 
half of 1936, charges of espionage, sabotage and subversion began to be brought in addition to terror. 


A telegram by Stalin and Zhdanov from Sochi of September 25, 1936 and the decision of the Politburo of the 
CC of the AUCP(b) of September 29 of the same year had decisive importance for the reversal of repressions 
against the former Trotskyists and Zinovievites. Their telegram, addressed to Kaganovich, Molotov and other 
Politburo members, stated: 


We consider it absolutely necessary and urgent that Comrade Yezhov be appointed as the People's 
Commissar of Internal Affairs. Yagoda was clearly not up to his task in exposing the Trotskyist- 
Zinoviev bloc. The OGPU was four years late in this matter. All Party workers and the majority of 
the oblast representatives of the NKVD speak of this... (Архив ЦК КПСС). 


The next day, Yezhov was appointed Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR, leaving him Secretary of 
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the CC of the AUCP(b) and Chairman of the Party Control Commission (PCC) under the CC of the AUCP(b). 
Thus, Yezhov was vested with very broad powers, both state and Party, which created favorable conditions for 


abuse of power and arbitrariness on his part. 


The Politburo resolution of the CC of the AUCP(b) of September 29, 1936, "On the attitude toward counter- 
revolutionary Trotskyist-Zinoviev elements" (“Об отношении к контрреволюционным троцкистско-зиновьевским 


элементам”), adopted through a hearing, said: 


To approve the following directive on the attitude toward counterrevolutionary Trotskyist-Zinoviev 


elements: 


a) Until recently, the CC of the AUCP(b) regarded the Trotskyist-Zinoviev scum as an advanced 
political and organizational detachment of the international bourgeoisie. 
Recent facts show that these gentlemen have fallen even further downward and must now be 


regarded as scouts, spies, saboteurs and pests of the fascist bourgeoisie in Europe. 


b) In this connection it is necessary to deal with the Trotskyist-Zinoviev scum, covering not only 
those arrested whose investigation has already been completed, and not only those under in- 
vestigation like Muralov, Pyatakov, Beloborodov and others whose cases have not yet been 
completed, but also those who were previously deported (Архив ЦК КПСС). 


In Yezhov's personal archives, a handwritten draft of this decree was discovered. It contains the third 
paragraph, which was not included in the final text of the decree, as follows: 


c) A total of at least a thousand people will be executed. The others are to be sentenced to 10-8 
years’ imprisonment plus an equal number of years’ exile in the northern regions of Yakutia 
(Архив ЦК КПСС, архив Ежова, дело 217, л. 429-432). 


On October 8, 1936, the newspaper Pravda carried an advanced article by Molotov under the title "We've 
come..." (“Докатились...”), in which he indiscriminately declared all former members of the Trotskyist op- 


ла ла ли 


position “spies,” “saboteurs,” "enemies of the people,” “traitors to the motherland,” “direct collaborators of 


fascism” and called for reprisals against them. 


The indication in the telegram by Stalin and Zhdanov that the NKVD organs were four years late in exposing 
the Trotskyist-Zinoviev bloc, and the calls in the decision of the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) and Molo- 
tov’s article for the massacre of the Trotskyists and Zinovievites directly pushed NKVD workers to unleash 
unwarranted repression. Not only former opposition members, but also persons who had never belonged to 
the opposition began to be arrested. In order to accuse them of sabotage and subversive activities, the NKVD 
organs made wide use of the various malfunctions and accidents in the coal, chemical and other branches of 
industry and construction, deliberately qualifying them as counterrevolutionary crimes. 

Characteristic in this respect is the so-called “Kemerovo case” (“Кемеровское дело”), in which an open trial 
was held in the city of Kemerovo in November 1936. The court sentenced to execution 9 technical and en- 
gineering workers of Kuzbass (Kuznetsk coal basin) accused of liaison with German intelligence, organizing 
explosions and fires in mines and other sabotage activities. 

At first Drobnis, Shestov and Stroilov, leading workers of the mining and construction organizations of 
Kuzbass, were also prosecuted in this case. However, before the end of the investigation, the materials on them 
were segregated and they appeared as witnesses at the trial. Later, Drobnis, Shestov, former Trotskyists, and 
the non-Party Stroilov were included among the accused in the “Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center,” and the entire 
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so-called criminal counterrevolutionary activity of those convicted in the "Kemerovo case" was attributed to 
Pyatakov and other participants of the said "center." 

In February 1958, the "Kemerov case" was discontinued as falsified due to the lack of corpus delicti in the 
actions of those convicted. 


There were especially many unsubstantiated arrests on charges of sabotage and subversive activities among 
engineers, workers and railway transport employees. Even such accidents and derailments on transport, which 
could not be regarded otherwise than as accidents, were qualified by the NKVD organs as acts of sabotage and 
subversion. 

It should be noted that many accidents and derailments were caused by Kaganovich's orders to increase 
speeds, train compositions and others, which were issued without taking into account the actual condition of 
the tracks and rolling stock. A copy of Kaganovich's letter to Stalin on the state of the country's rail trans- 
portation was found in the Central State Archive of the October Revolution, the supreme organs of state power 
and state administration of the USSR.!5 The letter showed that for 10 months of 1935, there were an average of 
190 derailments and accidents of the first group on the railroad every day, the main cause of which were track 
and rolling stock failures. It noted that 274,000 rails, 1,500,000 overlays and 40,000 of 140,000 switches were 
unsuitable for operation (ЦГАОР. Ф. 1884. On. 49. Д. 473). 


In the context of the unfolding repressions, the collection of accusatory materials against the former leaders of 
the Trotskyist opposition began. 

Toward the end of the investigation, and before the start of the trial of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev 
Center," some of the persons accused in the case testified about the existence of a parallel deeply secret Trot- 
skyist center, which included prominent former Trotskyists – Pyatakov, Radek, Serebryakov and Sokolnikov, 
who in 1925-1926 joined the "new opposition." This testimony was vague and contradictory in content, and 
no conclusion could be drawn on its basis about the existence of a parallel or any other Trotskyist center. The 
NKVD organs had no other data besides these testimonies. 

After their departure from the opposition, Pyatakov, Radek and Serebryakov were restored to the Party 
and worked in important positions. Pyatakov, for example, was First Deputy People's Commissar for Heavy 
Industry, Sokolnikov served as First Deputy People's Commissar for the Timber Industry. At the XVII Congress 
of the Party, Pyatakov was elected a member of the CC of the AUCP(b), Sokolnikov as a candidate member of 
the AUCP(b). By decision of the CC of the Party, Pyatakov was even supposed to appear as a prosecutor in 
the trial of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center," and this decision was reversed only a few days before the 
trial, when false evidence was obtained against Pyatakov (Архив ЦК КПСС, дело “Право-троцкистский блок,” rp. 
9-M/1-3/21). 


Based only on dubious and unverified testimony about the existence of a parallel Trotskyist center, Vyshinsky 
made a statement at the trial of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center" that he had ordered an investigation 
of Pyatakov, Radek and others. 

Pyatakov, Radek and Serebryakov were soon arrested. Sokolnikov, on the other hand, was arrested earlier. 
From this time on, active artificial creation of the case, which was called "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" began. 

The decisive influence on the course of this case had a directive of the CC of the AUCP(b) of September 29, 
1936, which invited to consider Trotskyists as spies, saboteurs and pests, and Stalin's comments on the minutes 
of interrogation of Sokolnikov on October 4, 1936. In the margin of this protocol, where it was stated that he, 


Sokolnikov, did not inform the English journalist Talbot of the specific plans of his group, Stalin wrote: "And 
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yet about the plan to kill the leaders of the AUCP(b) he reported? Of course he did." On the last page of the 
minutes, which indicated that Sokolnikov did not know about Talbot's connections with British intelligence, 
Stalin wrote: "Sokolnikov, of course, gave information to Talbot about the USSR, about the CC, about the PB 
about the GPU, about everything. Sokolnikov, therefore, was an informant for British intelligence" (Архив ЦК 
КПСС, дело “Право-троцкистский блок,” rp. 9-M/a-26). 

Pyatakov, Radek, Serebryakov and Sokolnikov were accused of being a part of the underground anti-Soviet 
parallel Trotskyist center established in 1933 and directing treasonous, sabotage, espionage and terrorist ac- 
tivities of the Trotskyist organization in the Soviet Union on the direct orders of Trotsky, who was abroad. 
To corroborate these allegations, NKVD organs used their connections, both through former opposition and 
through business, personal and family ties. 

For example, Pyatakov, and through him the other members of the "center," were artificially linked to 
former active Trotskyists Muralov, Drobnis and Boguslavsky who were working in Siberia. Pyatakov knew 
these persons from his past opposition activities and met with them in an official capacity, when he was in 
charge of the construction of Kemerovkhimkombinatstroi and went on business trips to Kuzbass. The charges 
of espionage, sabotage, terror and subversion fabricated against Muralov, Drobnis, Boguslavsky and others of 
their colleagues, as well as the charges in the "Kemerovo trial" mentioned above, were attributed to Pyatakov 
and other members of the "parallel center," who allegedly directed all "criminal activities" of the "Trotskyist 
organization" in Siberia. 

For the same purpose, the members of the "parallel center" were artificially linked to the deputy Commissar 
of Railways Livshits, the former head of the South Ural Railway Knyazev and the head of the Glavkhimprom 
(“Главхимпром”) of the People’s Commissariat of Heavy Industry Rataichak, who were arrested at different 
times. This allowed the NKVD authorities to present many cases of malfunction, accidents, crashes, explosions 
and fires at factories and railroads as a result of sabotage and diversionary activities of the "parallel center." 

Pyatakov and other members of the "parallel center" were also accused of organizing a terrorist attack on 
Molotov, using for this purpose an accidental car crash that happened to Molotov's car in Prokopyevsk on 
September 24, 1934. As is now established, there was no attempt on Molotov's life. The automobile accident 
occurred when the automobile in which Molotov was traveling from the railroad station drove off with its right 
wheels into a roadside ditch, tilted and stopped. No one in the car was hurt. Molotov got into another car and 
drove on. No investigation of the fact was conducted at the time. It was regarded as negligence on the part 
of Arnold, who drove the car and who was the manager of the garage of Prokopyevsk Department of Mines. 
For this Arnold was reprimanded by the city Party committee. This reprimand was soon removed from him. 
There is evidence that the reprimand was lifted at the request of Molotov, to whom Arnold wrote a letter. 

In 1936, Arnold was arrested by the NKVD and testified that the car accident was committed deliberately 
by Arnold for the "Trotskyist Center" with the aim of committing an act of terrorism against Molotov. He also 
confirmed this testimony at the trial. However, after the trial in his complaints and later during interrogation 
before the NKVD of the USSR Arnold renounced his earlier testimony and declared that he had not committed 
any attempt on Molotov's life and that his false testimony about it was the result of coercion on the part of the 
investigating officers. 

Molotov knew that the accusation of some persons making an attempt on his life was false because he was 
well aware of all the circumstances of the road accident. However, he did not take any measures to disprove 
the version that an attempt on his life had been deliberately made and to rehabilitate the persons who had been 


unreasonably accused of such a grave crime. 


The NKVD organs also falsified the accusation that the "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" had links with Trotsky 
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and received directives from the latter. This accusation was based on the contradictory testimony of Pyatakov, 
according to which while he was in Berlin in 1931-1932, he allegedly met with Trotsky's son, Sedov, and in 
December 1935 he met with Trotsky in Oslo, where he had flown from Germany illegally by plane. At the 
trial, the state prosecutor, Vyshinsky, as if confirming Pyatakov's testimony about his meeting with Trotsky in 
Norway, announced and attachéd to the case a certificate from the consular department of the USSR's NKID. 
This certificate stated that the airfield at Heller (near Oslo) accepts aircraft from other countries throughout the 
year. In fact, the NKID and NKVD had information they had checked that the Heller airfield did not operate 
in winter. 

As our present inspection shows, Pyatakov did not meet with Sedov and Trotsky in 1931-1932, did not 
maintain any contact with them, and after Pyatakov left the opposition they referred to him as a "renegade." 

Through exhaustive and generally nightly interrogations, using the so-called “conveyor system" (“конвей- 
ерной системы”) and "stands" (“стоек”), persuasion, threats and the use of agents, who were given provocative 
assignments, the NKVD bodies extracted from all those charged in the "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" case a 
full confession of guilt. 

Three versions of the indictment were drawn up for the case and all of them were sent to Stalin. The sec- 
ond version was edited by Stalin personally. At the same time, he arbitrarily crossed out Chlenov (chief legal 
adviser of the People's Commissariat of Foreign Trade) from the number of defendants and inscribed instead 
the name Turok (deputy chief of the railroad management) (Архив ЦК КПСС, дело “Право-троцкистский блок,” 
rp. 9-M/a-42). 


In the materials of Vyshinsky's personal archive we found his notes, which showed that on the eve of the trial 
Vyshinsky was with Stalin and received instructions from him on the conduct of the trial!" Stalin instructed 
him to characterize the accused as people who had allegedly fought all their lives against Lenin, that they had 
fallen below Denikin, Kolchak and other Whiteguards and constituted a gang of criminals. Referring to the 
order of interrogation of the accused Knyazev and Turok in court, Stalin gave Vyshinsky the following instruc- 
tion: “Don’t let them talk too much” about the traffic accidents, “hush,” “don’t let them talk too much.” In the 
archives of the CPSU CC there is a scheme of Vyshinsky's accusatory speech with Stalin's corrections concern- 
ing the political side of the case and the trial (Материалы проверки дела “Антисоветского троцкистского центра,” 
т. 10, л. 66-83). 


In the “Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" case, 17 persons were put on trial: Pyatakov Y. (G.) L., a member of 
the AUCP(b) since 1910, First Deputy Commissar of Heavy Industry; Radek K. B., Party member since 1902, 
the head of the International Information Bureau of the CC of the AUCP(b); Serebryakov L. P., member of 
the AUCP(b) since 1905, Deputy Chief of the Main Directorate of Highways; Sokolnikov G. Y., member of 
the AUCP(b) since 1905, First Deputy People's Commissar of Forestry Industry; Livshits L. A., member of the 
AUCP(b) since 1917, Deputy People’s Commissar of Railways; Muralov N. I., who was in the AUCP(b) from 
1908 to 1927, head of the Agricultural Department of the “Kuzbassstroy” (“Кузбасстрой”) workers’ supply 
department; Drobnis J. N., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1907, deputy head of the Kemerovo "Khimkombi- 
nat" (“Химкомбинатстроя”); Boguslavsky M. S., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1917, head of "Sibmashstroy" 
(“Сибмашстроя”); Knyazev I. A., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1918, Deputy Head of the Central Traffic 
Administration NKPS; Rataichak S. A., member of the AUCP(b) since 1919, head of “Glavkhimprom” (“Глав- 
химпрома”) МКТР; Norkin B. O., member of the AUCP(b) since 1917, head of the Kemerovo “Khimkombinat- 
stroy” (“Химкомбинатстроя”); Shestov A. A., member of the AUCP(b) since 1918, manager of the Salair Zinc 


Mine (Kuzbass); Stroilov M. S., non-Party, chief engineer of the trust “Kuzbassugol” (“Кузбассуголь”); Turok. 
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I. D., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1918, deputy head of the railroad department; Grashe I. I., a member 
of the AUCP(b) since 1917, senior economist of the production and technical department of "Glavkhimprom" 
(“Главхимпрома”) NKTP; Pushin С. E., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1924, chief engineer of the Rion azo- 
tukov plant (Georgia) and Arnold (Vasilyev) V. V., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1924, head of the garage of 
the Anzhero-Sudzhensk mine administration (Kuzbass). 

The open trial lasted from January 23 to January 30, 1937 and was widely covered in the press. Two days 
before the end of the trial, Ulrich, who was presiding at the trial, submitted to the CC of the AUCP(b) a draft of 
a sentence which suggested one punishment for all the defendants: execution. For unknown reasons, Ulrich's 
proposal was not supported. Thirteen people were sentenced to execution. Radek, Sokolnikov and Arnold 
were sentenced to 10 years in prison and Stroilov to 8 years. 

According to those convicted in the "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" case, at various times were arrested 
and executed as leaders of terrorist groups and active terrorists: Kotsyubinsky Y. M., who until 1935 worked 
as deputy chairman of the Ukrainian SNK, Loginov V. F., the manager of the “Coke” (“Кокс”) trust in Kharkov, 
Yulin A. I. (worked in the Urals), Golubenko М. V. — chief of construction of a coke and chemical plant in 
the Dnepropetrovsk oblast, Tivel A. Y. – Assistant Head of the Bureau of International Information of the CC 
of the AUCP(b), Khodorose I. N. (worked in Novosibirsk oblast), Burlakov I. I. (worked in Sverdlovsk oblast), 
Bitker С. S. - Head of the Main Department of Rubber Industry NKTP, Prigoji А. С. – Director of the Leningrad 
Historical and Philosophical Literary Institute and others. After 1954, these individuals were re-examined and 
all were posthumously rehabilitated. 

Thus, the verification of the "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" case showed that such center did not exist and 
all those convicted in this case were groundlessly accused of treason, sabotage, espionage and terrorist activity. 

However, in Radek's case, the audit uncovered a number of documents that contained information about his 
ties to foreign intelligence. Thus, in 1953, the CPSU CC received a letter from Walter Ulbricht, which indicated 
that the Institute of Marxism-Leninism of the CC of the Socialist United Party of Germany had uncovered a 
case of the former Imperial Office of the German Social Democratic Party from 1916 to 1918. This file contains 
information about Radek's cooperation with the Entente intelligence service, which had sent him to Lenin. A 
special investigation is being carried out into the case. 


It should be noted that Pyatakov, Radek, Serebryakov, Muralov, Drobnis, Boguslavsky and Livshits in the twen- 
ties participated in the Trotskyist opposition and actively fought against the general line of the AUCP(b), in 
connection with which they were excluded from the Party, but after the XV Congress all of them, with the 
exception of Muralov, announced a break with the opposition, were reinstated in the Party and held leadership 
positions until their arrest. Shestov, although he participated in the opposition, was not held responsible to 
the Party. Sokolnikov supported the "new opposition" in 1925-1926, but soon withdrew from it. The other 
convicted persons were not members of the opposition or anti-Party groups. 

After the trial, Sokolnikov, Radek, Stroilov and Arnold were closely monitored by the NKVD. According to 
the reports of the agents, all these persons were talking about their innocence and told how the trial in their 
case was falsified. Sokolnikov and Radek spoke harshly of Stalin and spoke of his involvement in falsifying 
the case of the "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" and other open trials of the time. These agency materials were 
reported to Stalin. 

In May 1939, Radek and Sokolnikov, at the request of Beria and his deputy Kobulov, were secretly murdered 
in prison by specially sent individuals from among the former NKVD officers who were serving sentences for 
political crimes and misdemeanors. According to the explanations of former high-ranking NKVD functionaries 


Fedotov and Matusov, when the NKVD of the USSR was developing operations for these murders, Kobulov, 
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insisting on their flawless execution, stressed that they were carried out with Stalin's knowledge. 

Stroilov and Arnold were shot in September 1941 among 170 prisoners in the Orlov prison by a verdict in 
absentia of the Military Collegium, rendered in accordance with a decision of the State Defense Committee, 
signed by Stalin. The proposal to shoot the prisoners was made by the NKVD of the USSR to Stalin. 


2.2 Mass unjustified repressions in 1937-1938 
2.2.4, February-March Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) 1937 


The trials of the former Zinovievites and Trotskyists, which took place from December 1934 to January 1937 
and were widely reported in the press, as well as the previously mentioned letters and directives of the CC of 
the AUCP(b) on the attitude toward the former oppositionists, drafted with Stalin's personal participation, dis- 
oriented Party organizations and the broad working masses and created the false idea that the former members 
of the Trotskyist-Zinovievite opposition and their associates were engaged in allegedly organized counterrev- 
olutionary activity. All these years, moreover, the Party and the people were indoctrinated with the idea that 
the struggle against the Trotskyists and the Zinovievites was not being fought hard enough and that broader 
repression was necessary against them. 

Long before the February-March CC Plenum of the AUCP(b) in 1937, the NKVD organs, with Stalin's knowl- 
edge, began to falsify accusatory materials against the former right-wing deviationists. They, like the members 
of the Trotskyist-Zinoviev opposition, were accused of terror, sabotage, diversion and espionage for foreign in- 
telligence. Subsequent events showed that the fate of the Trotskyists and Zinovievites, who were still at large, 
as well as that of Bukharin, Rykov and people who shared their views in the past, was sealed in advance: they 
were to be physically eliminated. 

As indicated above, along with the repression of former oppositionists, the arrests of communists and non- 
Party workers who had never adhered to anti-Party currents among the ruling classes, engineers, technicians, 
laborers and workers in almost all branches of the economy began from the second half of 1936. Those arrested 
were artificially linked to the opposition, and shortcomings and negligence in their work were proclaimed as 


sabotage, diversion and the result of hostile opposition activity. 


In such an atmosphere at the end of February and beginning of March 1937, the Plenum of the CC of the 
AUCP(b)?? was held. 


The Plenum discussed the following questions: 


1. “The Case of Comrades Bukharin and Rykov" (“Дело тт. Бухарина и Рыкова”) (speaker Yezhov); 


2. "On the lessons of sabotage, subversion and espionage by Japanese-German Trotskyist agents" (“Об ypo- 
ках вредительства, диверсии и шпионажа японо-немецко-троцкистских агентов”) (speakers Molotov, Kaga- 


novich and Yezhov); 


3. "On the shortcomings of Party work and measures for the liquidation of Trotskyists and other double- 
dealers" (“О недостатках партийной работы и мерах ликвидации троцкистских и иных двурушников”) (speaker 
Stalin). 


The first to be heard at the plenum was Yezhov's report on the Bukharin and Rykov case. The discussion of this 
question took place in difficult circumstances. Yezhov, using falsified NKVD testimonies of the former Trotsky- 
ists Pyatakov and Radek and a number of arrested former rightists, unfoundedly accused Bukharin and Rykov 
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of having created a counterrevolutionary right-wing organization and of having, together with Trotskyists and 
Zinovievists, "set out on the road of direct treason against the country, the road of terror against the leaders 
of the Party and the Soviet government, the road of sabotage and subversion in the national economy” (Архив 
НМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 579. Л. 7, неправленая стенограмма). Part of the falsified materials in the form of two 
volumes of copies of the interrogation protocols of 26 arrested persons, which contained various fabrications 
about the anti-Soviet activities of Bukharin and Rykov, were distributed to the plenum participants. In order 
to better understand the situation in which Bukharin and Rykov found themselves, it should be remembered 
that prior to the plenum they had been exposed for several months in the open press to increasing slander as 
allies of the Trotskyists and Zinovievites. 

The existence of such accusatory materials against Bukharin and Rykov, the reliability of which at that time 
could not be questioned, misled most of the participants in the plenum. A situation was created which excluded 
any possibility of an objective approach to decision making. The testimony of those arrested against Bukharin 
and Rykov was taken on faith without any critical evaluation, much less any verification. Explanations of 
Bukharin and Rykov, which refuted the unfounded charges, were interrupted by retorts, rejected and regarded 
as "lawyer's tricks" and slanderous attacks against the NKVD, as attacks on the Party and the CC. 

The resolution of the plenum said: 


..The Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) considers that Comrades Bukharin and Rykov deserve 
immediate expulsion from the Party and trial by court martial. 

However, since Bukharin and Rykov, unlike the Trotskyists and Zinovievs, have not yet been 
subjected to serious Party penalties (have not been expelled from the Party), the Plenum of the 
AUCP(b) decides to limit itself to: 


1. Exclude Comrades Bukharin and Rykov from the ranks of candidates for membership in the 
CC of the AUCP(b) and from the ranks of the AUCP(b); 


2. Transfer Bukharin's and Rykov's case to the NKVD (Архив НМЛ. ®. 17. On. 2. Д. 577. Л. 4). 


Bukharin and Rykov were arrested on the same day. 


Further work of the plenum took place under the sign of the need to fully expose the hidden Trotskyists, 
Zinovievites, rightists and other double-dealers, and to identify the spies, subversives, saboteurs and terrorists 
with whom the Party, Soviet and economic apparatus was said to be heavily littered. 

In the reports, speeches and decisions of the plenum, attention was drawn to the fact that the NKVD organs 
were 4 years late in exposing the Trotskyists and other double-dealing criminals, and the task was to make up 
for the lost time. 


The first speaker at the plenum was Chairman of the SNK of the USSR Molotov with "On the lessons of sab- 
otage, subversion and espionage by the Japanese-German Trotskyist agents" (“Об уроках вредительства, дивер- 
сии и шпионажа японо-немецко-троцкистских агентов”) at the NKTP. In his report and concluding speech, he 
indiscriminately accused the Party and economic leaders of political short-sightedness, deceit and philistine 
carelessness, and asserted that there were saboteurs in all branches of the national economy and in all state 
organizations, but “it has not yet been possible to really reach them.” After informing the plenum that from 
October 1, 1936, to March 1, 1937, 2,049 persons were convicted in various commissariats and departments, 
not counting the NKVD, NKID and People’s Commissariat of Defense (PCD) of the Soviet Union, Molotov 
stated: “...Only this very empty certificate alone should serve to make such conclusions that we must not at 
all become complacent. It is necessary to dig deeper into the issues that have to do with sabotage...” (Архив 
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НМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 595. Л. 113-115). Molotov said that the enemy had now become cunning, underhanded, 
working well in the national economy in secret, often covering up its hostile actions with a Party ticket. 


The particular danger of today's subversive and sabotage organizations," said Molotov, "lies in the 
fact that these saboteurs, subversives and spies disguise themselves as communists, ardent support- 
ers of Soviet power and often even have merits of one kind or another in the past for the Party and 
the Soviet state (Архив НМЛ. Ф. 17. Оп. 2. Д. 612. Вып. П. JI. 8). 


In his concluding speech, Molotov, harshly attacking some of the leaders of the Commissariat who had 
spoken in the debates, stated: “...we have heard here many leaders, both local and central, but as you see, they 
had nothing to boast of about their participation in exposing sabotage” (Tam xe, л. 87). Molotov demanded 
that the heads of the People’s Commissariats and departments personally participate in exposing the pests and 
urged them to look for pests everywhere and at every turn, without deceiving themselves with the fact that 
industry was successfully carrying out its plans. Molotov put forward the far-fetched and deeply damaging 
thesis that “the false argument of over-fulfillment of plans, put forward in order to lubricate pest activities, 
cannot be defended, but must be exposed, like any other falsehood” (Tam же, 11. 90). 

Molotov sharply criticized the work of the commissions set up on the eve of the plenum by Ordzhonikidze, 
which examined a number of heavy industry enterprises. Molotov accused the members of the commissions of 
political short-sightedness, lack of political vigilance, and inability to distinguish between sabotage and ordi- 
nary shortcomings in work. Criticizing the report of the commission, which examined the Kemerovo chemical 
plant, he said: "This commission wrote a report, 54 pages, on the results of on-site inspections. In this report 
there is absolutely no word pest, sabotage. There is no such word" (Архив ИМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 595. Л. 128, 
неправленая стенограмма). Shortly after the plenum, most of the leaders and members of the Committee were 
arrested and executed on the basis of falsified materials. 

Molotov's report largely determined the course of the discussion at the plenum. 


In his report, Kaganovich, elaborating on the points put forward by Molotov, declared that spies, subversives 
and saboteurs were operating all over the transport, and that ^we did not get to the bottom of it; we did not 
get to the heads of the Japanese-German-Trotskyist-spies and their cells that were in the firld. Kaganovich told 
the plenum that three former Commissars, seven deputy Commissars and 17 members of the collegium of the 
NKPS, who turned out to be counterrevolutionaries, created and left a cadre of hostile elements in the transport 
sector, that the number of people expelled from the Party in the transport sector was 75 thousand and that 
there were enterprises where more than half of the Party organization was expelled. In political departments, 
according to Kaganovich, 299 Trotskyists were exposed, in administration of МКР$ - 220 people, on the roads 
were exposed and arrested: іп 1934 — 136, in 1935 - 807, and in 1936 - 3,800 Trotskyists (Архив ИМЛ. Ф. 17. 
On. 2. Д. 591. Л. 105, 190-191, 197, неправленая стенограмма). Having set to the plenum the task of “eradicating 
the saboteurs, uncovering and crushing them to the end", Kaganovich cynically declared: “...it is harmful to 
cry that the innocent can be arrested" (Архив ИМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 612. Вып. П. Л. 27). 

The reports of Molotov and Kaganovich and the conclusions they contained regarding the large-scale sabo- 
tage in heavy industry and in transport were made on the basis of fabricated materials by the NKVD, and above 
all on the materials of the "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center" and the related cases. At the same time, Molotov 
ignored the objective materials at his disposal about the actual state of affairs in the heavy industry, collected 
by Ordzhonikidze, who had been initially scheduled as a speaker at the plenum. 

Ordzhonikidze, as can be seen from the archival documents, assessed the situation in the heavy industry 
quite differently. He did not believe in widespread sabotage and admitted the possibility of sabotage acts being 
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committed only by individuals. On the eve of the plenum, Sergo held a series of meetings with senior managers 


к 2) 


and sent authoritative commissions to “Uralvagonstroy” (“Уралвагонстрой”), “Kemerovkombinatstroy” (“Keme- 
ровкомбинатстрой”) and the coke industry in Donbass to verify the NKVD data. The materials of the meetings 
and conclusions of the commissions did not confirm the existence of widespread sabotage in the heavy indus- 
try. Based on the collected objective materials, Ordzhonikidze prepared a draft decree on his report. The draft 
did not speak of widespread sabotage in heavy industry, and the main emphasis was placed on the need to 
eliminate the shortcomings existing in the work of NKTP. This draft decree, however, was severely criticized 
by Stalin, who made a number of sarcastic remarks against it, out of which arose the need for a radical revision 
of the draft, pointing out the industries allegedly affected by sabotage, the “facts” of sabotage activity, “yawn- 
ing causes" and the like. In connection with these instructions from Stalin, the draft decision was redrafted 
by Ordzhonikidze together with Kaganovich, as one draft resolution of the plenum was prepared according to 
their reports. Five days before the opening of the plenum, Ordzhonikidze committed suicide. 


Yezhov, in his report and closing remarks, painted a picture of widespread sabotage and betrayal in the NKVD 
organs, which allegedly prevented them from exposing the anti-Soviet activities of the Trotskyists and Zi- 
novievites in time, said that only with the active participation of Stalin were the Trotskyist-Zinoviev centers 
exposed, spoke of how other cases against oppositionists were being investigated, and stated: 


There is a political failure in this most important organ of our state, and since we have a very limited 
time frame, it reeks of war, Comrades, we have no time to scratch our heads and quietly create an 
agency, set up an investigation, select and educate personnel, that is, we have a relatively short time. 
That is, we have to catch up with this work in a relatively short time, no matter what (Архив MMII. 
Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 599. Л. 164, неправленая стенограмма). 


Speaking in the debate on the reports of Molotov and Kaganovich, Yezhov, giving data on the number of 
cases opened on charges of sabotage in various Commissariat and departments, said that "these figures are 
not typical." Referring to a number of Trotskyist organizations and sabotage groups allegedly operating in the 
Narkomfin (People’s Commissariat of Finance) and Gosbank (National Bank) systems, Yezhov said that “we 
shall succeed... We shall be able to uncover things much more serious than those we have" (Архив ИМЛ. ®. 17. 
On. 2. Д. 593. Л. 82-93, неправленая стенограмма). 

The resolution adopted by the plenum on the reports of Molotov and Kaganovich revealed the existence of 
widespread pandering in all sectors of national economy and in the People's Commissariats of the USSR, and 
the Soviet and economic cadres were blamed for political short-sightedness, lack of vigilance and complacency. 

The plenum resolution on Yezhov's report charged the NKVD organs with the task of exposing and defeat- 


ing the "enemies of the people." 


Stalin made a report at the plenum "On the shortcomings of the Party work and measures for the liquidation of 
the Trotskyists and other double-dealers" (“О недостатках партийной работы и мерах ликвидации троцкистских и 
иных двурушников”). In order to substantiate and justify the mass repressions, Stalin developed in his report 
the incorrect and politically harmful thesis, which he had put forward back in 1933, that during the period of 
the completion of socialism, the class struggle should intensify. 


It is necessary — said Stalin, – to smash and cast aside the rotten theory that with every advance 
we make, the class struggle should wither more and more, that with our successes the class enemy 


becomes more and more tame. 
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This is not only a rotten theory, but also a dangerous theory, for it puts our people to sleep, leads 
them into a trap, and gives the class enemy an opportunity to recover to fight the Soviet power. 

On the contrary, the more we move forward, the more we succeed, the more the remnants of the 
defeated exploiting classes will become embittered, the more they will move to harsher forms of 
struggle, the more they will sabotage the Soviet state, the more they will grasp at the most desperate 
means of struggle as the last means of the doomed (Архив ИМЛ. ®. 17. On. 2. Д. 612. Вып. И. Л. 8). 


In his report, Stalin greatly expanded the circle of those who should be regarded as pests. He said: 


It is necessary to shatter and reject another rotten theory, which says that one cannot be a pest who 
does not always do harm... a true pest must occasionally show success in his work, because this is 
the only way to preserve himself as a pest, to gain credibility and continue his harmful work... 

It is necessary to smash and cast aside the third rotten theory, which says that the systematic 
fulfillment of economic plans supposedly nullifies wrecking and the results of sabotage... Is it not 
clear that the theory of 'systematic fulfillment of economic plans' is a theory beneficial to the pests? 
(Tam же, л. 8-9). 


Stalin’s report contained direct instructions to the punitive bodies to direct reprisals against Party cadres. 


The present saboteurs and subversives, the Trotskyists, are for the most part Party men, with a Party 
ticket in their pockets... Their strength lies in the Party ticket, in the possession of the Party ticket. 
Their strength lies in the fact that the Party ticket gives them political credibility and gives them 
access to all our institutions and organizations. Their advantage is that by having Party tickets and 
pretending to be friends of the Soviet authorities they deceived our people politically, abused their 


trust, and harmed them quietly... (Tam xe, 11. 6). 


In his concluding remarks, criticizing the Party organs for their callous attitude to the fate of ordinary 
communists in the exchange of Party documents and in the consideration of personal cases, Stalin allowed 
arbitrary calculations. He counted as opposition all those who abstained from voting during the 1927 Party 
discussion and 10 percent of those who for good reasons could not vote, and he declared all those previously 
excluded from the Party to be direct reserves of Trotskyists, Zinovievites and Rightists. 


On this occasion Stalin said: 


The Trotskyists themselves have never represented a great force in our Party. If you remember the 
last discussion we had in 1927, the discussion was open, it was a referendum. A real referendum. 
730,000 Party members out of 854,000 participated in that referendum. So 123,000 did not vote. 
Either because they were on shifts then, or because they were away or on vacation and so on. Of 
the 854 thousand Party members, therefore, 730,800 took part in the referendum. There were 724 
thousand who spoke out for the Bolsheviks against the Trotskyists. Four thousand voted for the 
Trotskyists. That is half a percent. Twenty-six hundred abstained. I think that to those who voted 
for the Trotskyists, you must add those who abstained. That would be 6,000-plus. I think that 
of those Party members who for various reasons could not participate in this referendum, which 
means 121 thousand, you could give 10 percent to the Trotskyists. True, the ratio of forces among 
those who voted is such that 99.5% voted for the Bolsheviks and 0.5%, that is, half a percent, means 
for the Trotskyists. However, here, among those who did not take part in the referendum, I would 
like to give the Trotskyists ten percent, not half a percent!, but ten percent. This will make about 
11 thousand, I think, out of 120 thousand. 
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Here you have 4 thousand votes for the Trotskyists, 2,600-6,600 abstentions. Let's add 11,000 to 
18,000. Here are the Trotskyists. 10 thousand can be put for the Zinovievites — 28 thousand. Let's 
put more for objectivity, more than we should - 28 thousand. And all the other racket: the rightists 
and others - let us put 30 thousand. Here you have the cadres, the number is by no means exag- 
gerated, the people who stood for the anti-Party current, for the Trotskyists, for the Zinovievites. 
Many began to speak out for the Zinovievites and then all sorts of other little things: the workers' 
opposition, the right-wing, democratic centralism, etc. — 30,000 with 854,000 Party members. Now 
we have a million and a half Party members, I think, with 2 million candidates. Of this cadre of 
Trotskyists, Zinovievites have already been arrested 18 thousand. If we take 30,000, that leaves 
12,000. Many of them defected to the Party and defected quite thoroughly. Some have dropped out 


of the Party, some remain, as if not a very large force. 
And he further stated: 


But, first of all, it doesn't take much strength to make a mess and muddle through ... we've been 
expelling tens, hundreds of thousands of people during this time... In the last two years there was 
a purge, and then an exchange of Party cards – 300 thousand people were expelled. So since 1922 
we've had a million and a half expelled... If you take the Kolomna Plant ... there are now 1,400 
Party members and 2,000 former Party members at one plant. As you can see, this is the ratio of 
forces: 1,400 Party members and 2,000 former members at the plant. These are all the outrages 
you have allowed to happen, all this is water for the mill of our enemies. Do not console yourselves 
with the fact that there are maybe 12 thousand or so of the old cadres left, and that the Trotskyists 
are using the last cadres for their mischief, that we will soon have to shoot them, do not console 
yourselves. The soulless, inhuman policy towards the ordinary members of the Party, the lack of 
any interest of many of our leaders in the fate of individual Party members, this readiness to blow 
people out by the thousands... These are the conditions for multiplying reserves for the enemies, 
the Right, the Trotskyists and the Zinovievites and for anyone else (Архив ИМЛ. ®. 17. Оп. 2. Д. 607. 
JI. 286-291). 


On the basis of the instructions contained in Stalin's report and his concluding speech, the resolution of the 
plenum expressed political distrust of the secretaries of the oblast and city committees, district committees 


and other officials of the Party bodies. The plenum resolution said: 


The treacherous and espionage-sabotage activities of the Trotskyist fascists have affected not only 
the industrial, transport and NKVD organs. It also affected our Party organizations. 

This manifested itself, first, in the penetration of disguised Trotskyists into the Party organiza- 
tions of a number of oblasts and lands; second, in their occupation of fairly important posts in the 
oblast, city and district organizations (second secretaries of the oblast committees, first and second 
secretaries of city committees, secretaries of district committees, heads of departments of the oblast 
and city committees); third, that our local Party leaders, first of all, the first secretaries of several 
oblast and provincial committees, failed to see the wolves in sheep's clothing and not only failed to 
oppose the nomination of Trotskyist pests, but, in their political blindness, even aided this (Архив 
НМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 577. Л. 16). 


Thus, Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich and Yezhov, abusing their high position in the Party and the state, con- 
sciously used deliberately false materials about the allegedly wide penetration of saboteurs, subversives and 
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spies into the Party and Soviet apparatus and into all sectors of the national economy and deliberately covered 
the situation in the Party and the country in a distorted form. They deceived the participants in the plenum 
and achieved the adoption by the plenum of incorrect decisions on questions of punitive policy, which in turn 
misled the broad Party masses and the public of the country. 

At the time when the country was on the rise, the exploiting classes were abolished, a new Constitution of the 
USSR was adopted which testified to the moral and political unity of the Soviet people, that is, when there were 
absolutely no objective grounds for the application of any emergency measures, Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich 
and Yezhov directed the Party and NKVD bodies to wide deployment of repressions, to mass terror. 

The decisions of the February-March plenum were widely covered in the press and discussed in Party or- 
ganizations. The communists and workers faced the task of mobilizing all their forces to discover and expose 
the saboteurs and spies both among the former Trotskyists, Zinovievs and rightists and among their entourage. 
From the pages of the press, from the tribunes of rallies and meetings, they called for ruthless reprisals against 
the "exposed enemies." 


After the plenum, the repressions in the country took on a particularly broad sweep and were in fact directed 
not against the remnants of the defeated exploiting classes and former oppositionists, but against honest cadres 
of the Party and the Soviet state. They were falsely accused of belonging to the Trotskyists, the Zinovievists 
and the Right, of double-dealing, espionage, sabotage, terror and other serious crimes. 

The number of persons arrested on political charges in 1937 in comparison to 1936 increased almost tenfold 
(Сообщение КГБ при CM CCCP No. 537-с or 5.1.1962 r.). Extralegal punishment was more widespread at that 
time than ever before. For this purpose, so-called "troikas" and special commissions were established in the 
centers and locally, in republics, lands (“краях”) and oblasts by the decision of which hundreds of thousands 
of honest people were unreasonably imprisoned and shot. The situation created in the country in connection 
with this gave rise to insecurity, fear and anger among the people. 

Using Stalin's erroneous and harmful statement about the intensification of the class struggle as the country 
advanced toward socialism and the decisions of the February-March plenum, the NKVD organs and, above all, 
the adventurists, provocateurs and careerists who had infiltrated them, began to subject arrested persons to 
physical abuse, to obtain false statements from them, claiming that such statements were allegedly needed in 
the interests of the Party, and to falsify charges against innocent Soviet citizens. 

The vicious and harmful provisions that "theoretically" justified and excused the gross violations of legal- 
ity were developed and put into practice at that time by Vyshinsky. He considered a confession of a person 
arrested on political charges as decisive evidence; he considered persons, whose connection with the accused 
had no criminal character, as accomplices of a crime; he made accomplices responsible for the whole group, 
including those crimes which they had not participated in or even known about; he asserted that the court to 
pass sentence did not have to establish the objective truth, but had to be convinced of the possibility of guilt; he 
reduced the aim and purpose of the law exclusively to the correction of crimes. Using his leading position in the 
prosecutor's office, Vyshinsky suppressed his theoretical opponents, became the head of Soviet legal science, 
and was considered the unquestioned authority. As a result of the efforts of some sycophantic scholars and 
many legal practitioners, a kind of cult of Vyshinsky developed in legal science. His anti-scientific guidelines 
were perceived as directives that guided the NKVD, prosecutors and judges in falsifying investigative cases 


and passing unjust verdicts. 
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2.2.2 The extermination of the leading cadres of the Party and state. Personal involvement of Stalin, 
Molotov, Kaganovich and Malenkov in unjustified repressions 


During the mass repressions of 1937-1938, many of the oldest communists, those who had passed through 
the pre-Revolutionary underground, participants in the Great October Socialist Revolution, the Civil War and 
socialist construction, who had actively fought for the general line of the Party and other cadres devoted to the 
Party and the Soviet state lost their lives. 

The NKVD organs, by falsifying charges, artificially created widespread Right-Trotskyist "organizations" 
and "centers" of espionage, subversion and sabotage everywhere, headed, as a rule, by the first secretaries 
of the CCs of the Communist Parties of the republics, oblast committees and oblast Party committees. As a 
result of falsification of cases, many eminent persons of the Party and the State and many thousands of honest 
communists were physically annihilated, which did great harm to the Party, to the country and to the cause of 
building socialism. 

Stalin's cruelty and perfidy led to the arrest of 1,108 of the 1,966 delegates of the XVII Party Congress 
during these years, most of whom were executed. The same fate befell 98 of the 139 members and candidate 
members of the CC of the AUCP(b) elected at that Congress.” In 1937 alone, 149 members of the CEC were 
arrested without prior approval by the Presidium of the CEC of the USSR. 

As a result of the difficult situation in the country, caused by mass unjustified repressions, under the in- 
fluence of harassment and slander, Sergo Ordzhonikidze, the head of the Political Department of the Red 
Army Gamarnik, the chairman of the CEC of the Belarusian SSR Chervyakov, the chairman of the SNK of the 
Ukrainian SSR Lyubchenko and others committed suicide. Suicides of Party and state workers who had lost 
faith in the law and in the possibility of finding the truth took place in a number of republics, regions and 
oblasts. 


The study of the materials stored in the archives of the Party and state organs gives reason to affirm that Stalin 
is directly responsible for the deaths of the prominent Party and state officials, the leading workers of the 
Party, Soviet and economic apparatus, the prominent commanders of the Red Army and the Navy, as well as 
the prominent workers of science and art. Concentrating unlimited power, Stalin allowed brutal arbitrariness, 
authorized the most brutal violations of socialist legality, introduced torture and beating of the arrested, which 
led to numerous incriminations and denunciations of innocent people. Ignoring and flagrantly violating the 
Leninist principle of collective leadership and the norms of Party and state life, in many cases he himself 
decided the fate of these people. With Stalin's knowledge and on his personal orders, many leading figures 
were arrested, convicted and executed. 

Numerous documents kept in the Politburo archives of the CC of the AUCP(b) give an idea of the arbitrari- 
ness and lawlessness practiced by Stalin. Suffice it to say, for example, that the majority of the members and 
candidates for the CC of the AUCP(b) elected at the XVII Congress, were expelled from the Party and arrested 
in violation of the Party Statute and the law. 

Only at the October Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) in 1937 Stalin held a decision to expel from the Party 
and declare enemies of the people in absentia 24 members and candidates for membership in the CC of the 
AUCP(b) (Архив ИМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 624. JI. 30, Д. 628. Л. 115-116). 


In December 1937, in order to exclude the members of the CC of the AUCP(b) from the Party, Stalin did not 


even convene a plenum, but sent out the following telegram on this matter on December 4 to the members and 
candidates for the CC: 
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On the basis of irrefutable data, the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) has found it necessary 
to remove from the membership of the CC of the AUCP(b) and to arrest as enemies of the peo- 
ple: Bauman, Bubnov, Bulin, Mezhlauk, Rukhimovich and Chernov... Ivanov V. and Yakovlev Y. 
..Mikhailov M... and Ryndin... All of these persons pleaded guilty. The Politburo of the CC re- 
quests authorization of the withdrawal from the CC of the AUCP(b) and the arrest of the named 


persons. 


J. Stalin. (Архив ИМЛ. ®. 17. On. 2. Д. 630. Л. 54-56). 


Not to mention the fact that in itself such a polling method of exclusion from the CC of the AUCP(b) is a 
flagrant violation of the requirements of the Party Statute, Stalin, in sending this telegram, even deceived the 
members of the CC, for by that time all 10 members named in the telegram had already been arrested and 
Bauman died in prison on 14 October 1937. 


Between 1937 and 1938, Stalin received a variety of reports from the NKVD and from the heads of other 
services about allegedly uncovered counterrevolutionary organizations and plots. Familiarizing himself with 
these materials, Stalin, without any verification of reported information, gave instructions about the arrests, 
beatings of arrested persons, the order of their interrogation, etc. 

Thus, when reading the NKVD materials regarding the former secretary of the CEC of the USSR, a member 
of the AUCP(b) since 1900, a candidate for the CC of the AUCP(b) Unshlikht I. S., Stalin wrote: 


Beat Unshliht for not extraditing Polish agents by oblast (Orenburg, Novosibirsk, etc.) (Openóypr, 
Новосибирск ит. п.) (Архив ЦК КПСС; Материалы проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 7, л. 
3). 


In Stalin's personal archive, а note was found about the beating of the first secretary of the Voronezh Oblast 
Party Committee and a member of the Central Revision Commission of the CC of the AUCP(b) Ryabinin E. I. 
(Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 2, л. 433). 

On November 7, 1937, Yezhov presented Stalin with a copy of a statement by the first secretary of the 
Northern Regional Committee of the Party who had been arrested, Kontorin D. A., who confessed his affiliation 
with the "right-wing organization." After reading Kontorin's statement, Stalin wrote the following: 


This gentleman must be connected with Anglo-intelligence. The penitent tone of his statements — 
a mask, shake out of it all that he knows (and he knows a lot)" (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 
3, л. 313-318). 


Giving instructions for the interrogation of the arrested former head of the Agricultural Department of the 
CC of the AUCP(b), a member of the CC of the AUCP(b) Yakovlev Y. A. and his wife,” Stalin suggested that the 


following questions be put to them: 


Questions to Yakovlev: 
1) Did he know about Vareikis' service in the tsarist guard; 


2) His opinion about Mikhailov from Voronezh, about his participation in the counterrevolution- 
ary organization; 

3) His association with Trotsky (saw him personally in 1935 or ‘34); 

4) How did he want to use the MOPR? Who did he use from the MOPR? 
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Yakovlev's wife should be taken in: She is a conspirator and should tell everything. Ask her about 
Stasova, Kirsanova and her other acquaintances - relatives (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 3, л. 
97-98). 


On a letter from Deputy Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR, Frinovsky, dated 6 December 1937, 
which reported on the testimony received on the chairman of the CEC of the Kalmyk ASSR Khomutnikov V. 
A. that he was allegedly a member of an anti-Soviet Trotskyist nationalist organization, Stalin wrote: 


If Khomutnikov is a candidate for the Supreme Soviet, he should not be arrested now (he can be 
dealt with after the elections by calling new elections). If he is not a candidate, we can arrest him 
in one or two weeks, that is, after the elections (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 2, л. 437-439). 


Systematically receiving from the NKVD the so-called "summaries of the most important testimonies of those 
arrested," Stalin gave instructions about the arrest of new people based only on these materials. 

So, in the summary of November 27, 1937 were given the testimony of the arrested Soviet Commissar of 
Communications Halepsky, Soviet Ambassador to Poland Davtyan, the famous aircraft designer Tupolev, head 
of the department of the State Planning Commission of the USSR Mesyatsev, a member of the Military Council 
of the Belarusian Military District Mezis, member of the Military Council of the Special Purpose Army Green- 
berg, chief of the Red Army Automobile-Armored Directorate Bokis, military attaché in Japan Rink and others. 
These individuals testified under interrogation about the "criminal activities" of many of their acquaintances 
and coworkers. Reading this compilation, Stalin ordered the NKVD to arrest 51 of those listed as defendants 
and to take 6 people on record (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 2, л. 370-403). 

According to another similar summary, which cited the testimony of the arrested Deputy Director of the 
Astronomical Institute of Moscow State University Strauss, assistant chief of the Main Directorate of the film 
industry Slivkin, chief of the Intelligence Department of the Red Army Berzin, commander of the Kharkov 
military district Dubovoy and others, Stalin ordered the arrest of 48 people. Against the names of those said 
to be undergoing checks by the NKVD to decide on their arrest (the Soviet ambassador to Denmark, Linde F. 
V., his wife — Linde V. and others - a total of ten people), Stalin wrote thus: "Not a ‘check’ but an arrest is 
necessary" (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 2, л. 495-506). 

On November 5, 1937, the head of the press and publishing department of the CC of the AUCP(b) Mekhlis 
sent Stalin and other secretaries of the CC of the AUCP(b) a note "about littering with enemies" (“о засоренности 
врагами”) the publishing houses. Stalin addressed this note to Yezhov with the following resolution: 


It is necessary to re-arrest all of Ogizov’s scum (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 2, л. 310-311). 


In February 1938, Yezhov sent a message to Stalin "On the the liquidation of the counterrevolutionary 
Socialist-Revolutionary underground and the results of the investigation into the Socialist Revolutionaries” (“O 
ходе ликвидации контрреволюционного эсеровского подполья и результатах следствия по эсерам”). This message 
said that UNKVD in Moscow oblast, where the chief of that time was Zakovsky, who replaced Redens, arrested 
156 people, 11 of them — members of the AUCP(b). After reading this report, Stalin wrote: 


Comrade Zakovsky is not Comrade Redens. It can be observed that Comrade Zakovsky attacked the 
vein, as the goldsmiths say. Redens, as a Chekist, is not worth Zakovsky's left leg. I wish success 
to Comrade Zakovsky. We must continue to uproot the Socialist Revolutionaries. The Socialist 
Revolutionaries are a great danger (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 3, л. 18-32). 
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There are many other documents in the archives with similar resolutions and Stalin's instructions for arrests 


on the basis of unverified materials. 


Along with Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich and Malenkov are also responsible for the deaths of many honest Soviet 
people. 

Molotov for a long time occupied a high position in the Party and the state and was actually the second per- 
son in the country after Stalin. Being the chairman of the SNK of the USSR from 1930 to 1941 and later in other 
important positions, he was, like Stalin, the organizer and direct participant in unjustified mass repressions. 
He personally committed grave abuses of power and gross violations of the rule of law. 

With Molotov's consent in 1937-1938, they arrested People's Commissar of Light Industry of the RSFSR, 
member of the CC of the AUCP(b) Ukhanov K. V., Chairman of the Far Eastern Regional Executive Commit- 
tee Krutov G. M., Chairman of the Chelyabinsk Regional Executive Committee Sovetnikov M. A., head of 
"Kolstroy" (“Кольстроя”) Kondrikov V. I., trustee of “Apatite” (“Апатит”) Mozel I. M., trustee of "Vostokstal" 
(“Востоксталь”) Sedashev К. G., Professor Chayanov A. V. and others. Not without Molotov's knowledge, many 
high-ranking functionaries of the staff of the SNK of the USSR (Mogilny, Khluser, Chernosvitov and others) 


were arrested. 


We have established the facts of when Molotov was the initiator of unreasonable arrests of responsible officials. 

On June 24, 1937, Stalin received a letter from a leading figure in the coal industry, Sarkisov, which said 
that a member of the Bureau of the Soviet Control Commission under the SNK of the USSR, Lomov-Oppokov 
G. L, supposedly maintained friendly relations with the arrested Rykov and was a member of the right-wing 
group. The following resolutions by Stalin and Molotov appear on this letter: “Comrade Molotov. What to do? 
J. Stalin." “For the immediate arrest of that bastard Lomov. V. Molotov." "Agreed. Stalin” (Архив ЦК КПСС, 
д. No. 4489, папка 1, л. 231-232). 

The next day, June 25, Lomov-Oppokov, who was in the AUCP(b) since 1903, was arrested, accused of being 
a member of a right-wing organization and executed on September 2, 1937. He was rehabilitated in 1956. 

On June 25, 1937, Chernov, People's Commissar of Agriculture of the USSR, wrote a brief note to Stalin, 
informing him that he had learned from other people that his deputy, Geister А. [., was applying for permission 
for his wife's mother to enter the USSR from abroad, and that his wife's sister was recently arrested. Chernov 
asked to instruct the NKVD to check this information and, if the facts are confirmed, to remove Geister from 
his post. On Chernov's note Stalin wrote: "Comrade Molotov. What to do? Stalin." Molotov initially laid out 
the following viewpoint: "In my opinion, do as Comrade Chernov suggests. Molotov." Then he crossed out 
this inscription and the final resolution on the document looks different: "Arrest Geister as a detected enemy. 
V. Molotov." “To J. Stalin" (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 1, л. 233-234). On June 27, Geister was arrested 
and on October 29, 1937, he was sentenced to execution. The case against him has now been dropped for lack 
of corpus delicti. 

The ease with which Molotov decided questions about the fate of people is evident from his resolution on 
the letter of Levin, V. L. — assistant head of the department of the NCID of the USSR and professor at the 
Moscow Institute of Law. In his letter of 26 December 1937, Levin asked Molotov not to remain indifferent to 
the fate of his father – Dr. Levin Г. G., arrested by the NKVD, and recalled that his father was among the first 
old specialists who went to work for the Soviet government, treating Lenin, Dzerzhinsky, Kuibyshev, Gorky and 
others. Levin also wrote that he, Molotov, personally knew his father as a doctor. On Levin's letter, Molotov 
wrote: “To Comrade Yezhov. Is this Levin still in the NKID and not in the NKVD? V. Molotov" (Материалы 


проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 2, л. 146). On December 29 of the same year Levin V. L. was 
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arrested, falsely accused of espionage and of belonging to an anti-Soviet organization and in a few months was 
sentenced to execution. The case against Levin has now been dismissed as falsified. 


On January 28, 1938, Stalin wrote the following note: 


To the members of the PB: Molotov. Kaganovich. Voroshilov. In view of a number of incriminat- 
ing testimonies, I consider the question of arresting a) Kuibyshev, b) Gribov and c) Tkachev (civil 


aviation) to be absolutely urgent. I propose to arrest them immediately. 


This note bears the notation: “Comrade Molotov - in favor, Voroshilov – in favor, Kaganovich - in favor” 
(Архив ЦК КПСС, д. No. 4489, папка 3, л. 12-14). Those named in the note, Kuibyshev М. V. - commander of 
the Transcaucasian Military District, Gribov S. E. - commander of the North Caucasian Military District and 
Tkachev І. Е. – head of the Main Directorate of the Civil Air Fleet, were arrested within days and executed on 
fabricated charges in July-August 1938. They were fully rehabilitated in 1956. 

Speaking on May 11, 1938, at a meeting of the Party staff of the Main Directorate of the Civil Air Fleet, 
Molotov, justifying the mass repressions carried out in the country and boasting of his participation in them, 
stated: 


...For the last year, partly for the last time, we have been forced to replace not only some unfortu- 
nate Japanese spy Tkachev, but much larger executives — all the Commissars, secretaries of oblast 
committees, chairmen of oblast executive committees. We replaced a very large number of people... 
We went so far as to replace not just one Tkachev, we replaced hundreds and thousands of equally 
important workers... We do not currently have a single industrial commissar (we have 7 industrial 
commissars) who has worked for more than 7 months... (Архив ЦК КПСС, личный архив Молотова, 
д. No. 166). 


Kaganovich, as a member of the Politburo and Secretary of the CC of the AUCP(b), was appointed the Com- 
missar of Railways in March 1935 and part-time Commissar of Heavy Industry in August 1937. 

As the head of these major commissariats, Kaganovich single-handedly removed from office and put on 
trial the leaders of the transport and industry, completely unfoundedly attributing them charges of sabotage, 
diversion and subversion. During his work in the transportation in 1936-1938, 13 deputy People's Commissars, 
a number of heads of central administration and 65 chiefs of the NKPS were arrested on charges of anti-Soviet 
activity (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 16, л. 210-238). 

Thus, on the Tomsk railroad, Kaganovich removed two road chiefs – Mironov and Vanyan, who were soon 
arrested and, on trumped up charges of sabotage, were sentenced to execution. In 1956-1957, they were reha- 
bilitated. In addition, among employees of the same railroad, 306 people were arrested on charges of counter- 
revolutionary crimes by May 18, 1937 (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 18, л. 51-55). 

The archives found 35 letters from Kaganovich to the NKVD, in which he raised unfounded serious political 
charges against many transport workers and demanded their immediate arrest. 

For example, on January 5, 1937, Kaganovich sent Yezhov the following letter: 


I have been sent to the Proletarian Locomotive Repair Plant (”Пролетарский паровозоремонтный за- 
вод“) in Leningrad by Comrade Rossov and Kuritsyn. Comrade Rossov found that a gang of pests 
and scoundrels is operating at the plant, which has led the plant to a state of failure. 


I ask you to arrest the following persons: 
1. Bespyatkin – former technical director of the plant and head of the assembly workshop, 


2. Dervel - deputy chief of the prefabrication workshop, 
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. Dulin - planner of the prefabrication workshop, 
. Makarov - head of the technical department, 
. Mikhailov – deputy head of the production department, 


. Vladimirov - Head of the repair workshop, 


м Oo л mW» Q 


. Mikhailov – head of the design group of the technical department and Preobrazhensky – 
deputy chief of the commercial parts plant (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагано- 


вича, T. 3, л. 10). 


All of the listed persons were arrested, of whom Везруа т, Makarov, Mikhailov, Dervel, Dulin and Preo- 
brazhensky were shot. At the same plant a number of other engineers and technicians were arrested. In reality, 
as is now established, there was no sabotage at this plant, the above persons were arrested and sentenced un- 
reasonably, and in 1956-1957 the cases against them were terminated for lack of evidence. 

On June 15, 1937, Kaganovich sent the following letter to the NKVD: 


The technical director of the Dzerzhinsky steam locomotive repair plant in Voronezh, Kozhan... 
was arrested in 1919 by Kolchak as the leader of the uprising against Kolchak. He was transported 
in an armored train by ataman Kalmykov to Nikolo-Ussuriysk prison, where he was kept until 
1920, and for an absolutely unclear reason, despite the fact that he was the leader of the strike, 
chairman of the strike committee, was released from prison. This fact gives reason to suspect that 
Kozhan was recruited by the Japanese counterintelligence... Despite numerous facts of sabotage 
at the Voronezh PRZ, Kozhan has not discovered or exposed a single act of sabotage since 1935. I 
consider it necessary to arrest Kozhan А. A. (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 
3, л. 25). 


Kozhan A. A., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1920, a former worker, participant of the Civil War, who had 
graduated from Rabfak and the Moscow Institute of Transport Engineers, was arrested on the slanderous letter 
of Kaganovich and shot in April 1938. He has now been fully rehabilitated. 


The same criminal line of extermination of cadres was pursued by Kaganovich when he became the Commissar 
of Heavy Industry. 

In his numerous orders, Kaganovich demanded to take up the task of uprooting the sabotage and exposing 
the pests. Here are some excerpts from his orders on the Narkomtiazhprom (People's Commissariat of Heavy 
Industry): 


The high accident rate is the result of unsatisfactory organization of the operation of the equipment 
of stations and networks, the harmful activities of human enemies in power systems and power 
plants, and the poor work in eliminating the consequences of pest activity. 

xx 
Many of the leading workers in the iron and steel industry still do not understand that the deci- 
sive and energetic liquidation of the consequences of sabotage by the Japanese-German, Trotskyist- 
Bukharin saboteurs and spies is the basis for the new upswing in the work of the plants and the 
entire iron and steel industry. 

44+ 


..The sabotage in the “Chelyabugol” (Челябуголь) trust has not been fully exposed, the enemies 


continue to act. 
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...The People’s Commissariat of Heavy Industry demands that all honest people in the apparatus 
of Donbassugol (”Донбассугля“) should, in the Bolshevik way, undertake the task of uprooting the 
stalks of the exposed pests, saboteurs and spies. 


Kaganovich personally sent letters to the NKVD, in which he slandered a number of senior officials of the 
People's Commissariat of Heavy Industry and suggested that they be arrested. 

Characteristic in this regard is the fate of Miroshnikov, a member of the AUCP(b) since 1917, a member of 
the Civil War, a former political officer of the Red Army, a graduate of Promakademy, who worked as head of the 
sector of heavy industry CC AUCP(b), director of the Dnepropetrovsk (“Днепропетровского”) aluminum plant, 
and from September 1937 - the chief director of NKTP's aluminum industry. In January 1938 Kaganovich 
removed him from his post and wrote the following letter to the NKVD: 


At one time the protocols of interrogations of enemies of the people pointed to Miroshnikov P. I, 
NKPT's chief director of aluminum industry, as a participant in a counterrevolutionary organiza- 
tion, but these indications at the time were not sufficient for one to agree with them. 

At present, P. I. Miroshnikov's brief work as head of Glavaluminii has convinced us that these 
testimonies were correct: as head of the Main Department he worked in an ugly and unscrupulous 
manner, he disrupted Party and government decisions concerning the aluminum industry. 

Now Miroshnikov P. I. has been removed from his post as head of Glavaluminii. I believe that 


he can and should be arrested (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 3, л. 67). 


Miroshnikov was arrested and sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment based on fabricated materials. He 
was rehabilitated and restored to the Party only in 1954. 


By order of July 19, 1938 Kaganovich dismissed Lukashin from his post as Glavrezina (“Главрезины”) director, 
accusing him that he "...did nothing to cleanse the apparatus of Glavka (Glavrezina) and the staff of the factories 
from foreign and hostile elements and took no measures to expose malicious work in the Glavka and in the 
factories" (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 2, л. 100). 

By the same order, Kaganovich dismissed Afanasyev, acting director of the tire plant at the Yaroslavl rubber- 
asbestos plant, as well as the deputy head of Glavrezina Komarov for failing to investigate some accidents of an 
allegedly "obviously subversive nature." Soon Lukashin, Afanasyev and Komarov were arrested. Then, with 
the sanction of Kaganovich, the director of the Research Institute of Rubber Industry Madragelov, his deputy 
Chizhevsky, the deputy Chief Engineer of “Rezinoproekt” (“Резинопроекта”) Bushtuev and many specialists of 
Yaroslavl rubber-asbestos plant were arrested. Most of them were sentenced to death on trumped-up charges 
of sabotage. 

Kaganovich authorized the arrest of the leading workers and specialists of the coal, oil, energy and other 
industries on unsubstantiated reports by NKVD authorities. He informed the NKVD of his approval of the 
arrests in the form of lists, placing several dozen people on each list. On one day, May 31, 1938, Kaganovich 
sent Yezhov four such lists containing a total of 116 people. Altogether, on those lists, Kaganovich, on the 
basis of incomplete data, authorized the arrest of more than 800 heavy industry workers (Архив Парткомиссии; 
персональное дело Кагановича, т. 9). 

Kaganovich caused great damage to Party, Soviet and economic cadres during his visits in 1937 to the Kyiv, 
Yaroslavl, Ivanovo and Western oblasts. Kaganovich began his activities in these oblasts with sweeping ac- 
cusations of local workers is a diligent approach to uprooting the enemies and demanded that "questions of 
exposing the enemies" be raised to a higher level. This was followed by mass expulsions from the Party and 
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the arrest of innocent persons on charges of anti-Soviet activities. 


In January 1937, Kaganovich left for Kyiv to explain the decision of the CC of the AUCP(b) "On the unsatis- 
factory Party leadership of the Kyiv Obkom of the CP(b)U and the shortcomings in the work of the CC of the 
CP(b)U" (“О неудовлетворительном партийном руководстве Киевского обкома КП(б)У и о недостатках B работе ЦК 
КП(б)У”). 

Ata meeting of the activists of the Kyiv oblast Party organization, Kaganovich expressed a sweeping political 
distrust of Party workers, stating: 


Enemies... We have now uncovered quite a few of them. We have not uncovered them all yet, we 
will have to work hard to uncover them further... If you are in charge of a Party organization or 
the Party committee, if you are in the staff, you must know that there is an enemy, and you must 
be able to unmask and expose this enemy, and not to trust, but to check everyone, even if they are 


honest (Архив ЦК КПСС, стенограмма выступления Кагановича, л. 38, 52). 


At that time, he slandered Sapov, Secretary of the Kyiv Party Committee, Kosman, Head of the Committee 
of the Cultural Department of the city, Olenchenko, Head of the ORPO of the Kyiv Obkom, his deputy Bermant 
and others. 

Kaganovich invited to this meeting of oblast Party activists a certain Nikolaenko, who had been expelled 
from the Party in 1936 for spreading slanderous statements against Party and scientific workers, and she was 
given the floor. In her speech, Nikolaenko brought political charges against many responsible workers and 


» 


said that she had suffered for exposing "enemies." Kaganovich supported her with cries of "Long live the 
Bolshevik-Leninist truth," and in his speech he portrayed Nikolaenko as a victim of subversive activities of 


hostile elements who had infiltrated the Kyiv Party organization apparatus. He said: 


This is the story of the literally stoic struggle of a devoted Party member, a loyal Party woman who, 
in true Bolshevik Stalinist fashion, attacked and pursued the truth and achieved her truth...Honor 
and glory to Comrade Nikolaenko... We should have more people like Comrade Nikolaenko. More 
if them... Then we'll have fewer enemies, then we'll eradicate enemies more successfully... 

...Аз a Marxist, I want to understand what interest and what force acted here to confuse Niko- 
laenko's case so much... The first force, the main decisive force that acted was the counterrevolu- 
tionary, Trotskyist, sabotage, terrorist organization on the ideological front... The second force that 
confused the matter was the Trotskyists, the saboteurs in the apparatus of the Obkom and the city 


committee (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 13, л. 31, 33, 36). 


Stalin also praised Nikolaenko and set her as ап example. In his speech at the February-March Plenum of the 
CC of the AUCP(b) in 1937, he said: 


Nikolaenko is an ordinary member of the Party... For a whole year she has been sounding the alarm 
about ill-being in the Party organization in Kyiv, exposing nepotism, the petty-bourgeois approach 
to the workers, the clampdown on self-criticism, and the domination of Trotskyist pests. She was 
brushed aside like a pesky fly. Finally, to fend her off, they took her out of the Party. Neither the 
Kyiv organization nor the CC of the CP(b)U helped her get to the truth. Only the intervention of 
the Central Party Committee helped untangle this tangled knot. What emerged after the case was 
solved? It turned out that Nikolaenko was right and the Kyiv organization was wrong. Neither 
more nor less (Архив ИМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 612. Вып. Ш. Л. 95). 
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Thus Kaganovich and Stalin created a false credibility for Nikolaenko. In fact, it turned out that she was a 
malicious slanderer. As early as 1935, Nikolaenko presented to NKVD organs a fictitious scheme of counter- 
revolutionary organization, which allegedly included many senior officers. On the basis of her denunciations, 
Kostiuchenko, the director of the Kyiv History Museum and Artyukhova, a museum worker, were ground- 
lessly convicted on political charges. Throughout 1936, Nikolaenko, in her slanderous statements, accused the 
leading workers of the Ukrainian Association of Marxist-Leninist Institutes, Dzenis, Saradjev, Postolovska and 
others, of anti-Soviet sabotage activities. She then began to accuse the secretaries of the CC CP(b)U Kosior and 
Popov, the heads of departments of the CC Ashrafyan and Topchiev, workers of the Kyiv Obkom and city Party 
Committee Gurevich, Karpov and many others of the same fictitious crimes (Архив Парткомиссии; персональ- 
Hoe дело Кагановича, т. 21, л. 153-157). It also turned out that Nikolaenko was a mentally deranged person. The 
persons named above, as well as many others slandered by her, were repressed. Most of them have now been 
rehabilitated. 


In June 1937, Kaganovich traveled to Yaroslavl, participated in the city and oblast Party conferences, where he 
gave politically harmful instructions. Referring in particular to the difficult situation in cattle breeding, which 
developed because of the lack of fodder and due to other objective reasons, he stated in no uncertain terms: “It 
is absolutely clear that we are dealing here with deliberate sabotage." Kaganovich further asserted: "For sure ... 
among the veterinarians we are dealing with pests. So here, in animal husbandry, you are dealing with a major 
saboteur organization" (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 11, л. 114-115). Kaganovich called 
the second secretary of the Yaroslavl oblast Party committee, Nefedov, a Party member since 1918, who was 
arrested during the Party conference, an enemy of the people. During the conference the Second Secretary of 
the Yaroslavl Party committee, Shekhanov, Assistant to the Second Secretary of the Party committee, Martyanov, 
the Secretary of the oblast executive committee, Bulanov, the head of the organizational department, Prokofyev, 
and the instructor, Sergushev, were also arrested. As a result of the use of illegal methods of investigation, false 
testimony was received from the arrested persons, stating that they were preparing an act of terrorism against 
Kaganovich. 

In August 1937, Kaganovich and Shkiryatov arrived in the Ivanovo oblast. Immediately after their arrival, 
the arrests of the oblast's leading cadres began. Documents reveal the criminal role of Kaganovich in the de- 
ployment of mass repressions against the Party and Soviet activists of the Ivanovo oblast. Here is his telegram, 


sent from Ivanovo: 


Comrade Stalin. 


1) The first reading of the materials shows that it is necessary to arrest immediately the secre- 
tary of the Obkom, Epanechnikov, who is seriously exposed by a number of testimonies as a 
member of the oblast counterrevolutionary center of the Right. It is also necessary to arrest 
Mikhailov, head of the agitation and propaganda department of the Obkom. I ask for your 


sanction. 


2) At the same time, the deputy chairman of the oblast executive committee, Korolev, is arrested 


with Yezhov's sanction (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 10, л. 1-2). 


Speaking at the plenum of the oblast Party committee, Kaganovich demanded the unmasking of the oblast 
leadership and its entourage. How Kaganovich dealt with communists was described in 1961 at a meeting of 
the Party organization of the Ivanovo Soviet National Economic Council by a former employee of the Ivanovo 


oblast Party committee, Leporsky A. M.: 
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... The Secretary of the Ivanovo city Committee Vasiliev was summoned to the rostrum three times by 
Kaganovich, who demanded that he admit that he belonged to a counterrevolutionary organization, 
and then raised the question of expelling him from the Party and himself tore his Party card from 
his hands. On his way out of the Obkom, Vasilyev was arrested, and 30 minutes later Kaganovich 
read out his testimony and cynically declared: “You saw how this bastard was wriggling. He was 
already dragging at the plenum, but he did not have the courage to surrender, and at the NKVD 
half an hour later he was successfully unravelled and confessed to everything’ (Архив Парткомиссии; 


персональное дело Кагановича, т. 21, л. 56-57). 


At the plenum, Kaganovich slandered Nosov, the first secretary of the Obkom, а member of the CC of the 
AUCP(b) and a Party member since 1905, expressing political distrust of him. Soon after the plenum, Nosov 
was arrested, and, like the aforementioned Epanechnikov, Mikhailov, Korolev, Vasilyev and many other Party 
and Soviet officials of the Ivanovo oblast, was groundlessly accused of terror and sabotage and shot (Архив 
Парткомиссии; персональное дело Кагановича, т. 10, л. 157-175). 


Kaganovich acted with the same methods when traveling to the former Western oblast. 


In 1937-1933, Malenkov, working as head of the department of leading Party organs of the CC of the AUCP(b), 
traveled to Belarus, Armenia, Tatar Republic, Rostov, Saratov, Tambov, Tula and other oblasts, where, under 
the guise of exposing the "enemies of the people," he actively participated in the reprisals against many Party 
and Soviet officials. 

In June 1937, the NKVD Administration in the Saratov oblast arrested several leading workers of the oblast 
on the basis of falsified materials, from whom, as a result of provocative methods of investigation, they obtained 
fictitious testimonies about their alleged membership in the leading center of the anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist 
organization. These testimonies also mentioned the criminal activity of the first secretary of the oblast Party 
committee, Krinitsky, the PCC commissioner for the Saratov oblast, Yakovlev and others. A message about the 
arrests and the testimonies received was sent to Yezhov. 

On July 14, 1937 the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) adopted a resolution "On the leadership of the 
Saratov Obkom of the AUCP(b)” (“О руководстве Саратовского обкома BKII(6)"). For showing “weakness in the 
leadership of the Saratov organization and hopeless blindness to the enemies of the people" Krinitsky was 
removed from his job. Implementation of the decision was entrusted to the Secretary of the CC of the AUCP(b) 
Andreev A. A. 

Soon Andreev, Malenkov and responsible employees of the NKVD of the USSR Stromin and Lerner left for 
Saratov. The plan was to hold a plenum of the oblast Party organization, at which the issue of Krinitsky and 
other leading Party workers would be resolved. 


Before the plenum, in order to check the materials available, Malenkov, together with Lerner and Stromin, 
interrogated in the building of UNKVD the arrested worker of the oblast council of Osoaviachim, Koldobsky, 
the UNKVD investigator Torgovkin and Loos. During the interrogation of these persons, blatant facts of fal- 
sification of investigation materials and creation of unfounded accusations against honest communists by em- 


ли 


ployees of UNKVD were revealed. In a memorandum to Yezhov, Stromin reported "outrageous," "anti-Soviet," 
“provocative” methods of investigation and falsification of cases in the UNKVD of Saratov oblast (Архив Парт- 
комиссии; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 50, л. 1-10). 

However, Malenkov, present at the plenum of the Obkom, concealed these facts from the Saratov Party 
organization (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 14). After the Obkom plenum, the beating 


of the leading cadres of Saratov oblast began. 


45 


Results of the investigation into the causes of repression and the A translation by S.B. 
circumstances of political processes in the 1930s 


In August 1937, speaking at the plenum of the Tatar oblast Party committee, Malenkov accused the first 
secretary of the oblast Party committee, Lep, of preventing the exposure of enemies of the people, and also 
unreasonably accused the chairman of the SNK Baichurin, the head of the department of the Obkom Kurnikov, 
the rector of the Communist University Wolfovich and other honest communists of hostile activities. All these 
persons were soon arrested and shot on trumped-up charges. They have now been rehabilitated. In his speech 


at the plenum, Malenkov asserted: 


... The enemies here in Tatarstan are far from being exposed... 
ххх 


The plan is not being carried out Бу the vast majority, including a number of industrial enterprises, 
and we have now seen that wherever the task of the Party and the government is not being carried 


out, enemies should be sought. 
ххх 

...Where there were bread lines, and behind them the enemies were routinely uncovered... 
ххх 


There were quite solid groups of enemies entrenched in the universities and in every educational 


institution. 
He concluded by urging the plenum: 


...create conditions in the organization to expose the enemies and their activities, and secondly, to 
involve all communists and the best part of the non-partisans in exposing the enemies... (Архив 


Парткомиссии; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 51, л. 23-32). 


In connection with the suicide of Ter-Gabrielyan, the arrested chairman of the SNK of the Armenian SSR, in 
September 1937, Malenkov was sent to Armenia with a personal letter from Stalin. In the letter addressed 
to the Bureau of the CC CP(b) of Armenia, Stalin wrote that the Party, economic and cultural affairs in the 
republic were "going from bad to worse," that the Trotskyists and other anti-Party elements were not being 
adequately repulsed by the Party leadership. Stalin presented Ter-Gabrielyan's suicide as an act of his enemies, 
who allegedly "closed his throat" and thus avoided exposure. The letter stated that "as the first measure the 
CC of the AUCP(b) and SNK of the USSR decided to arrest Mugdusi and Guloyan, who cannot but bear direct 
responsibility for all the outrages revealed. The responsibility falls on the First Secretary of the CC of the CP(b) 
of Armenia, and in this regard the representative of the CC of the AUCP(b) Malenkov is sent to investigate on 
the spot" (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 5, л. 163-164). 

Malenkov arrived in Armenia with a group of employees of the USSR NKVD, which was headed Бу Litvin. 
Having arrived in Yerevan, Malenkov immediately ordered the arrest of Guloyan, the chairman of the SNK of 
the Republic, People's Commissar of Internal Affairs Mugdusi, his deputy Gevorkov and others. Within several 
days, false testimonies about the existence of anti-Soviet organization in Armenia were extracted from those 
arrested through the use of physical coercion. On their basis, on 15 September 1937, Malenkov and Litvin tele- 
graphically reported to Stalin and then received instructions from him to arrest the secretary of the Abkhaz 
oblast Party Committee agrba, the second secretary of the CP(b) of Azerbaijan Akopov and to collect materials 
on the first secretary of the CP(b) of Armenia Amatuni (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 
28, л. 13). On the same day, using falsified materials, Malenkov informed the Plenum of the CC of the CP(b) of 


Armenia about the existence of an anti-Soviet organization in the republic, as a result of which, at the Plenum, 
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a number of responsible Party and Soviet workers were expelled from the Party and subsequently arrested. 


The environment in which the investigation of the Mugdusi case was carried out can be seen from the expla- 
nation of the former chief of the Border Troops of Armenia, Petrov G. A., which he gave to the PCC under the 
CPSU CC on November 3, 1957. 


.. Malenkov and NKVD officials Litvin, Altman and Geiman, – writes Petrov, – began interrogat- 
ing the arrested People's Commissar of Internal Affairs of Armenia Mugdusi ... In order to get a 
confession from Mugdusi, Malenkov, Litvin and other employees of the NKVD brigade of the USSR 
began to beat him and they beat him until Mugdusi said that he agreed to give details of the crimes 


he committed (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 31, л. 217). 


Oganesyan А. S., а CPSU member since 1918, former manager of the cotton trust, in his explanation to the 
PCC under the CPSU CC on November 29, 1957, said that in 1937, when he was arrested, Malenkov partici- 


pated in his interrogation and beat him (Архив Парткомиссии; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 29, л. 32-34). 


The arbitrariness and lawlessness imposed by Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich and Malenkov had a negative impact 
primarily on the work of the NKVD bodies. They created a favorable environment for adventurists, provoca- 
teurs and careerists who had infiltrated these agencies and led to massive violations of the rule of law and 
falsification of charges. 

NKVD, prosecutors and judges who fabricated cases against innocent people were given artificial credi- 
bility, and their illegal activities were openly supported. In 1937, a number of resolutions of the CEC of the 
USSR were published in the press about awarding a large number of NKVD employees with orders of the USSR 
"for the exemplary and selfless performance of the most important tasks of the government." As can be seen 
from these resolutions, the most zealous falsifiers and violators of the law were awarded - Kobulov, Goglidze, 
Vakovsky, Redens, Lushkov, Uspensky and the like. In July 1937, Vyshinsky, who had actually done everything 
possible to liquidate the law, was awarded the Order of Lenin "for his successful work in strengthening the rev- 
olutionary legality and the prosecutorial organs." At the same time, a group of prosecutors who were largely 
involved in the falsification of cases on political charges were also awarded the Order of Lenin. The employees 
of the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR who handed down unfounded sentences to hon- 
est Soviet people — Ulrich, his deputy Matulevich, members of the Military Collegium Nikitchenko, Rychkov, 
Goryachev, Zaryanov and others – were wrongly awarded the highest government awards “for successful work 
in strengthening revolutionary legality and protecting the interests of the state." 


(a) Physical coercion of arrested persons as the main method of obtaining false testimony 


In order to induce the arrested persons to sign false reports, they were deceived, promised freedom or light 
punishment and were told that such testimony was allegedly necessary in the interests of the Party and the state 
to expose their true enemies. Those who testified under these circumstances were offered various privileges, 
relaxed prison conditions and other "incentives." 

However, since 1937, the year of mass repression, the use of physical coercion became the main method of 
obtaining false testimonies, self-incrimination and denouncement of minor crimes from those arrested. 

The NKVD directives of 1937-1938, which demanded a "wide development" of measures for "defeating 
the enemies of the people" and scolded slowness in carrying out repressions, contained direct installations 
for lawlessness and laid down cruelty and ruthlessness toward categories of the population to be repressed. 
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Similar demands gave rise to harshness against imaginary enemies of the people also among NKVD personnel 
who directly carried out repression. 

During this period, brutal arbitrariness prevailed in the NKVD organs. The arrested persons, who tried to 
prove their innocence and did not give the required evidence, were as a rule subjected to excruciating torture 


ла 


and torment. They were subjected to the so-called "stands," "conveyor interrogations," confinement in a рип- 
ishment cell, confinement in specially equipped damp, cold or very hot rooms, deprivation of sleep, food and 


water, beatings and various types of torture. 


As itis seen from the telegram of Stalin, sent on January 10, 1939 to the secretaries of the CC of the Communist 
Party of the republics, oblast and provincial Party committees, People's Commissars of Internal Affairs of the 
republics and the heads of oblast departments of the NKVD, the use of physical force on the arrested was 
sanctioned by him on behalf of the CC of the AUCP(b): 


",..the CC of the AUCP(b) clarifies that the use of physical coercion in the practice of the NKVD 
has been allowed since 1937 with the permission of the CC of the AUCP(b)... Experience has shown 
that such an arrangement has yielded results, greatly accelerating the cause of exposing the enemies 
of the people... It is well known that all bourgeois intelligence services use physical force against 
representatives of the socialist proletariat and, moreover, they use it in the most ugly forms. One 
wonders why socialist intelligence should be more humane toward the inveterate agents of the 
bourgeoisie, the sworn enemies of the working class and the collective farmers. The CC of the 
AUCP(b) believes that the method of physical coercion must necessarily continue to be used, by 
way of exception, against the obvious and irresolute enemies of the people, as an absolutely correct 
and expedient method (Архив ЦК КПСС, No.No. 1/с, 2/c, 26/m — 1939 r.). 


The situation of mass repression and the use of physical coercion against the arrested morally corrupted the 
unstable NKVD officers involved in the investigative work. They committed sometimes inexplicable acts of 
cruelty. 

For example, in the NKVD of the Belarusian SSR, the arrested were pulled into straitjackets, doused with 
water and put out into the cold, had ammonia poured into their noses, mockingly called "drops of sincerity” 
(Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 10, л. 51-58). 

In the Economic Division of the NKVD of the USSR, an arrested person was forced to take a suitcase on his 
shoulders and walk around the room with it for hours, saying that he was "going to London with spy materials 
for the British intelligence." In the Special Department of the Belorussian Military District, the arrested were 
forced to squat hundreds of times with a Bible in their outstretched hands, barking like a dog. In the Vologda 
oblast they put the arrested behind a closet in front of a poster with the inscription: "I am a spy and must give 
truthful testimony." In the NKVD of the Turkmen SSR, detainees were put in a decontamination chamber with 
a weak concentration of chloropicrin; in the summer heat they were exposed to the sun, had glue smeared on 
their hair, and when the glue dried, they had their hair combed (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, 
т. 10, л. 5-6, 62). 

A former chief of the Tbilisi prison, Okroshidze, testified during interrogation in June 1954 about the beat- 
ing of the arrested commander of the Georgian division, Commander Buachidze: 


...Buachidze's entire body was covered with solid bruises and contusions. He could not urinate natu- 
rally, because apparently his bladder was damaged and urine was coming out through his stomach... 
Buachidze was already in death throes... the next day he died (Архив Главной военной прокуратуры, 
арх[ивно]-след[ственное] д. No. 0061 по обв[инению] Рухадзе, т. 44, л. 368). 
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The witness Sviridov, interrogated in January 1954 in the case of the former Minister of Internal Affairs 
of the Georgian SSR Rukhadze, testified about the beating in 1937 of the arrested beekeeper of the Letkeman 


State Farm: 


Rukhadze, I saw it personally, beat Letkeman with his fist in the stomach and head, beat him with a 
rope, and once went so far as to tie a twine to Letkeman's genitals and began pulling him, demand- 
ing a statement from Letkeman. At that time I drew up a report of the interrogation of Letkeman 
and saw this picture myself (Архив ГВП, арх[ивно]-след[ственное] д. No. 0061, т. 20, л. 237). 


A former NKVD officer of the Georgian SSR Savitsky under interrogation in August 1953 testified that once 
Beria, speaking of those convicted to execution, declared: "Before they go to the other world, bruise their faces" 
(Архив ГВП, арх[ивно ]-след[ственное] д. No. 0061, т. 11, л. 138). 

An eyewitness to the executions, former NKVD officer of the Georgian SSR Glonti, under interrogation by 
the KGB on June 10, 1954, testified: 


Gruesome scenes played out directly at the scene of the shooting. Krimyan, Hazan, Savitsky, Para- 
monov, Alsayan, Kobulov... Like chain dogs they threw themselves at the completely helpless, rope- 
bound people and mercilessly beat them with the handles of their pistols (Архив ГВП, арх[ивно]- 
след[ственное] д. No. 0061,. т. 43, л. 98). 


As a result of torture and torment, many arrested died, committed suicide, became crippled and fell into 
insanity. Thus brutally beaten were Marshal Blucher of the Soviet Union, a candidate for membership of the 
CC of the AUCP(b), Anvelt, a responsible functionary of the Comintern, head of the political department of 
the People's Commissariat of State Farms died during their investigation by the NKVD. One day after his 
arrest, Bauman, a member of the CC of the AUCP(b) and head of a department of the Party CC, died (Архив 
Парткомиссии; дела No. 1/8672, 9/40, 1/2997, 10/102; персональное дело Маленкова, т. 9, 1. 141-148). Among those 
who committed suicide in prison were Goloded, Chairman of the SNK of the Belarussian SSR, Mogilny, head of 
the secretariat of the Chairman of the SNK of Soviet Socialist Party, Lipendin, second secretary of the Saratov 
Oblast AUCP(b) Committee and others. According to Rosenblum, the former doctor of the Lefortovo prison, 
from December 1936 to January 1938 there were 49 cases of death in custody due to beatings and exhaustion 
(Материалы проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока” т. 8, л. 17-34). 

In the NKVD of the Turkmen SSR, 16 detainees were killed during interrogations. Fictitious documents 
were drawn up about the causes of death. The corpses of those killed were carried out of the NKVD building 
in weapon crates. If the corpses were longer than the crates, they were "shortened" by breaking their legs 
(Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 10, л. 6). 

In the Zhytomyr oblast UNKVD, an innocent 67-year-old Bronstein-Kurilo, convicted extrajudicially, was 
killed with a shovel in a garage. 

In December 1937, Anisimov, Vorobyov, Ovchinnikov, Antipin and other officials of the Belozersk District 
NKVD Department of the Vologda oblast took 55 people sentenced to death by the "troika" to a field and 
hacked them to death with axes. In the same district department, a 70-year-old woman and a 46-year-old in- 


valid woman were killed with logs (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 10, л. 8, 61). 


Available archival documents show that Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich and Voroshilov were well aware of the 
widespread use of physical abuse, inhuman torture and torment by the NKVD, but they did not take any action 
to stop the lawlessness. Allegations about abuses committed by NKVD organs, coming to them even from 
persons whom they knew well from their underground work, from the civil war and from working together 
after the October Revolution, were left without attention. 
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Arrested in August 1937, Kovtyukh, the army inspector, commander, member of the CPSU since 1913, 
appealed to Stalin and Kalinin from Lefortovo prison. In a statement to Kalinin he wrote: 


I, Kovtyukh E. І., a worker, a communist since 1918, a member of the All-Russian CEC, a member 
of the Military [Council], served voluntarily in the Red Army for 20 years, a corresponding officer, 
was awarded three Orders of the Red Banner, was not tried, received no penalties. For about two 
months I have been in solitary confinement in Lefortovo prison, with a sick heart, stomach and 
extremely mentally distressed. I do not know what I am dying for and why such a cruel punish- 
ment was inflicted on me. I was given several unfounded accusations. No facts were given, because 
there were none and could not be. I honestly declare before the Soviet power that I have never been 
and will never be a criminal before the Communist Party and the Soviet power... You know very 
well how I fought for the Soviet power, the whole nation knows about it... І am the commander 
of that glorious campaign, which was truthfully described by A. Serafimovich in his "Iron Stream" 
(”Железном потоке“). I am the Kozhukh who with his 60,000-strong mass of fighters, refugees, their 
wives and children, half-dressed, half-starved, inadequately armed, made the five-hundredth cam- 
paign, having crossed the Caucasus range and brought this army out of the enemy encirclement. I 
commanded the division which liberated Stalingrad from the whites by a night attack. I was the 
commander of the landing party, which was sent into the rear of the Whites, almost to certain death, 
but did not perish, and brilliantly fulfilled its task. In addition, Iled many dozens of battles and had 
no defeats. These glorious battles our socialist people will never forget. I am aware of the upcoming 
war of the Red Army against the fascist world. This war will require great sacrifices, great prepa- 
ration, skill and indestructible will of the commanders of the Red Army and the effort of the whole 
country. I have made serious preparations for this war. I have two wars worth of battle experience, I 
have large experience of peacetime combat training, I have military-scientific and historical works, 
and I regard myself as perfectly prepared for the future war. Therefore I beg you not to believe the 
slander against me and not to ruin my honest life which was devoted to the Communist Party and 
the Soviet power up to the end. I repeat, my life is necessary for the Red Army, for the defense of 
our socialist fatherland against world fascism. 

My health, being in solitary confinement, is deteriorating by the hour, my heart and stomach are 
in great pain. I ask that an appropriate decision be made and that I be released from undeserved 
imprisonment... I end with tears and hope that you will save my life. 

Member of the All-Russian CEC - Kovtukh E. I. 


Please send the papers (Архив КГБ, арх[ивно]-след[ ственное] д. No. 964472, отдельный пакет). 


However, this statement did not have any effect and Kovtukh was shot by the verdict of the Military Col- 
legium of the Supreme Court of the USSR on July 29, 1938. In 1956 the case against him was dropped for lack 


of evidence. 


On July 28, 1938, Rudzutak Y. E., candidate member of the Politburo of the CPSU CC, deputy chairman of the 
SNK of the USSR, member of the Presidium of the CEC of the USSR and the All-Russian CEC, Party mem- 
ber since 1905, having spent 10 years in penal servitude for revolutionary activity was forced to abandon his 


testimony in court. In his last statement in court, Rudzutak stated: 


...his only request to the court is to bring to the attention of the CC of the AUCP(b) the fact that in the 
NKVD organs there is still an unrooted pus which artificially creates cases, forcing innocent people 
to confess guilt, that there is no verification of the circumstances of the charges and no opportunity 
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to prove their innocence to those crimes which are put forward by one or another testimony of 
various persons. The methods of the investigation are such that they make up and incriminate 
innocent people, not to mention the very person under investigation. He asks the court to give him 
an opportunity to describe all of this to the CC of the AUCP(b) (Архив КГБ, арх[ивно]-след[ственное] 
д. No. P-4001, л. 219). 


This statement was left unanswered and the next day Rudzutak was shot. In 1956, the case against him was 
dismissed as falsified.? 


The arrested deputy commander of the Transbaikal military district commander Lisovsky reported in his state- 


ment of February 22, 1933 to Voroshilov: 


...They beat [me] brutally, with anger. For ten days they did not give [me] a minute's sleep, without 
stopping the torture. After that they sent [me] to a punishment cell... They kept me on my knees 
for 7-8 hours with my hands raised up or they pushed [my] head under the table, in which position 
I also had to spend 7-8 hours. The skin on my knees was all peeling off and I was standing on live 
meat. These tortures were accompanied by blows on the head and back (Материалы проверки дела 


на Тухачевского и др., T. 50, л. 2-5). 


In July 1941, Lisovsky was sentenced to 10 years in a correctional labor camp (“ИТЛ”). In 1955, his case 


was reviewed and dismissed. 


The archives of the KGB and the USSR Prosecutor's Office contain numerous complaints and reports from those 
arrested about the use of physical coercion and torture during the interrogation. These complaints, including 


those addressed to Stalin, Molotov and others, were for the most part not considered. 
(b) Repression of Party and state cadres from "lists" 


One of the unprecedented and outrageous forms of lawlessness and arbitrariness is the repression of people 
on so-called “lists” (“спискам”). 

In 1937-1938, when mass repressions began in the country, the NKVD of the USSR began to compile lists 
of persons arrested on political charges, whose cases were to be considered by the Military Collegium and to 
determine their punishments in advance. 

In order to prepare and compile the lists, a "special group" was created in the central apparatus of the 
NKVD of the USSR, whose activities were strictly classified from other employees. Questions about penalties 
were predetermined by senior officials of the NKVD of the USSR, the Chairman of the Military Collegium of 
the USSR Supreme Court Ulrich and Deputy Prosecutor Roginsky. 

The lists were compiled not on the basis of the materials of the investigation cases, but on the basis of 
brief information provided by the NKVD of the USSR from the periphery. The lists were divided according 
to territory and "categories," which indicated what kind of punishment the persons on the lists were to be 
subjected to. "First category" meant firing squad, "second" 10 years and "third" 8 years in prison. The lists 
included only surnames, first names and patronymics; no other data was given. We found cases when the 
lists included those arrested for whom the investigation had not yet been completed. The lists were prepared 
carelessly, often with distorted names and patronymics; some individuals were included in them several times. 

Prepared lists were presented by Yezhov to Stalin. The lists have the signatures of Stalin, Molotov, Kaga- 
novich, Voroshilov, Zhdanov. The presence of these signatures meant the approval of the lists and essentially 
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decided the fate of the people on them. The first lists were approved on February 27, 1937, that is, in the first 
days of the February-March Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b). 


Stalin and others had a purely formal approach to resolving the fate of many thousands of Soviet people. This is 
evidenced, for example, by the fact that they signed many letters in one day concerning a very large number of 
arrested people. On November 22, 1937, for example, Stalin, Molotov and Zhdanov approved 12 lists of 1,352 
persons and on December 7 of that year 13 lists of 2,397 persons, of whom 2,124 were to be shot; on January 
3, 1938 Zhdanov, Molotov, Kaganovich and Voroshilov approved 22 lists of 2,770 persons; on April 19, 1938, 
Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich and Zhdanov approved 29 lists for 2,799 people; on June 10, 1938, Stalin and 
Molotov signed 29 lists for 2,750 people, of whom 2,371 were to be shot; and on September 12, 1938, Stalin, 
Molotov and Zhdanov approved 38 lists for 6,013 people, of whom 4,825 were to be shot. 

From February 27, 1937 to September 29, 1938, 383 lists of 44,161 persons were processed and approved, 
of whom 38,627 were subject to execution, 5,430 to imprisonment in a labor camp (“ИТЛ”) for 10 years and 
104 for 8 years. 

The signature of Molotov is on 373 lists of 43,569 persons, Stalin on 361 lists of 41,391 persons, Zhdanov 
on 175 lists of 20,985 persons, Kaganovich on 189 lists of 19,110 persons and Voroshilov on 186 lists of 18,474 
persons. 

After approval of the lists, they were sent to the Military board of the Supreme Court or to extrajudicial 
bodies – "the special troika" — which only formalized the punishment indicated in the lists by their verdicts 
and resolutions. It has been established that the Military Collegium passed sentences in absentia against the 
persons included in the lists without examination of the cases in court and even without requesting the in- 
vestigative files from the local NKVD organs. The decisions about the execution of the former NKVD officers, 
some military people and state officials were made not in court, but in so-called "special mode" by a commis- 
sion consisting of Vyshinsky or his deputy Roginsky, Ulrich and Yezhov or his deputy Frinovsky. 

A perusal of the lists shows that in a number of cases names are crossed out, new ones are added and the 


ла 


proposed punishment is changed; next to some names, there are inscriptions such as “май,” "postpone." One 
of the lists, signed by Stalin and Molotov, next to the surname of Baranov M. I., former head of the Red Army 


Sanitary Department, is written: "beat and beat." 


The following examples give an idea of how the lists went through the corresponding instances. 

In October 1937, a list with the heading "Moscow-Center" was sent from the NKVD of the USSR to convict 
68 persons under the first category. Four names were crossed out of the list during its review. There are 
signatures on the list: “For. Stalin J., Molotov V., Kaganovich, Voroshilov K.” After the list was approved, 
the Military Collegium drew up sentences for all those on it and they were executed, with 36 of them being 
sentenced on the same day — October 30, 1937. In 1954-1959, 63 of the 64 people convicted on this list were 
rehabilitated. 

In November 1937, the NKVD of the USSR submitted a list under the same heading, "Moscow Center," of 
292 people. The attachéd certificate stated that the list included: 


I. Former members and candidates of the CC of the AUCP(b) - 45 


П. Former members of the People's Control Commission and the CSC and the Revision Commis- 
sion of the CC - 28 


III. Former secretaries of oblast and regional committees - 12 


IV. Former addressees of people's commissars, deputy people's commissars and presidents of 


oblast executive committees — 26 
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V. Former senior employees of People's Commissariats — 149 
VI. Former military officers – 15 


VII. Former workers of NKVD - 17. 


On this list, there are many marks made with pencils of different colors, 63 surnames are crossed out. The 
first page of the list contains signatures of those who approved it: "For – Molotov, Stalin J., Voroshilov K., 
Kaganovich, Zhdanov." 

Of the 229 people left on the approved list, 227 were shot, two were imprisoned in a correctional labor 
camp. As of present, the cases against 223 people have been discontinued and they have been rehabilitated. 
All the persons initially crossed off this list were later included in other lists and also shot. 


In July 1938 Yezhov sent Stalin the list and a note written in pencil on a scrap of paper, as follows: “S[ov] secret. 
To Comrade Stalin. I am sending the list of those arrested subject to trial by the Military Collegium under the 
first category. Yezhov. 07.26.33 (sic).” There were 139 names on the list under the name “Moscow Center." 
There is a resolution on the list: “For the execution of all 138 people. St[alin] J., Molotov V." (The original 
number “139” was changed to “138” and the name of Yegorov A. I., former Marshal of the Soviet Union, who 
was later also shot, is crossed out of the list.) All the people on the list were shot, most of them during the two 
days following the approval of the list: 50 people on July 28th and 62 on July 29th. 

Of the 138 people executed according to the list, 134 have now been posthumously rehabilitated; the cases 
of two individuals have not been reconsidered and the rehabilitation of two former NKVD officers was denied 
because they were found to have participated in falsifying the investigation files. 

In August 1938, Yezhov sent Stalin the lists and the following note: 


Sov secret. 
Comr. Stalin 


I am sending for approval four lists of persons to be tried by the Military Collegium. 


1. List No. 1 (general). 


( 
2. List No. 2 (former military personnel). 
3. List No. 3 (former NKVD workers). 

( 


4. List No. 4 (wives of the enemies of the people). 


I request the sanction to convict all of them under the first category. 
Yezhov. 
08.20.38. 


All these lists were approved by Stalin and Molotov without any notation and according to them 660 people 
were convicted, 620 of them were sentenced to execution and 40 to imprisonment in a correctional labor camp. 


At present, 578 people have been rehabilitated. 


A perusal of the lists shows that they usually included the most eminent persons of the Communist Party and 
the Soviet State, the leading workers of the Party, Soviet, trade-union and Komsomol bodies, the important 
economic leaders, prominent military men, prominent scientists and artists, the oldest members of the Party 
arrested on trumped-up charges. 

On the basis of the lists were executed: 
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Members of the CC of the AUCP(b): Enukidze A. S., former Secretary of the CEC of the USSR, Party mem- 
ber since 1898; Kabakov I. D., Secretary of the Sverdlovsk Obkom, Party member since 1914; Krinitsky A. I., 
Secretary of the Saratov Obkom, Party member since 1915; Nosov I. P., Secretary of the Ivanovo Obkom, Party 
member since 1905; Razumov M. O., Secretary of the Irkutsk Obkom, Party member since 1913; Rumyantsev. 
I. P., Secretary of the Western Obkom, Party member since 1905; Khatayevich M. M., Secretary of the CC of the 
CP(b) of Ukraine, Party member since 1913; Sheboldaev B. P., Secretary of the Kursk Obkom, Party member 
since 1914; Zhukov I. P., Commissar of Local Industry of the RSFSR, Party member since 1909; Kadatsky I. F., 
head of the NKTP Main Department, Party member since 1914; Lebed D. Z., Deputy Chairman of the SNK of 
the RSFSR, Party member since 1909; Lobov. S. S., RSFSR People's Commissar of Food Industry, Party member 
since 1913; Chudov M. S., Chairman of the All-Kopromsoviet (“Всекопромсовет”), Party member since 1913; 
Knorin V. G., Deputy Head of the Propaganda and Agitation Department of the CC of the AUCP(b), Party 
member since 1910; Lyubimov I. E., USSR People's Commissar of Light Industry, Party member since 1902; 
Ryndin. K. V., Secretary of the Chelyabinsk Obkom, Party member since 1915; Sulimov D. E., Chairman of the 
SNK of the RSFSR, Party member since 1905; Antipov N. K., Chairman of the People's Control Commission 
and Deputy Chairman of the USSR SNK, Party member since 1912; Bubnov A. S., Commissar of Education of 
the RSFSR, Party member since 1903; Vareikis I. M., Secretary of the Far Eastern Regional Committee, Party 
member since 1913; Mehlauk V. I., Chairman of the State Planning Committee, Deputy Chairman of the USSR 
SNK, Party member since 1917; Pyatnitsky I. A., head of the Political Department of the CC of the AUCP(b), 
Party member since 1898; Rudzutak Y. E., Deputy Chairman of the SNK of the USSR, Party member since 
1905; Rukhimovich M. L., USSR People's Commissar of Defense Industry, Party member since 1913; Stetsky 
A. L, head of the Propaganda Department of the CC of the AUCP(b), Party member since 1915; Yakovlev Y. 
A., head of the Agricultural Department of the CC of the AUCP(b), Party member since 1913; Alekseev P. A., 
Chairman of the Leningrad oblast Trade Union Council, Party member since 1314; Ukhanov K. V., Commissar 
of Local Industry of the RSFSR, Party member since 1907; Lavrentyev-Kartvelishvili І. I., former Secretary of 
the CC CP(b) of Georgia, Secretary of the Crimean Obkom, Party member since 1910. 

Candidates to the CC of the AUCP(b): Bykin Y. B., Secretary of the Bashkir Obkom, Party member since 
1912; Weger Е. I., Secretary of the Odessa Obkom, Party member since April 1917; Gikalo М. F., Secretary of the 
Kharkov Obkom, Party member since July 1917; Deribas T. D., head of the UNKVD for the Far Eastern Territory, 
Party member since 1903; Eremin I. G., Deputy Commissar of Light Industry of the USSR, Party member since 
1917; Kalmanovich M. I., Commissar of Grain and Livestock State Farms of the USSR, Party member since 1917; 
Kalygina A. S., Secretary of the Voronezh City Committee, Party member since 1915; Kaminsky G. N., USSR 
People's Commissar of Health, Party member since 1913; Kubyak N. A., Chairman of the Supreme Council 
of Communal Economy under the CEC of the USSR, Party member since 1898; Lepa. A. K., Secretary of the 
Tatar Obkom, Party member since 1914; Osinskiy V. V., Director of the Institute of the History of Science and 
Technology of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR, Party member since 1907; Popov N. N., Third Secretary of 
the CC of the CP(b) of Ukraine; Ptukha V. V., Secretary of the Far Eastern Regional Committee, Party member 
since 1917; Serebrovsky A. L, Deputy Commissar of Heavy Industry, Party member since 1903; Unshliht I. 
S., Acting Secretary of the CEC of the USSR, Party member since 1900; Filatov N. A., former chairman of the 
Moscow oblast Executive Committee, Party member since 1912; Demchenko N. N., People's Commissar of 
the USSR State Farms, Party member since 1916; Komarov N. P., People's Commissar of the RSFSR Municipal 
Economy, Party member since 1909; Pavlunovsky I. P., head of the NKTP Mobotdel, Party member since 1905; 
Polonsky V. I. Deputy People's Commissar of Communications of the USSR, Party member since 1912; Semenov 
B. A., Secretary of the Volgograd Obkom, Party member since 1907; Struppe P. I., Head of the Administration of 
the Commissariat of State Farms of the USSR, Party member since 1907; Shubrikov V. P., Secretary of the West 
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Siberian Regional Party Committee; Blonraven G. I., Head of the GUSHOSDOR, Party member since 1917; 
Gryadinsky F. P., Chairman of the West Siberian Regional Executive Committee, Party member since 1912; 
Kuritsyn V. I., head of the steam locomotive repair plant trust of the NKPS, Party member since April 1917; 
Musabekov G. M., former chairman of the ZSFSR SNK; Mikhailov V. M., head of the construction of the Palace 
of Soviets, Party member since 1915; Sarkisov S. A., chief of Donbasugol, Party member since 1917; Strievsky, 
К. К., chairman of the CC of the Union of Heavy Machine Building, Party member since 1902; Eliava S. Z., 
deputy commissar of light industry of the USSR, Party member since 1904; Bulin A. S., Chief of the Command 
Department of the PCD of the USSR, Party member since 1914; Zatonsky V. P., Commissar of Education of 
the UkSSR, Party member since 1917; Mikhailov M. E., Secretary of the Voronezh oblast Party Committee; 
Pakhomov М. I., Commissar of Water Transport of the USSR, Party member since 1917; Pramnek E. K., Secretary 
of the Donetsk Obkom, Party member since 1917; Isayev U. D., chairman of the SNK of the Kazakh SSR. 

Executive officers of the CC of the AUCP(b). Comintern and the CC of the Komsomol: Angarov A. IL, 
Deputy Head of the Cultural and Lighting Department; Tankhilevich A. M., Deputy Head of the Agricultural 
Department; Vasiliev B. A., Head of the Sector, Party member since 1904; Yukov K. I., Head of the Sector of 
the CC of the AUCP(b); Frenkel A. A. and Meerzon Z. I., members of the PCC; Davidson R. E., head of the 
PCC group, member of the Party since 1910; Kuhn B. M., member of the Presidium of the ECCI, member 
of the AUCP(b) since 1916, member of the Hungarian Social Democratic Party since 1903; Comintern staff 
Pestkovsky S. S., a member since 1908, and Melnikov B. N., a member since 1916; Chemodanov V. T., secretary 
of the executive Committee of the Young Communist International (YCI); Lukianov D. D., secretary of the 
Komsomol (“ВЛКСМ”) CC; Andreev S. I., first secretary of the CC of the Komsomol of Ukraine. 

Secretaries of the CC of the National Committee of the AUCP(b): Amosov M. K., Secretary of the CC of the 
CP(b) of Kyrgyzstan, Party member since 1917; Amatuni A. S., Secretary of the CC of the CP(b) of Armenia; 
Tseher A. A., Secretary of the CC of the CP(b) of Uzbekistan, Party member I since 1917; Akopov A. E., Sec- 
retary of the CC of the CP(b) of Azerbaijan; Kudryavtsev S. A., Secretary of the CC of the CP(b) of Ukraine; 
Zhebrovsky V. Y., Secretary of the CC of the CP(b) of Belarus; Marchuk M. I. and Kravtsov I. A., Secretaries of 
the Krasnodar Obkom; Akulinushkin P. D. and Goludov S. T. – secretaries of the Krasnoyarsk Obkom; Malinov 
M. M., secretary of the Azov-Black Sea Obkom; Sergeev K. M., secretary of the Ordzhonikidze Obkom; Popok 
Y. A., Secretary of the Nemobkom (“Немобком”), Party member since 1909; Samursky-Efendiev N., Secretary of 
the Dagestan Obkom; Erbanov M. N., Secretary of the Buryat-Mongolian Obkom; Zhadnov Z. Y., Secretary of 
the Mari Obkom; Berman B. Z. and Stolyar A. Y., secretaries of the Sverdlovsk Obkom; Zimin. N. N., secretary 
of the Yaroslavl Obkom, member of the Party since - year; Khitarov К. M., secretary of the Chelyabinsk Obkom; 
Goldin Y. G., secretary of the Volgograd Obkom; Kontorin D. A., Secretary of the Arkhangelsk Obkom; Ryabinin 
Е. I., Secretary of the Voronezh Obkom; Sverdlov S. M., Secretary of the Semipalatinsk Obkom; Pindur I. M., 
Secretary of the Donetsk Obkom; Yevtushenko D. M., Secretary of the Nevsky City Committee; Bykhovskiy 
Y. M., Secretary of the Tashkent City Committee; Khavkin G. I., Secretary of the Kuibyshev City Committee; 
Stepanov M. V., Secretary of the Krasnoyarsk City Committee; Soyfer Y. G., Secretary of the Tula City Commit- 
tee, Party member since 1907; Ilyin I. L., Secretary of the Astrakhan City Committee; Morozov A. S., Secretary 
of the Sverdlovsk City Committee; Starostin К. F., Secretary of the Penza City Committee; Rynevich К. V., 
Secretary of the Kemerovo City Party Committee. 

Officials of the staff of the CEC of the USSR. The SNK of the USSR. People’s Control Commission. State 
Planning Committee (Gosplan), People’s Commissariats, bodies of justice, industry and transport, Soviet mis- 
sions abroad: Akulov I. A., Secretary of the CEC, USSR, a member of the SNK under the CC of the AUCP(b), 
Party member since 1907; Milutin V. P., Chairman of the Committee for Educational Institutions under the 


CEC of the USSR, Party member since 1903; Kleiner I. M., chairman of the Procurement Committee under the 
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SNK of the USSR; Melnichansky G. N., chairman of the Invention Commission under the USSR SNK, Party 
member since 1902; Khvylya A. A., head of the Department of Arts under the USSR SNK; Nazaretian A. M., 
secretary of the People's Control Commission under the USSR SNK, Party member since 1905; Moskvin I. M., 
member of the People's Control Commission Bureau, Party member since 1914; Remeyko A. G., Party member 
since 1914; Gindin-Ginzburg J. I. and Sulkovsky F. V., People's Control Commission members; Dogadov A. 
I., People's Control Commissioner, Party member since 1905; Gurevich A. I. and Smirnov G. L, chairmen of 
the USSR State Planning Commission; Quiring E. I., deputy chairman of the USSR State Planning Commis- 
sion, Party member since 1912; Popov M. V., People's Commissar of USSR procurement; Osipov-Shmidt O. 
P., Deputy People's Commissar of Heavy Industry; Muklevich R. A., Deputy People's Commissar of Defense 
Industry; Bilik P. B. and Postnikov A. M., Deputy People's Commissars of Railways; Levin R. Y., Party member 
since 1915, and Abolin K. K. - deputy Commissars of Finance; Sudin S. K. and Friedrichson L. H., Party mem- 
ber since 1908, deputy Commissars of Foreign Trade; Bolotin Z. S. and Khloplyankin M. I., Party member since 
1914, deputy Commissars of Internal Trade; Ostrovsky G. L., Deputy Commissar of State Farms; Loganovsky 
M. A., Deputy Commissar of Food Industry; Myshkov N. G., Deputy Commissar of Light Industry; Margulis 
B. B., member of the board of the USSR People's Commissariat of Light Industry, Party member since 1912; 
Tkachev I. F., head of the Main Directorate of Civil Air Fleet; Ivanov-Kavkazsky V. G., chief of the head office of 
NKTP, Party member since 1905; Mazlakh S. M., chief of the Committee of Procurement; Krasnoshchekov A. 
M., chief of the People’s Commissariat of Agriculture chapter, Party member since 1898; Barinov M. V., chief of 
Glavneft, Party member since 1904; Bliznichenko A. E., manager of the Soyuzdiesel trust, Party member since 
1912; Radchenko I. I., manager of the "Torphozavodstroy" trust, Party member since 1898; Melamed I. S., head 
of "Zagotzerno;" Klimenko I. E., deputy head of "Zagotzerno," Party member since 1912; Beloborodoe A. G., 
Deputy Commissioner of the Committee for Procurement of the Azov-Black Sea Territory, Party member since 
1907. 

Krylenko N. V., People's Commissar of Justice of the USSR, Party member since 1904; Segal G. M., Chief 
Transport Prosecutor; Mezhin Y. Y., Chairman of the Transport Board of the USSR Supreme Court, Party mem- 
ber since 1904; Pilyavsky S. S., Chairman of the Special Board of the USSR Supreme Court, Party member since 
1903; Medvedev A. V., member of the USSR Supreme Court, Party member since 1904; Medved F. D., former 
head of the UNKVD for the Leningrad oblast, Party member since 1907. 

Kharlamov М. M., head of the Central Aerohydrodynamic Institute (“ЦАГИ”); Amosov А. M., head of the 
Kalinin railroad, Party member since 1914; Enukidze T. T., manager of the Moscow factory Goznak, Party 
member since 1899; Fesenko I. A., head of the Donbassugol association; Bodrov A. M., director of plant No. 
192, Party member since 1914; Dyakonov S. S., director of the Gorky automobile plant; Nesterovsky I. Y., 
director of the Chelyabinsk Tractor Plant; P. I. Svistun, director of the Kharkiv Tractor Plant, Party member 
since 1909. 

Soviet ambassadors: in Hungary - Bekzadyan A. A., in Poland - Davtyan J. H., in Lithuania - Podolsky B. 
G., in Germany - Yurenev K. K., in Turkey - Karski M. A., in Mongolia - Tairov V. H.; USSR trade representative 
in Czechoslovakia – Ulyanov А. Е; USSR trade representative in Japan – Kochetov V. N., Party member since 
1915. 

Senior officials of the Soviet apparatus of the Union and autonomous republics, territories and oblast: 
Ryskunov T. R., deputy chairman of the RSFSR SNK; Karp S. B., chairman of the Gosplan of the RSFSR; Bon- 
darenko M. I., chairman of the SNK of the Ukrainian SSR; Volkovich D. I., chairman of the SNK of the Belaru- 
sian SSR; Atabaev K. S., chairman of the SNK of the Turkmen SSR; Khodjibayev A., chairman of the SNK of the 
Tajik SSR; Kaktyn A. M., deputy chairman of the SNK of the Tajik SSR, a member of the Party since 1916; T. 
R. Voroshilov, chairman of the SNK of the Kyrgyz SSR; Mamedbekov K. G., chairman of the Dagestan ASSR; 
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Legkonravov P. K., chairman of the Far Eastern Regional Executive Committee; Reschikov I. L, chairman of 
the Krasnoyarsk oblast Executive Committee; Ivanov I. U., chairman of the Azov-Black Sea oblast Executive 
Committee; Semenov R. S., Chairman of the Volgograd oblast Executive Committee; Fomin V. K., chairman of 
the Yaroslavl oblast Executive Committee; Burov A. N., chairman of the Gorky oblast Executive Committee; 
Genyavsky M. A., chairman of the Chelyabinsk oblast Executive Committee; Grachev A. P., chairman of the 
Sverdlovsk oblast executive committee; Grishaev P. G. Grishaev, chairman of the Orenburg oblast Executive 
Committee; Rakitov G. D., chairman of the Kursk oblast Executive Committee; Polbitsin G. T., chairman of 
the Kuibyshev oblast Executive Committee; Ivanov V. F., chairman of the Kalinin oblast Executive Committee; 
Baryshev N. I., chairman of the Saratov oblast Executive Committee. 

The oldest members of the Party: Ganetskii Y. S., Party member since 1896, director of the Museum of 
the USSR Revolution; Smirnov A. P., Party member since 1896; Nemtsov N. M., Party member since 1897; 
Natsarenus S. P., Party member since 1904; Ryabov A. N., Party member since 1906, chairman of the CC of 
the Union of Builders; Mesyatsev P. A., Party member since 1906; Mayorov M. M., Party member since 1906, 
deputy chairman of the Central Union; Bakhutov A. M., Party member since 1909; Antikol P. M., Party member 
since 1911. 

Red Army and Navy command and policy staff: Orlov V. M., Deputy Commissar of Defense of the USSR 
and chief of the Naval Forces of the Red Army ("PKKA"), Y. I. Alksnis, Deputy Commissar of Defense of the 
USSR and chief of the Naval Air Forces of the Red Army, Party member since 1916; Viktorov M. V., chief of 
the Naval Forces of the Red Army; Kruchinkin N. K., chief of the Main Administration of Frontier Troops; 
Berzin Y. K., chief of the Intelligence Administration of the Red Army, Party member since 1905; Abramov- 
Mirov A. L., assistant chief of the Intelligence Administration of the Red Army, Party member since 1916; 
Sedyakin A. I., chief of the Air Defense Department of the country; Kuchinsky D. A., chief of the Red Army 
General Staff Academy; Lavrov V. K., chief of the Red Army Air Force Staff; Khripin V. V., commander of 
Special Purpose Aviation; Levichev V. N., deputy chief of the Red Army General Staff; Kashirin N. D., head of 
the combat training department of the Red Army; Baranov M. I., head of the sanitary department of the Red 
Army, Party member since 1907; Ludry I. M., head of the Naval Academy; Ippo B. M., head of the Military- 
Political Academy, Party member since 1914; Aksenov A. M., head of the communications department of the 
Red Army, Mednikov M. L., head of the construction department of the Red Army; Movchin N. N., head of the 
fuel supply department of the Red Army; Synkov I. I., head of the supply department of the Navy; Sazontov 
A. Y., head of the military construction department in the Far East. 

Commanders of military districts: Belorussian — Belov I. P., Leningrad - Dybenko P. E., Uralian - Gailit Y. P., 
North Caucasian – Gribov S. E., Central Asian – Gryaznov I. K., Transcaucasian – Kuibyshev М. М. Commander 
of the Fleets: Black Sea – Kozhanov I. K., Pacific — Kireev С. P. 

Chief of the Air Force of the Special Far Eastern Army Ingaunis F. A., Commander of the Amur military 
flotilla Kadatsky-Rudnev I. N., Commander of the Primorsky Group of Forces of the Special Red Banner Far 
Eastern Army (OKDVA) Levandovsky M. K., Commander of the 5th Air Corps Kokhansky V. S., commander 
of the 4th Cossack Corps Kosogov I. D., commander of the 3rd Cavalry Corps Serdich D. F., member of the 
Military Council of the Northern Military Fleet Bayrachny P. P., member of the Military Council of the Central 
Asian Military District Bauser F. D., member of the Military Council of Special Purpose Aviation Greenberg 
I. M., member of the Military Council of the Kharkov Military District Ozolin C. I., member of the Military 
Council of the Pacific Fleet Okunev G. C. 


It is clear from the above data that the leading core and the most valuable cadres of the Party and state were 


annihilated according to the lists. By approving the lists, Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich, Voroshilov and Zh- 
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danov directly determined the fate of people, depriving tens of thousands of innocent communists and non- 
Party members of their freedom and lives. This was unbridled arbitrariness on the part of Stalin, Molotov, 
Kaganovich, Voroshilov and Zhdanov, for which they bear personal responsibility before the Party, the Soviet 


people and the international revolutionary movement. 


2.2.8 Repressions against military personnel 


Mass unjustified repressions against military personnel began after the February-March Plenum of the CC of 
the AUCP(b) in 1937. 
At this plenum Molotov, in his closing speech, referring to the situation in the army, said: 


...I did not touch the military department, but now I will touch the military department. I have not 
spoken about the War Department, but now I will speak about it. The War Department is really a 
very big affair, and it will be checked, not now, but later, and it will be checked very thoroughly. 

...If there are pests in all branches of the economy, can we imagine that only there are no pests? 
That would be ridiculous, that would be complacency, bad complacency. 

...I will say that at first we had the suggestion of hearing a special report by the War Department 
here, but then we gave it up because we had the importance of the case in mind, but so far there are 
small symptoms of pest work, of spy-sabotage and Trotskyist work. But I think that here too there 
should be more if we were to look more closely (Архив ИМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 595. JI. 139,140,143, 


неправленая стенограмма) е 


This was the first open statement of one of the leaders of the Party and government about sabotage, espi- 
onage and subversive Trotskyist activities in the army and that the army "will be checked very harshly." 


Such a statement of Molotov had no basis whatsoever. 

Voroshilov, former People's Commissar of Defense of the USSR, in his speech at this plenum, did not express 
any serious fears about the contamination of the army with alien elements, including former opposition mem- 
bers. He then stated that "in the Workers' and Peasants' Red Army by now, fortunately or unfortunately, and I 
think by great fortune, not many enemies of the people have yet been discovered," that the former opposition- 
ists arrested back in 1936 – Putna, Primakov, Schmidt, Turovsky and Zyuk - had always been under constant 
surveillance by the NKVD and the command and there had been not a single case where they "had shown 
themselves clearly." Then Voroshilov said that in the last three years about 22 000 persons were discharged 
from the army “for different reasons, but chiefly for reasons of unfitness and political unreliability, of whom 
5 000 were thrown out as oppositionists and as all kinds of political unprofitable element. By March 1937, 
in the army there were, according to Voroshilov, only 700 former Trotskyists, Zinovievites and rightists, both 
members of the AUCP(b) and excluded. Describing the moral-political condition of the Red Army personnel, 
Voroshilov said: ^... the selection in the army is exceptional. The country gives us the best people... Today, the 
army is a combat-ready armed force loyal to the Party and the state... Our army has remarkable people who do 
not make you wish for better" (Архив ИМЛ. Ф. 17. On. 2. Д. 595. Л. 64, 88, 93-96, 108-109). 

The OGPU-NKVD also had no convincing information about the existence of Trotskyist or other counter- 
revolutionary organizations in the Army and Navy. 

The archive materials show that in the 1920s many officers of the old army, despite the fact that they have 
proved their loyalty to the Soviet power and were retained in the service of the Red Army, were under surveil- 
lance by agents. There were reports from the agents that some of these officers made various improper state- 
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ments in their environment, which were often qualified by OGPU organs as anti-Soviet manifestations on their 
part. 

As a result of this, in 1930-1932, in Moscow, Leningrad, Kyiv, Minsk and other places, on charges of coun- 
terrevolutionary activity was arrested a large number of army and fleet commanders, mainly from among the 
former officers of the old army. Their cases were investigated with violations of the law. Some of the arrested 
officers were shot on unfounded charges by the decisions of the Board of the OGPU, while others were impris- 


oned. In recent years, many of these persons have been rehabilitated. 


In 1930, from the arrested teachers of the Frunze Military Academy, former officers of the old army Kakurin 
and Troitsky testified that Tukhachevsky, who at that time commanded the troops of the Leningrad Military 
District, allegedly considers the situation in the country difficult and waits for a favorable situation to seize 
power and establish a military dictatorship, that Tukhachevsky has many supporters in military circles. 

The testimony about Tukhachevsky was reported to Stalin, who, as can be seen from his letter to Or- 


dzhonikidze of September 24, 1930, gave them very serious weight. Stalin wrote: 


Hello Sergo! Read the testimony of Kakurin - Troitsky as soon as possible and think about measures 
to eliminate this unpleasant case ... Molotov knows about it, I know about it, and now you'll know 
about it too... It follows that Tukh[achevsky] was a prisoner of anti-Soviet elements and was also 
worked on by anti-Soviet right-wing elements. That is how the material makes it look. Is it possible? 
Of course it is possible, since it is not excluded. Apparently, the right wing is ready to go as far asa 
military dictatorship... It is not possible to end this case by normal means (immediate arrest, etc.). 
We have to think about it carefully... Discuss all this with Molotov when you are in Moscow (Архив 
ЦК КПСС, личный архив Сталина, д. Ш-О/2, переписка с Орджоникидзе). 


After Stalin and Voroshilov conducted confrontations between Tukhachevsky and the persons who testi- 
fied against him, and after Stalin and Voroshilov had conversations with Gamarnik, Yakir and Dubov, who 
expressed distrust of the testimony of Kakurin and Troitsky, the question of Tukhachevsky was removed. 

At the same time, the agent development of Tukhachevsky, begun back in the twenties, intensified. OGPU- 
NKVD agents, taking advantage of their acquaintance with Tukhachevsky and especially with his entourage, 
actively collected various rumors about him and other important military specialists, exaggerated them and 
passed them on to the NKVD in the form of "reports." 

In the thirties, the information compromising Tukhachevsky and other prominent military leaders began 
to come from abroad. Analysis of materials on this subject gives grounds to conclude that an important role 
in the receipt of such information was played by the use of the names of these individuals by the OGPU in a 
number of their counterintelligence operations. 

In the early 20s the organs of the Cheka – OGPU, conducting agent activities abroad to combat the hostile 
activities of the white emigration, for operational purposes in the "Trust," "Syndicate-4" and other cases, cre- 
ated and spread through intelligence channels the legend of the existence of counterrevolutionary monarchist 
organizations in the Soviet Union, which allegedly included many former officers of the tsarist army, including 
prominent military leaders Tukhachevsky, Kamenev S. S. Lebedev and others. 

The spread of these legends among the intelligence agencies of other countries, giving the OGPU some 
operational benefits, at the same time led to the fact that in the following years our intelligence began to receive 
obviously unreliable information from abroad about the existence of a counterrevolutionary organization in 
the Red Army. 

In 1932-1933 years from Germany to Foreign Department OGPU received intelligence information from 
Germany about the existence of an alleged "military party" in the Soviet Union which seized major positions 
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in the army and expected to overthrow and eliminate Stalin. They were also informed of various information 


regarding Soviet military leaders Tukhachevsky, Blucher, Kamenev, Budyonny and others. 


The attitude of the management of the Foreign Department of the OGPU to compromising information on 
Tukhachevsky and other commanders received from abroad is shown by the testimony of later employees of 
the Foreign Department (INO) arrested. 


Thus, Kedrov, a former member of the INO, testified as follows under interrogation in 1939 on this matter: 


Artuzov (head of the OGPU INO - our note) ... said ... Tukhachevsky's name was legendary in 
many cases of the OGPU Foreign Intelligence Service as a Bonapartist conspirator, and there is 
no certainty that our own disinformation, sent by us to the Polish or French intelligence, has not 
become the property of German intelligence, but now from German sources comes back to us. The 
existence of a new conspiracy in the USSR, particularly in the Red Army, is hardly possible (Архив 
КГБ, арх[ивно]-след[ственное] д. No. P-2462, л. 146-147). 


Steinbrueck, former head of the Third Branch of the INO, who was directly in charge of the development 
of the "military party" case, testified during an interrogation in 1937: 


These materials were reported to Artuzov and the latter [was reported] to Yagoda, and Yagoda, 
having familiarized himself with them, began to swear and stated that the agent who had given 
them was a double and had passed them on to us by order of German intelligence for the purpose 
of disinformation. Artuzov also agreed with Yagoda's opinion and ordered that I and Berman should 
no longer deal with the matter (Архив КГБ, арх[ивној]-след[ственное] д. No. P-8395, т. 1, л. 70). 


Nevertheless, on January 25, 1937, i.e. shortly before the February-March plenum, Artuzov informed 
Yezhov in a report about this unreliable information about the existence of a ^war party" in the USSR. On 
this report Yezhov wrote: “We must take this material into account. Undoubtedly there is a Trotskyist [orga- 
nization] in the army..." (Архив КГБ, арх[ивно]-а[ентурное] д. No. 302256, т. 6, л. 7). 


It is noted that in early 1937, compromising information about Tukhachevsky and other Soviet commanders 
was received by the Soviet authorities through the intelligence services of several countries - Germany, France, 
Japan, Estonia and Poland. 

Thus, in January 1937 the correspondent of Pravda in Berlin, Klimov sent a letter to the editor of Pravda, 
Mekhlis, in which, citing his informant who had a conversation with Colonel Lindner of the Air Ministry of 
Germany, he reported on the connections and work of German fascists in the Red Army's highest commands in 
Moscow. Klimov wrote that, among others, Lindner named Tukhachevsky. Mekhlis sent an excerpt from this 
letter, which reported on Tukhachevsky, to Stalin on January 16, 1937. Klimov's letters about Tukhachevsky 
were also sent by Mekhlis to Stalin after Tukhachevsky was shot (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 9, M/1-a/63, n. 3-12). 

In March 1937, French Prime Minister Daladier, in an official conversation with Soviet Ambassador Potemkin, 
referring, as he said, to credible sources, told Potemkin about "calculations of German circles to prepare a coup 
d'etat in the USSR with the assistance of elements hostile to the current Soviet system from the command of 
the Red Army. Daladier also stressed that after the change of regime in the USSR, Germany would conclude 
with Russia a military alliance against France. Potemkin conveyed the content of this information by cipher 
telegram on March 17, 1937 to Stalin, Molotov, Voroshilov and Kaganovich (Архив МИД CCCP, d. 059-1937 r., 
папка 312, д. 2950, л. 15-17). 

In April 1937, Yezhov sent a special message to Voroshilov that the NKVD of the USSR was in possession 
of a photocopy of a report by the Japanese military attaché in Poland, Shigeru, dated April 12, 1937, on the 


60 


Results of the investigation into the causes of repression and the A translation by S.B. 
circumstances of political processes in the 1930s 


establishment of communications with Tukhachevsky. On this special report Voroshilov wrote: "Reported. 
Decisions made, follow up. K. V. 21.04.37." Judging by the importance of the special message, we must assume 
that it was reported to Stalin (Центральный государственный архив Советской Армии, dp. 33987, оп. 3, д. 181, л. 3). 

Disinformation from the Estonian intelligence agencies also reached Stalin. On May 18, 1937, Soviet mili- 
tary attaché to Estonia, Tupikov, informed the Red Army Intelligence Directorate of the contents of his conver- 
sations of March and April 1937 with the head of the Estonian military intelligence service, Maasing. According 
to information given to the Intelligence Directorate, Maasing was connected with the British and German intel- 
ligence. In these conversations, Maasing stated that according to his information, the story with Yagoda should 
also affect the army, and that Marshal Tukhachevsky should soon be removed from his post. Attempts by Tu- 
likov to find out from Maasing the sources of this information led to nothing. On May 26, 1937, Voroshilov 
sent Tulikov's message to Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich and Yezhov. After reading this document Stalin wrote a 
resolution addressed to Molotov and Voroshilov: "It should be clarified why our military commander saw fit 
to inform us about Tukhachevsky ‘in 2 months’ and not immediately" (Архив Министерства обороны CCCP, д. 
37, л. 13). 

In addition to this information reaching Stalin through Soviet organs compromising Tukhachevsky and 
others, information was also disseminated in the press of bourgeois countries. Widely spread, especially in 
foreign literature, is the version that allegedly Hitler's intelligence, in order to discredit Tukhachevsky and 
other prominent Soviet military leaders, in early 1937 fabricated "documents" about criminal ties with the 
German Reichswehr and, using Czechoslovak President Beneš, sold them to Stalin, who, believing them, dealt 
with Tukhachevsky and his entourage. This data is currently being verified.? 

Between the second half of 1936 and the beginning of 1937, the NKVD organs began to obtain false testi- 
monies from a number of detainees about the existence of a Military Trotskyist Organization in the army. Such 
testimonies were obtained from former Trotskyists Dreutzer, Reingold, Pikel and others convicted in the case 
of the "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center." In this connection, prominent military commanders, former Trot- 
skyists Primakov, Putna, Zyuk, Schmidt and Kuzmichev, were arrested. At that time, the special departments 
of the NKVD in the military districts and fleets arrested dozens of commanders who had previously belonged 
to the opposition. 


After the February-March Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b), the NKVD organs began to arrest on a mass 
scale the commanders and political workers of the Red Army and to demand from them testimony about the 
existence in the army of an underground Trotskyist conspiratorial organization headed by a number of the 
most prominent military commanders. 

Thus, at the end of April and beginning of May 1937, on Yezhov's direct orders and with his participation, 
from the arrested employees of the NKVD of the USSR - Deputy Commissar Prokofyev, Chief of the Special 
Department Gaya, Deputy Chief of Operod Volovich and from the former head of the country's Air Defense 
Medvedev, provocative testimony was obtained, stating that Tukhachevsky, Yakir, Uborevich, Kork, Eidemann, 
Feldman and some others allegedly participated in a military conspiracy and were in a criminal relationship 
with Yagoda, who by that time had already been arrested. 

From the testimony of Zalpeter, former deputy chief of the 2nd division of the NKVD of the USSR, sentenced 
to death in 1938, it is clear that the direction of the investigation of Gaya, Prokofyev and others was given by 


Yezhov at the operational meeting of investigators. On this matter, Zalpeter testified: 


When interrogating Gaya in the Yagoda conspiracy case, I questioned Gaya, sometimes together 
with Nikolaev, treating mainly the Yagoda case as a Stalinist ‘social order,’ that's how I understood 
Yezhov at the first operational meeting at which he instructed the investigators... 
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After such an installation, Zalpeter and other investigators, resorting to various measures of physical and 
moral pressure on the arrested Gaya and Prokofyev, tried to obtain false testimony from them. However, the 
results of the initial interrogations did not satisfy Yezhov, and he himself began to obtain from these arrested 
men the testimony he needed. In the same testimony about Zalpeter it is said: 


It seems that when I and Nikolaev instigated the “unrecognized” Gaya to give preliminary testi- 
mony, Nikolaev in my presence told him: ‘You have to do as Prokofyev did: Yezhov came to him 
during interrogation and said – І must give evidence – to which Prokofyev answered him, stretching 
before Yezhov in military style — Yes, exactly – and immediately began giving evidence.’ Besides, 
recognizing this interrogation as given by Nikolaev as actually taking place, I perceived it among 
other facts as a 'so-called social order' from the CC leadership concerning Yagoda's conspiracy. 


Zalpeter also testified: 


Gaya began to testify about the spy work after Yezhov promised to keep him alive, saying: ‘I will 
spare...” (Архив КГБ, арх[ивно]-след[ ственное] д. No. P-8885, т. 2, л. 34-35, т. 3, л. 172). 


Testimony of espionage was obtained from Gaya on April 22, 1937. At the same and subsequent interroga- 
tions Gaya began to give compromising testimony about Tukhachevsky and other military figures, with whom 
he allegedly intended to contact Yagoda on anti-Soviet conspiratorial activities. Similar testimony was received 
from Prokofiev on April 25 and 26, 1937. 


How testimony was received on Tukhachevsky and others from Medvedev is evident from the testimony of 
Radzivilovsky, former deputy head of the UNKVD in Moscow oblast, who was sentenced to execution in 1939. 
At an interrogation on April 16, 1939, he testified: 


The instruction given to me by Yezhov consisted in immediately proceeding to interrogate the ar- 
rested Medvedev, former chief of the Red Army air defense, and obtain from him testimony with 
the widest range of participants about the existence of a military conspiracy in the Red Army. Atthe 
same time, Yezhov gave me a direct order to apply to Medvedev the methods of physical coercion, 
not being shy in their choice ... Executing the instructions of Yezhov and Frinovsky, I got him to tes- 
tify about the existence of military conspiracy, about his active participation in it, and, during the 
following interrogations, especially after Frinovsky beat him in the presence of Yezhov, Medvedev 
named a significant number of major military leaders. In the course of the case I saw and knew that 
the connections Medvedev named were invented by him, and he kept telling me and then Yezhov 
and Frinovsky that his testimony was false and untrue. In spite of this, however, Yezhov forwarded 
this report to the CC (Архив КГБ, арх[ивно]-след[ственное] д. No. 975048, т. 1, л. 209, 211-212). 


Testimonies on Tukhachevsky from 27 April 1937 were obtained from the arrested Volovich, who was in- 
terrogated by NKVD officers Yartsev (condemned to death in 1939) and Surovitsky. How important these 
testimonies of Volovich were for the NKVD officers is seen from the fact that Yartsev and Surovitsky were 
awarded orders in a week after receiving these testimonies. 

On May 10, 1937, Tukhachevsky and Yakir were relieved of their positions and transferred to other jobs. In 
the same month they, as well as Kork, Feldman, Eydeman and Uborevich, were arrested. After their arrest, a 
resolution of the CC of the AUCP(b) was passed in questioning to expel CC member Yakir and candidates for 
the CC Tukhachevsky and Uborevich. 


62 


Results of the investigation into the causes of repression and the A translation by S.B. 
circumstances of political processes in the 1930s 


From the moment of the arrest of Tukhachevsky, Yakir, Uborevich and others, the fabrication of the case of the 
military-fascist conspiracy began. 

Yezhov brought in the most notorious falsifiers from the Special Department of the NKVD of the USSR - 
Leplevsky, Ushakov, Agas, Karelin and others, who resorted to deception, blackmail, beatings and other sadistic 
methods to investigate the case, achieved from Putn, Feldman, Kork, Primakov, and then from Tukhachevsky, 
Fideman, Yakir and Uborevich confessions of state crimes, which none of them had committed, and the slander 
of a large group of prominent military and political workers in the army. 

From June 1 to June 4, 1937, there was an extended meeting of the Military Council of the PCD with the 
participation of the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b). Before the meeting of the Military Council, all of its 
participants were acquainted against receipt with the "confessions" of Tukhachevsky, Yakir, Uborevich and 
others. These same falsified testimonies were widely quoted by Voroshilov in his report, which he began by 
asserting that "the organs of the People's Commissariat have uncovered in the army a counterrevolutionary 
fascist organization that has long existed and operated with impunity, strictly conspirated, and led by men 
who were at the head of the army." Voroshilov called to "... immediately, immediately with an iron broom 
to sweep out not only all this scum, but everything that resembles this abomination ... check and purge the 
army literally to the very last crevices," saying that this purging would bring the army a great loss in personnel 
(Архив ЦК КПСС, стенограмма заседания Военного совета, т. 1, л. 1, 61-62). 

Stalin spoke at the meeting of the Military Council. Referring to the testimony of those arrested, he con- 
cluded that there was a "military and political conspiracy against Soviet power, stimulated and financed by 
German fascists." According to him, the leaders of this conspiracy were Trotsky, Rykov, Bukharin, Rudzutak, 
Karakhan, Enukidze, Yagoda, and on the military side Tukhachevsky, Yakir, Uborevich, Kork, Eidemann and 
Gamarnik. Stalin assured those present that ten of these persons, besides Rykov, Bukharin and Gamarnik, were 
spies for German and some Japanese intelligence. According to Stalin, Rudzutak, Karakhan, Enukidze and 
Tukhachevsky were allegedly recruited by the German intelligence officer Josephine Genzi, a Danish woman 
in the service of the German Reichswehr. This assertion by Stalin was based only on the testimony of those 
arrested. Stalin demanded that the exposure of enemies be stepped up, saying, “You have to check people, both 
those from the outside and your own. This means having a widely developed intelligence service, so that every 
Party member and every non-Party Bolshevik, especially the organs of the OGPU, [works] side by side with 
the intelligence agencies, so that they expand their network and be more vigilant." Reporting that 300-400 
soldiers had already been arrested in the army conspiracy case, Stalin expressed dissatisfaction with the lack 
of revealing signals from the field and said that if there was "at least 596 truth in them, then even that is bread" 
(Архив ЦК КПСС, неправленая стенограмма заседания Военного совета, речь Сталина, л. 181-227). 

After the Military Council, hasty measures were taken to end the investigation and to artificially form a 
"conspiracy center" consisting of Deputy Commissar of Defense Marshal Tukhachevsky, commander of the 
Kyiv Military District Commodore 1st rank Yakir, Commander of the Belarussian Military District, 1st rank 
Commander Uborevich, head of the Frunze Military Academy, Commodore Korka, Chairman of the Central 
Council Osoaviachim, Commander Eidemann and head of the USSR NCO Administration for the personnel, 
Commander Feldman. The Center's leadership also included the head of the Red Army's Political Department, 
1st rank Commissar Gamarnik, who committed suicide on May 30, 1937, that is, immediately after being told 
about his removal from the Military Council and his dismissal from work for his ties with Yakir. 


On June 5, 1937, the disparate cases against the aforementioned persons were combined into one investiga- 


tive proceeding called the “military-fascist plot" (“Военно-фашистский заговор”). In order to give this group 


case a Trotskyist coloring, it included the Deputy Commander of the Leningrad Military District, Commissar 
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Primakov and Military Attaché in England, Commissar Putna, who in the past had indeed shared Trotskyist 
views on certain issues, which they later strongly abandoned. 

The investigation into the case was completed on June 9, 1937. Vyshinsky formally interrogated all the 
accused, and on the same day he was received by Stalin and signed the indictment. On June 11, before the trial 
began, Yezhov and the chairman of the court, Ulrich, were at Stalin's reception.?* 

On the eve of the trial, the chief of the Special Department of the NKVD of the USSR Leplevsky held an 
operational meeting, at which he instructed all investigators to convince the persons under investigation to 
confirm in court the testimony they gave during the investigation, and to assure that this would ease their fate. 
These instructions were carried out. The investigators who fabricated the charges accompanied the accused to 
court, stayed with them in the waiting rooms and in the courtroom. 

In the process of moral processing, the accused were allowed to make written penitential statements to 
Stalin, who would allegedly pardon them. On one such statement, written by Yakir on June 9, 1937, Stalin 
wrote, "a scoundrel and a prostitute." Voroshilov and Molotov echoed this, with Voroshilov writing, "a per- 
fectly accurate definition," and Kaganovich ascribing, "To a scoundrel, bastard and whore, one punishment — 
the death penalty" (Архив ЦК КПСС, личный архив Сталина). 

On June 11, 1937, the case of Tukhachevsky, Yakir, Uborevich, Kork, Eideman, Primakov, Feldman and Putn 
was heard by the Special Judicial Presence of the USSR Supreme Court composed of Ulrich, Alksnis, Blucher, 
Budennoi, Shaposhnikov, Belov, Dybenko, Kashirin and Goryachev. In the complete absence of objective evi- 
dence of the defendants' guilt for committing state crimes, relying only on self-incrimination, the court found 
them guilty and sentenced them to be shot. 

The verdict states that Tukhachevsky and the other defendants, "being the leaders of an anti-Soviet military- 
fascist organization, violated their military duty (oath), betrayed their country, established links with the Ger- 
man military circles and with the enemy of the people L. Trotsky, and on their instructions prepared the defeat 
of the Red Army in the event of an attack on the USSR by foreign aggressors, in particular, fascist Germany, 
and with a view to undermining the defense of the USSR engaged in espionage and sabotage in the Red Army 
units and defense enterprises, and also prepared terrorist acts against the leaders of the AUCP(b) and the Soviet 
government" (Архив КГБ, арх[ивно]-след[ ственное] д. No. P-9000, судебное производство, л. 215). 

On the next day, the sentence was carried out on all of the convicted persons. 

On January 31, 1957, the Supreme Court of the USSR suspended the case, in the absence of criminal ele- 


ments in the convicts’ actions. 


On June 11, 1937, before the verdict was handed down, Stalin sent out a telegram to the regional and oblast 


committees and the CC of the National Communist Party, which read as follows: 


In connection with the ongoing trial of the spies and saboteurs Tukhachevsky, Yakir, Uborevich and 
others, the CC suggests that you organize rallies of workers, where possible, and peasants, as well 
as rallies of the Red Army units and make a resolution on the necessity of the highest measure of 
repression... (Архив ЦК КПСС, д.9-М/1-а/60,л. 90). 


In accordance with this directive, meetings and rallies were held everywhere to create public opinion against 
the slandered leaders of the army. Reports about the verdict and its execution were published in newspapers 
and in Voroshilov's army order. 

The trial of Tukhachevsky and others was used by the NKVD authorities to further intensify repressions 
in the army and the navy. The arrested, as a rule, were artificially attributed criminal association with those 
convicted in the case of the "military-fascist conspiracy." 
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Thus, only nine days after the trial of Tukhachevsky and others 980 commanders and political workers, 
including 29 brigade commanders, 37 division commanders, 21 commissars, 3 marshals, 16 regiment commis- 
sars, 17 brigade and 7 division commissars were arrested as participants of the military conspiracy (Архив КГБ. 
Ф. 43. On. 1937 r., порядковый номер 35; материалы к докладу Ежова, порядковый номер 1538- 1937 r., л. 59-66). 
False testimonies about participation in the conspiracy were obtained from these arrestees through various 
illegal methods, which in turn served as the basis for the arrests of thousands of innocent commanders and 


political workers. 


By exaggerating the scale of the alleged conspiracy, employees of the NKVD's special departments deliberately 
planned to falsify material on entire groups of those arrested, and,even before arresting individual comman- 
ders, determined in what order and on whom they should testify in advance. As a result of physical abuse, the 
arrested persons incriminated themselves and others for terror, espionage, sabotage and other serious crimes. 

Yezhov sent a significant number of fabricated NKVD interrogation reports to Stalin, Molotov, Voroshilov 
and Kaganovich. Familiarizing himself with these protocols, Stalin, often single-handedly, without any verifi- 
cation, made decisions about the arrest of the persons mentioned in the protocols. 

For example, when familiarizing himself with the interrogation report of August 5, 1937 of Aleksandrovsky 
(Yukelzon), the arrested deputy chief of the Red Army Intelligence Department, Stalin wrote to Yezhov: "Ar- 
rest: 1) Kashirin, 2) Dubovy, 3) Yakimovich, 4) Dorozhny (Chekist), 5) and others (see statement)." In this 
record, notes "arrest" and "take" were made by Stalin next to 30 names (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 9-M/1-a/66, 7. 
1-21). 

After reading the report of interrogation of the arrested commander of the troops of the Kharkov Military 
District, commander of the 2nd rank Dubovoy, Stalin unilaterally decided to arrest 18 senior commanders, 
including the corps commander Pogrebnoy, air and tank brigade commanders Bakhrushin, Kogan, Simma, 
Evdokimov and Karev (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 9-M/1-a/66, л. 49-70). 

From the arrested editor of Krasnaya Zvezda, Army Commissar of the 2nd rank Landa, the falsifiers Niko- 
laev and Ushakov received testimony during interrogation on November 11, 1937, regarding dozens of people, 
mostly leading political workers in the Red Army. After reading this protocol Stalin wrote to the head of the 
Main Political Department Smirnov and the head of the Main Command Staff Directorate Shchadenko: "Pay 
attention to Landa's testimony. Apparently, all the persons mentioned in the testimony, perhaps with the ex- 
ception of Meretskov and a few others, are scoundrels” (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 9-M/1-a/71, л. 214). 


A vivid example of how Stalin dealt with undesirable persons for personal reasons is the case of Marshal 
of the Soviet Union Yegorov. December 19, 1937 Voroshilov forwarded to Stalin statements by Shchadenko 
and Khrulev that Yegorov in a conversation with them allegedly resented the baseless exaltation of Stalin and 
Voroshilov in the Civil War and the suppression of his name, Yegorov, although he had more military merits. 
Soon, Yegorov, by decree of the SNK of the USSR and the CC of the AUCP(b) was removed from the post of 
Deputy People’s Commissar of Defense, then arrested and shot on February 23, 1939, as a member of a military 
conspiracy (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 9-MJI-a/71, л. 246-263). 

According to NKVD submissions, consent to numerous arrests of commanders and to their dismissal from 
the army with subsequent arrests was also given by Voroshilov and Head of the Main Political Directorate of the 
Soviet Army and Navy (“ГлавПУР”), Mekhlis. The servicemen were tried both in and out of court. Their cases 
were considered in absentia by the Special Board under the NKVD of the USSR, in “album order" (“альбомный 
порядок”) and by "troikas" in the field. A significant number of major military personnel, as noted above, were 


convicted according to "lists." 
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In the archives, there is some ambiguous information about the number of repressed military personnel in 
1937-1938, but even this data gives us every reason to say that the repressions against military personnel in 
those years were massive. 

Thus, in his speech on November 29, 1938, at the meeting of the Military Council under the PCD of the 
USSR, Voroshilov stated: 


Throughout 1937 and 1938, we had to mercilessly purge our ranks ... During the whole time we 
purged more than 4 tens of thousands of people... (Архив Генштаба, оп. 1855cc, д. 280, л. 98-99). 


Reference from the Personnel Department of the Red Army from September 19, 1938 sent to Deputy Peo- 
ple's Commissar of Defense Shchadenko said that the number of officers dismissed from the army in 1937-1938 
was 36,761 people. In another document, "Information-report on the accumulation of the command staff of 
the Red Army" (“Справке-докладе о накоплении командных кадров РККА”) of March 21, 1940, it is said that 
"jn 1937-1938, in connection with the cleansing of the army, 35,000 officers were arrested, excluded from the 
Party and thus were dismissed from the Red Army, including 5,000 political officers.? Among them there were 
3 deputy People's Commissars of Defense, People's Commissar of the Navy, 16 commanders of military dis- 
tricts, 25 of their deputies and assistants, 5 commanders of fleets, 8 chiefs of military academies, 25 chiefs of 
headquarters of districts, fleets and their deputies, 33 corps commanders, 76 division commanders, 40 brigade 
commanders, 291 regiment commanders, two deputy chiefs of the Political Administration, chief of the Navy 
and several other prominent political workers. The overwhelming majority of these persons were arrested and 
shot (ЦГАСА. Ф. 33837. On. 10c. JI. 142. JI. 93; сообщение ГУК МО CCCP or 2 апреля 1962 г. Мо. 173/3/263732). 

Out of 108 members of Military Council under the PCD of the USSR, only 10 former staff members re- 
mained by November, 1938. 


Thus, during the mass unjustified repressions of 1937-1938, numerous well-trained command and political 
cadres loyal to the Leninist cause were destroyed. The Red Army and Navy were deprived of a great many 
glorious leaders, outstanding commanders and political workers who had gone through the battle school of the 
Civil War and had rich experience in the organization and construction of the Armed Forces of the USSR. Their 
services in the struggle for the conquest and strengthening of Soviet power were ruined, the battle traditions 
connected with their names went into oblivion, and their great fruitful work in the development of the military 
science and improvement of the armed forces was declared vandalism. All this caused great damage to the 
political upbringing and military training of the troops, weakened the combat readiness of the Soviet armed 
forces, negatively affected the actions of our troops during the war with Finland, and put the country in an 
extremely difficult situation in the early period of the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945. 


2.2.4 Mass repressions against Soviet and foreign citizens 


The mass repressions against Party, Soviet, economic and military cadres, which began after the February- 
March CC Plenum of the AUCP(b) in 1937, soon spread to broad segments of ordinary Soviet citizens, foreign 
nationals, family members of the repressed and even prisoners serving sentences in penal labor camps and 
prisons. 

From the middle of 1937 onward, repressions based on so-called "limits" (“лимитам”), or social or ethnic 
characteristics, became widespread. 

This period was also characterized by the greatest spread of various forms of extra-judicial reprisals. In 
addition to the Special Board under the NKVD of the USSR, in all oblasts, regions and republics, "troikas" 
were created with the exclusive authority to apply the most severe penalties to those arrested under “limits;” 
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the so-called “album order" of cases was introduced into practice, under which the fate of those arrested on 
ethnic grounds was decided by a commission consisting of the Commissar of Internal Affairs and the USSR 
Prosecutor or their deputies, in individual cases involving the Chairman of the Military Board of the USSR 
Supreme Court based on briefs. 

At that time, the Military Collegium of the USSR Supreme Court essentially became a body of extra-judicial 
punishment. It was established that the board passed sentences for execution without summoning the persons 
to trial or even in the absence of any investigation. 

For example, on February 2, 1938, the NKVD of the USSR sent by wire to the UNKVD of the Far Eastern 
Region a list of 127 persons, sentenced in absentia by the Military Board to execution and proposed to execute 
the sentences and to send the investigation files on those convicted (Материалы проверки о нарушениях 3akoH- 
HOCTH, T. 4, л. 22-25). 


In the spring of 1938, the session of the Military Collegium of the USSR Supreme Court chaired by the former 
Deputy Chairman of the Military Collegium Nikitchenko, now a retired major-general, left for consideration of 
criminal cases in the Far East. Upon arrival in Khabarovsk, it turned out that the criminal cases and the accused 
themselves were in Kamchatka, Sakhalin and Nikolaevsk-on-Amur. In this connection, and citing the difficulty 
of traveling to these distant places in the springtime, Nikitchenko asked Deputy Prosecutor Roginsky and 
Deputy People's Commissar Frinovsky about the procedure for handling these cases. On April 24, 1938, signed 
by Frinovsky, Roginsky, and the chairman of the Military Board, Ulrich, he received the following telegraphic 


reply: 


We propose that on the basis of the cases in Nikolaevsk-on-Amur, Sakhalin and Kamchatka, that 
the data available in Khabarovsk be carefully examined for categorization and that orders be issued 
regarding those in the first category for execution with the signatures of Nikitchenko Lyushkov 
Kalugin line NKVD and the Military Prosecutor's Office. As for the second category, to refer them 
to local tribunals. The first will be executed by session sentences. 


After receiving this telegram, some information about the accused was hastily gathered and lists (albums) 
for 172 people were compiled. On the basis of this information, the session chaired by Nikitchenko sentenced 
171 of them to execution in absentia. In 1940 the Party Collegium of the PCC under the CC of the AUCP(b) 
Nikitchenko was severely reprimanded for this (Архив Парткомиссии, д. No. 7/480). 


Prosecutorial supervision over the activities of the NKVD organs at that time was virtually completely elimi- 
nated. Moreover, many prosecutors, as evidenced by the available evidence, were direct participants in falsifi- 


cation of charges against innocent Soviet citizens. 

(a) Repression through "limits" 

The most monstrous arbitrariness were the mass repression of Soviet citizens under the so-called "limits." 
Under the pretext of combating anti-Soviet manifestations on the part of former kulaks and other hostile ele- 
ments, each province, territory, and republic set a "limit" for the arrest and conviction of people. A study of 


the archival materials showed that there were no objective reasons for the mass repressions against these people. 


In July of 1935, Vice Commissar of Internal Affairs Prokofyev wrote a letter to Stalin and Molotov, in which 
he stated that the worker-settlers of the former kulaks who settled in the countryside were united into non- 
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statutory agricultural zartels, had collective farms, developed and cultivated land areas and provided them- 
selves with food. The letter did not note any negative facts in the behavior or mood of the labor settlers, both 
those employed in agriculture and industry. 

In December 1935, Yagoda sent a letter to Stalin and Molotov with the proposal to transfer the labor settlers 
to the local councils, explaining this by the fact that they have successes in agriculture and industry. 

The generalized report about the counterrevolutionary activity in the village, sent by the head of the SPD 
of the NKVD of the USSR Molchanov on November 20, 1936 to all heads of the UNKVD for orientation, men- 


tioned only some manifestations of the hostile elements and made no mention of mass riots or armed uprisings. 


However, despite this state of affairs in the places where former kulaks and some other socially hostile ele- 
ments lived, attitudes toward this category of people changed radically after the February-March Plenum of 
the AUCP(b) CC in 1937. 

Thus, on July 2, 1937, the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) adopted a decision "On anti-Soviet elements. 
This decision demanded that the secretaries of the oblast and regional committees, CCs of the National Com- 
munist Party and local NKVD representatives take into account all criminals and kulaks who returned from 
exile and immediately arrest and shoot the most hostile of them by the decisions of the "troikas." In accordance 
with this decision, on July 3 of the same year, Stalin sent a telegram to the local Party organs, which stated: 


It has been noted that the majority of former kulaks and criminals, who at one time were exiled from 
various oblasts to the northern and Siberian regions and then, after the expulsion period expired, 
returned to their oblasts, are the main instigators of all kinds of anti-Soviet and subversive crimes, 


both on collective and state farms and in transport and in some branches of industry. 


Both in the telegram and in the Politburo decision it was suggested that the CC of the AUCP(b) should be 
informed within five days about the presence of the above-mentioned elements and about the number of per- 
sons who were to be shot and deported (Архив ЦК КПСС; материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 19, л. 
42). 


From July 9, 1937 the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) began to approve the "troikas" and "limits" for 
repressions in the "first" and "second" categories for the oblasts and republics. 

Some local Party leaders had questions about the established "troikas." Thus, the secretary of the Buryat- 
Mongolian Obkom of the AUCP(b), Yerbanov, asked Stalin about the order of the "troikas" and their compe- 
tence. On 21 July 1937 Stalin answered him that "according to the established practice, troikas issue final 
verdicts” (Архив ЦК КПСС, телеграмма No. 1077-1). 

Simultaneously with Stalin's instructions to the Party organs, Yezhov issued directives of similar content to 
the NKVD organs. 


On July 30, 1937, Yezhov issued Operative Order No. 00447 "On the Operation to Repress Former Kulaks, 
Criminals and Other Anti-Soviet Elements" (“Об операции по репрессированию бывших кулаков, уголовников и 
других антисоветских элементов”). This order was approved by a resolution of the Politburo of the CC of the 
AUCP(b) of July 31, 1937, signed by Stalin. The decree also provided for the allocation of 75 million rubles to 
NKVD organs from the reserve fund of the SNK of the USSR for the operation, and 10 million rubles to the 
GULAG for the organization of camps and preparatory work. 

Yezhov's order assigned the state security bodies the task of "crushing with the utmost ruthlessness this 
whole gang of anti-Soviet elements, protecting the working Soviet people from their counterrevolutionary 
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intrigues and, finally, putting an end to their vile subversive activities against the foundations of the Soviet 
state once and for all. 

According to the order, former kulaks who returned after serving their sentences, escaped from camps and 
workers’ settlements, and fled from kulakization were to be repressed if they continued their anti-Soviet activ- 
ities; Former kulaks and socially dangerous elements who were members of rebel, fascist, terrorist or bandit 
formations, who served their sentences, fled repression or prison and resumed their anti-Soviet criminal activ- 
ity; members of anti-Soviet parties, former whites, gendarmes, officials, punks, bandits, gangsters, smugglers, 
re-emigrants who fled repression and prison; the most hostile and active participants of the liquidated Cos- 
sack and White Guard insurgent organizations, fascist, terrorist and espionage-sabotage formations, exposed 
by the investigation and verified agency materials; former kulaks, draftees, bandits, whites, sectarian activists, 
churchmen and others held in prisons, camps, labor settlements and colonies; criminals engaged in criminal 
activity and connected with the criminal environment; criminal elements held in camps and labor settlements 
and engaged in criminal activity in them. The order stressed that "all the above contingents currently residing 
in the countryside – in collective and state farms, agricultural enterprises and in the city – in industrial and 
commercial enterprises, transportation, Soviet institutions and construction work are subject to repression. 

All repressed were divided into two categories. The first category included all those who were the most 
"hostile" and were to be "immediately arrested and shot after their cases were examined by the troika." The 
second category included all the other "less active, but all the same hostile elements," who, by the definition 
of "troikas" were sent to camps or prisons for a period of eight to ten years. 

The order stipulated an accelerated and simplified procedure of the investigation, gave the "troikas" the 
right to change the categories at their own discretion, including the transfer of the repressed from the "second 
to the first category," and determined the order of examination of the cases at "troikas." The decisions of the 
"troikas" were not subject to appeal and were to be enforced immediately. 

The order listed the personal composition of the "troikas" by oblasts, oblasts and republics. The "troikas" 
consisted of the first or second secretaries of the oblast and regional committees and the CC of the National 
Communist Party, the heads of the oblast and regional UNKVDs, the republics' chiefs of internal affairs, the 
oblast, regional and republic prosecutors or other responsible officials. If a prosecutor was not a member of 
a "troika," he was permitted to attend its meetings by order. The chairmen of the "troikas" were appointed 
employees of the NKVD. 

For all the republics, oblasts and regions, this order established "limits" for repression, with an indication 
that they were "indicative." For example, in the Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic, 2,000 people were to be 
executed and 10,000 sent to camps and prisons for 8-10 years; in the Azov-Black Sea region, 5,000 and 8,000, 
respectively; and in the West Siberian region, 5,000 and 12,000, respectively. The repression was planned for 
10,000 prisoners in NKVD camps, all from the "first category." 

All together, according to the order, 268,950 people were to be repressed, 75,950 of them according to the 
first category. 

The order stated that the repression was to begin on August 5, 1937, and in Central Asia and the Far East 
on August 10 and 15 of the same year and to be completed within four months (Архив КГБ, d. 6, оп. 1, дело c 
оперативными приказами). 

In connection with this order, USSR Prosecutor Vyshinsky sent a telegram оп August 7, 1937 to all prose- 
cutors, in which he invited them to contribute actively to the success of the operation and explained that an 
arrest warrant and observance of procedural norms in these cases were not required (Материалы проверки o 


нарушениях законности, т. 3, л. 54). 
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The scale and pace of the repression launched is evidenced by the following data. On the 15th of August, 1937, 
that is, for the first ten days after the beginning of the "operation" in the Belarussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
7,894 persons were arrested, in the West Siberian region — 13,650, in the Omsk oblast — 5,656. According to 
incomplete data, 102,702 persons were arrested and 11,616 persons were shot during this time by the decisions 
of the "troikas." 

In order to fulfill the task of repression within the "limits," the local NKVD bodies arrested a large number 
of people on their own initiative and raised the question of allocation of additional "limits" for them. 

In ten days the NKVD of Dagestan, Chechen-Ingush and Crimean ASSR exceeded the "limits" set for them. 
The "limit" for the first category for the Omsk oblast was set to 1,000 persons, but already on August 13, that is 
in 8 days after the beginning of "operation," the chief of UNKVD for the Omsk oblast Gorbach informed Ezhov 
that 5,444 first-category persons were arrested in the oblast and asked to increase "limit" for the first category 
up to 8 thousand persons (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 5, л. 1-2). Requests to increase the 
“limits” were also received from other peripheral NKVD bodies. 

Shortly after the beginning of the "operation," Yezhov sent a letter to Molotov, requesting an approval 
of additional “limits” for the repression of 63,270 people, of which 48,420 were in the first category (Архив 
Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 19, л. 23-24). 

Additional "limits" were given on the basis of decisions of the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) and on 
the personal instructions of Stalin, Molotov and Yezhov. 

Thus, on August 28, September 26, October 4, 20 and December 13, 1937 the Politburo of the CPSU CC 
satisfied the petitions of the Orenburg, Dagestan, Arkhangelsk and Kalinin oblast Party committees, the Altai 
Regional Committee and the CC CP(b) of Kazakhstan to increase their "limits" in the first and second categories 
(Архив ЦК КПСС). 

In the archive of the CC of the CPSU there is a note written in Stalin's hand: "To give an additional 6,600 
people to the Krasnoyarsk Territory of the limit for the first category. Stalin J., Molotov V." (Архив Парткомис- 
сии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 19, л. 22). 

Molotov and Stalin signed а decree of the SNK of the USSR and the CC of the AUCP(b) number 612-132ss 
of February 1, 1938 on the additional repression in the Far Eastern camps of 12 thousand prisoners, and all in 
the first category. 

By December 1, 1937, the repression limits were 509,276 people, including 214,326 people for executions. 
By July 1, 1938, according to incomplete "limit" data, 699,929 people had been repressed (Архив Парткомиссии, 
персональное дело Молотова, т. 19, л. 19-21, архив ЦК КПСС, акт сдачи НКВД Ежовым, таблицы). 


The allocation of additional "limits" and their implementation continued in 1938. 


On August 8, 1938, Yezhov, in a cipher telegram, demanded from the head of the UNKVD of the Far Eastern 
Territory a report on how the "operation" on the additional "limit" of 20,000 people was progressing. At the 
same time Yezhov pointed out that "the region is very clogged. In an extreme case, limits could be added" 
(Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, T. 4, л. 35). 

The territorial bodies of the NKVD, while fulfilling the tasks of implementing the "limits," for their part 
sought to show "initiative" and, in flagrant violation of elementary norms of legality, artificially created all 
kinds of “anti-Soviet centers” and “underground organizations" not only in republics, oblasts and regions, but 
also in districts, settlements and villages. 

For example, the former head of the UNKVD in the Donetsk oblast, Chistov, upon receiving information 
that in one or another oblast a “center” was “uncovered,” developed a scheme of a similar center in the Donetsk 


oblast, outlined its composition, leaders, and branches and gave orders to make arrests and obtain appropriate 
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testimony from those arrested. Thus, in the Donetsk oblast, the nationalist Ukrainian, Polish, Rovsovsky (White 
Guard), German, Makhnovsky, Zionist centers and several Trotskyist centers were "uncovered" (Архив КГБ. 
Ф. 8. On. 1-1939 r., порядковый номер 14, л. 123, 124, 138). 

Former Deputy People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs of the UkSSR Lralyants, who was arrested, testified 
during the investigation that according to pre-designed schemes "non-existent backup centers, parallel centers, 
oblast centers and all others were created" and, as the NKVD of Ukraine figuratively put it, ^we had everything, 
we only lacked vertical centers” (Архив ЦК КПСС, акт сдачи НКВД Ежовым, л. 134). 

How the work was organized in the field and at the expense of which categories of the population the 
“limits” were carried out is clear from the report of the head of the UNKVD in the Yaroslavl oblast Ershov, 
which he submitted to Yezhov in January 1938. Describing the existing, in his opinion, shortcomings in the 


conduct of repressions, Ershov wrote in his report: 


ПЕ 


2. We weakly defeated the Social Revolutionary cadres and their antisoviet formations іп the 
oblast. 


3. We did not get to the counterrevolutionary formations among the students' youth, among the 
intelligentsia (teachers, the world of doctors’)... 


4. We almost haven't worked on those expelled from the Party, of whom there are over 7,000 in 
the oblast. 


5. We have worked unsatisfactorily in uncovering the counterrevolutionary formations in the 


trade, procurement and cooperative organizations. 


6. We did not work at all to defeat the nationalist counterrevolution in the oblast (Tatars, Ukraini- 


ans). 


We did not serve the so-called unorganized population at all (Материалы проверки o нарушениях 


законности, т. 24, л. 55). 


Meanwhile, at that time, in the rather small Yaroslavl oblast, the NKVD authorities arrested 5,159 people in 
1937 alone. Ershov told his subordinates before mass operations started, that "even if some unnecessary and 
unjustified arrests happen, there is nothing wrong with that" (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 
2, л. 106; т. 24, л.3-5, 81). 


It went so far that the arrests were organised as а competition. Here is what was said, for example, in the 
order of the Commissar of Internal Affairs of the Kirghiz SSR Lotsmanov on 9 March 1938 "On the results of 
the socialist competition of the Third with the Fourth Department UGB NKVD of the Kir[ghiz] SSR for the 
month of February 1938" (“О результатах социалистического соревнования Третьего c Четвертым отделом УГБ 
НКВД Кир[гизской] ССР за февраль месяц 1938 года”): 


The Fourth Department exceeded the number of arrests during the month by one and a half times 
in comparison with the 3rd Department and exposed spies, participants of counterrevolutionary 
organizations by 13 persons more than the 3rd Department. 

At the 'troika,' the number of cases concerning the objects of the 3rd division (including periph- 
eries) was 25 less than that of the 4th division, but the 3rd division sent 20 cases to the Military 
Collegium and 11 cases to the Special Collegium, which the 4th division does not have. On the 
other hand, Division 4 exceeded the number of cases (not counting peripheries) handled by the 
troika by almost a hundred (95). 
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..According to the results of the work for February, the 4th division is ahead (Материалы про- 


верки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 5, л. 106). 


The same Lotsmanov, being in Moscow, in January 1938 sent а cipher telegram to his deputy in which he 
demanded that arrests be stepped up and that "everything possible" be mobilized for this work, because Kyr- 
gyzstan allegedly lagged behind other oblasts and republics in “defeating enemies of all stripes" (Материалы 


проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 5, л. 102). 


In order to fulfill "limits" of executions, the workers of UNKVD in Vologda oblast went to a correctional labor 
colony and there they prepared fictitious minutes of interrogations of 84 prisoners confessing their guilt in anti- 
Soviet activity and by deception, posing as a commission on selection of prisoners for work in other camps they 
got signatures of prisoners on these false minutes. On the basis of falsified materials all 84 prisoners were shot 
by decision of the "troika" (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 5, л. 49-61). 

A former worker of UNKVD in Moscow oblast, Shupeiko, made up fictitious certificates for the arrest of 36 
entertainers and then fabricated a case against them as members of a spy-terrorist organization (Архив КГБ, ф. 
8, оп. 1-1939 r., порядковый номер 14, л. 35). 

In December 1937, in order to ascertain and eliminate drawbacks in convoying prisoners, the guard of 
the White Sea-Balti Combine camp drew up reports on those prisoners who were unconvoyed. The NKVD 
operatives used these acts to falsify the investigation cases of the prisoners on charges of escape. On the basis 
of such falsified cases, 15 prisoners were shot by decision of the "troika" (Материалы проверки o нарушениях 
законности, T. 5, л. 62). 

In 1937-1938, by personal orders of the head of UNKVD for Zhitomir oblast Vyatkin, more than 4,000 
arrested persons were shot, including pregnant women and minor children. At the time of the investigation 
of this fact, it turned out that for more than two thousand executed protocols were not signed by members of 
the “troika” and for many of the executed there were no investigation files (Архив ЦК КПСС, акт сдачи НКВД 
Ежовым, л. 139-140; Архив КГБ. Ф. 8. Оп. 1-1939 r., порядковый номер 14. JI. 100-112). 

In Leningrad, between August and November 1937, 53 people, including 51 deaf and dumb, were arrested 
on the same charge of preparing terrorist acts against Zhdanov, Molotov and Stalin. By decision of the "troika" 
all these persons were convicted, with 34 sentenced to death by firing squad. At present this case is dropped 
as being falsified (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 23, л. 18). 

In a short period of time, the workers of the NKVD Desk of the North-Donetsk Railway arrested more than 
1,000 administrative staff of the railway transport. They were groundlessly accused of subversive and sabotage 
activities and subjected to beatings, as a result of which a number of the arrested committed suicide (Архив 
КГБ, d. 8, оп. 1-1939 r., порядковый номер 8, л. 85). 


(6) Repression on national and other grounds 


Simultaneously with the mass repressions according to the "limits," extensive illegal repressions on ethnic 
grounds were unleashed in the country against those who had previously worked in the Chinese Eastern Rail- 


way (CER) and against defectors and political emigrants. 


On July 25, 1937, Yezhov signed Soviet NKVD Operational Order No. 00439 to repress all German citizens 
living in the Soviet Union.” This was motivated by the fact that allegedly the agents of German intelligence 
from among these persons were carrying out sabotage and subversive acts in the major sectors of the economy 


and preparing cadres of saboteurs for the war between Germany and the USSR. The order stated that the arrests 


72 


Results of the investigation into the causes of repression and the A translation by S.B. 
circumstances of political processes in the 1930s 


of Germans working in military plants, factories with defense workshops and railroad transport, as well as 
those laid off from these sectors of the economy should begin on July 29, 1937. German political emigrants 
who had accepted Soviet citizenship were to be placed on the operational register and a memorandum was 
to be submitted for each of them in order to decide on the question of their arrest. A five-day deadline was 
established for this operation and it was proposed that, after the investigation was completed, the files on the 
German nationals be sent to the USSR NKVD for subsequent consideration by the Military Collegium or the 
Special Board (Архив КГБ. Ф. 6). 

At the beginning of August 1937 Yezhov submitted a draft of an operational order to the CC of the AUCP(b) 
on the repression of people of Polish nationality. On the 9th of August of the same year this project was 
confirmed by Politburo of the CC of AUCP(b), signed by Yezhov and sent to the local bodies of NKVD under 
number 00485.28 Together with this order was sent a closed letter from NKVD of the USSR "About fascist- 
insurgency, espionage, subversion, defeatism and terrorist activity of Polish intelligence in the USSR,” as well 
as a collection of materials of investigation on the case of “PMO.” In the order and in a private letter it was 
said, that Polish intelligence has on the territory of the Soviet Union a very branched network of its agents, and 
NKVD bodies are not fighting it sufficiently, and the task was set to destroy and completely liquidate “the still 
untouched wide subversive and insurgent underground group ‘PMO’ and main human contingents of Polish 
intelligence in the USSR.” The order proposed to arrest within three months all active members of the “PMO” 
who were identified in the process of investigation but were not found, all prisoners of war of the Polish army 
remaining in the USSR, defectors from Poland regardless of the time of their transfer to the USSR, political 
emigrants and political exchangers from Poland, former members of the PPS and “other Polish anti-Soviet 
political parties,” active part of local anti-Soviet nationalist elements of Polish regions. In accordance with the 
order, the arrested were divided into two categories: the first category included “all spy, subversive, sabotage 
and insurgent cadres of the Polish intelligence,” who were to be shot; the second - less active elements, who 
were to be imprisoned in prisons and camps for 5 to 10 years. The local bodies of NKVD were obliged every 10 
days to submit to NKVD of the USSR the lists of the arrested with the breakdown of their categories and witha 
summary of the available investigative and agency materials. After the approval of these lists by a commission 
consisting of the People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs and the USSR Prosecutor, the decision to execute or 
imprison was carried out immediately (Архив КГБ. Ф. 6). 

In the following months, the NKVD of the USSR issued orders for the repression of persons of other nation- 
alities. Thus, on 30 November 1937 it was given an order to begin reprisals against Latvians; on 11 December 
1937 — against Greeks; on 22 December 1937 – against Chinese living in the Far East; in January 1938 — against 
Iranians and Armenians formerly settled in Iranian regions; on February 1, 1938 — against Finns, Estonians, 
Romanians, Chinese, Bulgarians and Macedonians; on February 16, 1938 – against Afghans (Архив КГБ; мате- 
риалы проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 4, л. 1-29). 

Operative order NKVD of the USSR No. 00593 of September 20, 1937 instructed to "launch a broad opera- 
tion for the elimination of subversive, espionage and terrorist cadres of Harbin (former employees of the CER 
— our note) in transport and industry"? (Архив КГБ. Ф. 6). 

These orders set short deadlines for the implementation of repression and provided for a simplified extra- 
judicial order of processing cases. 


The leadership of the NKVD of the USSR demanded that operations to repress national contingents be carried 
out as quickly as possible. In a telegram of September 14, 1937, addressed to all heads of local NKVD bodies, 
Yezhov pointed out that operations against Poles are “unacceptably slow" and ordered to "speed up the com- 


pletion of cases... mark in each summary the number of those who confessed." On December 26, 1937, Deputy 
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Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR, Frinovsky demanded "from all chiefs of state security agencies 
the most energetic and wide turnaround of operations" against nationalities, especially against Latvians and 
Greeks (Архив КГБ; материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, T. 3, л. 79, т. 4, л. 11-12). 

The available documents indicate that all major issues related to the repression of citizens on the basis of 
nationality were resolved on the direct instructions or with the direct participation of Stalin. 

Thus, for example, in a report to Stalin of September 7, 1937, Yezhov disclosed: "In accordance with your in- 
structions to defeat Romanian spies and saboteurs ... 1,112 Romanians and natives of Romania were arrested." 
According to Yezhov's report, during this operation, leading cadres of the Moldavian ASSR - the chairman of 
the SNK Stary, second secretary of the Obkom Golub, chairman of the State Planning Committee Sokol, Com- 
missar Kholostenko and others – were arrested under the pretext of belonging to a Romanian nationalist spy 
organization (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 3, л. 73-78). 

Stalin signed Politburo Resolution No. P57/49 of January 31, 1938, by which the People's Commissariat 
for Foreign Affairs was allowed to extend until April 15, 1938 the operation to defeat the spy-sabotage contin- 
gents of Poles, Latvians, Germans, Estonians, Finns, Greeks, Iranians, Harbins, Chinese and Romanians, both 
foreign nationals and Soviet citizens, and preserve the existing extrajudicial procedure for these arrestees. In 
addition, the decree asked the NKVD of the USSR “to carry out a similar operation and pogrom against cadres 
of Bulgarians and Macedonians, both foreigners and Soviet citizens, before April 15" (Архив ЦК КПСС). 

Order No. 00693 of the USSR NKVD of October 23, 1937 proposed to arrest all political emigrants and rene- 
gades. Later, in directive No. 234 of February 1, 1933, Yezhov gave the following order: "All those renegades, 
against whom it will be found out directly or indirectly that they crossed over to the USSR with espionage, 
subversive and other anti-Soviet intentions shall be put on trial before a military tribunal and shot with the 
obligatory death penalty... Cases concerning all defectors who were found to have crossed into the USSR not 
through malice - to pass over for consideration of Special Board of NKVD of the USSR with punishment of 
ten years of imprisonment" (Архив КГБ; материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 4, л. 21). Meanwhile, 
according to the law, crossing the state border without permission was punishable only by three years of im- 
prisonment, while no punishment was to be applied at all to those who crossed the border in search of political 
asylum. The right to political asylum was guaranteed by the USSR Constitution. 


Blatant arbitrariness, cruel investigative methods, extortion of false confessions, falsification of charges and 
other flagrant violations of the law were committed during the repression of citizens on the basis of nationality, 
Harbians, defectors and political emigrants. 

Employees of UNKVD in Leningrad oblast arrested 170 Estonians in different districts, mainly collective 
farmers, and artificially united them into one subversive group. Having created a depository with explosives 
for provocative purposes, UNKVD workers staged its "discovery" and received testimonies from the arrested 
persons that they were storing explosives to commit acts of sabotage. Of the total number of those arrested, 
146 people were shot according to an “album” decision, while the rest were sentenced to 10 years in prison. At 
present, they have all been rehabilitated (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 23, л. 17). 

Workers of UNKVD in Vologda oblast falsified charges in relation to 304 Finns and Russians, living in dif- 
ferent districts of the oblast, accusing them of belonging to a Finnish insurgent organization. Among those 
arrested, 29 were between 62 and 75 years old, while only 11 were kulaks and the rest were workers, hired la- 
borers, poor peasants, middle class workers and clerks. Of those accused in this case, 77 were shot and 23 died 
in prison. This case was dropped and all 304 persons were rehabilitated (Материалы проверки o нарушениях 


законности, T. 5, л. 50). 
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The archival materials contain numerous examples of when NKVD officers, in an attempt to meet the arrest 
limits for persons of a certain nationality, arrested or claimed already arrested citizens of other nationalities as 
such persons. 

For example, the secretary of the Party group "Soyuzkinosnab," Maslovich, who in reality was a Belarussian, 
was arrested by the Leningrad UNKVD as a Pole. 

Employees of the Kuntsev district NKVD of the Moscow oblast arrested as Poles workers and employees 
Burenkova, Ivanenkova, Sadovnikova and Nikandrov, all Russians by nationality. 

By order of the chief of the Donetsk department of the UNKVD Wolski, testimony was obtained through 
beatings from 60 arrested Ukrainians, Belarusians and Russians that they were Poles (Архив КГБ, d. 8, оп. 
1-1939 r., порядковый номер 14, л. 5-6,25-26, 116, 132). 

As of July 1, 1938, there were 9,853 Poles and 1,237 Latvians convicted in the Sverdlovsk oblast. At the end 
of the same year, we conducted a random check on the cases of 4,123 Poles and 237 Latvians. It was determined 
that only 390 of those convicted were Poles and 12 were Latvians (Архив КГБ, d. 8, on. 1-1939 r., порядковый 


номер 11, л. 8; акт сдачи НКВД Ежовым — таблицы). 


The following facts testify to the indiscriminate approach to repression on the basis of nationality and the 
cynicism of certain NKVD workers, who sought to increase the number of those arrested. 

In 1937, the former head of the 4th division of UNKVD in Leningrad oblast Karpov (retired Lieutenant 
General) gave the following instruction to his subordinates at the meeting of Novgorod city NKVD department 
employees: "You must remember once and for all that every Natsman is a bastard, a spy, a subversive and a 
counterrevolutionary." At the same time Karpov gave instructions to "beat" them "until they sign the report." 
Later, while working as head of the Pskov Department of the NKVD, Karpov personally tortured those arrested 
(Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Карпова). 

To Khodasevich and Tarasov, employees of UNKVD in Leningrad oblast, who appealed to the head of the 
department Dubrovin for assistance in getting living quarters, the latter replied: "Give 50 Poles, when they are 


all shot, then you will get comfortable apartments" (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 10, л. 75). 


The fact that the Commission under the NKVD of the USSR for the review of cases in the "album order" 
considered 2-3 thousand certificates in a day shows how criminally the fates of people were treated (Apxus IIK 
КПСС, акт сдачи НКВД Ежовым, л. 153). 

А former employee of the NKVD of the USSR, Mindal, under interrogation in 1939, testified: 


On a trip to the Far East, Frinovsky took with him several thousand scrapbooks on several oblasts 
and assigned them to be reviewed by Listengurt, Lulov and Ushakov. 

The reviewing of the certificates took place over a drink with singing songs and to the sound 
of a gramophone. Listengurt, Lulov and Ushakov competed with each other to see who could read 
more certificates. In some cases certificates were not read, under each name was indiscriminately 
put the letter ‘P’ – which signified execution. 

Thus all the albums were examined on the way and sent to Moscow for execution (Материалы 


проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 10, л. 31). 


As Mindal Ushakov testified at the investigation of his case, about 20,000 albums were examined with his 
participation during the trip to the Far East (Tam же, л. 46). 


In the deed of the NKVD of the USSR, Yezhov states that on July 1, 1938, 357,227 people were repressed on 
national and other formal grounds. Among them were: 
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Poles – 147,533 


Germans - 65,339 


Harbians - 35,943 


Latvians — 23,539 


Iranians – 15,946 


Greeks – 15,654 


Finns - 10,598 


Chinese and Koreans - 9,191 


Romanians - 9,043 


Estonians — 8,819 


British — 3,335 


Afghans – 3,007 


Bulgarians — 2,752 


other nationals — 6,528 (Архив ЦК КПСС, акт сдачи НКВД Ежовым, таблицы). 


Mass arrests of citizens, conducted under the guise of repressing kulaks, criminals and foreign spies, in reality 
fell mainly on the workers, on honest Soviet citizens. 

For example, in the Karelian ASSR, 10,939 people were repressed and 9,541 of them were shot. Repression 
affected 2,910 workers, 2,088 collective farmers, 1,335 civil servants, 20 Party workers, 184 engineers and 
technicians, 73 scientists, as well as students, pensioners. The mass character of the repressions is proved 
by the following data: in Petrozavodsk, 56 people were repressed in Onega factory and 42 in the town fire 
department, 228 in the Niva settlement, 98 in Shunga village, 201 in Ukhta village, 85 in Kiestenga village and 
97 in Rugozero village. A variety of charges were falsified against those arrested, with the charge of espionage 
being brought against 2,444 of those arrested (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 5, л. 3-4). 

In Kalinin oblast, almost the entire male population was arrested in some villages and settlements. At 
the operative meeting in February 1938 the chief of Opochetsky district NKVD department Ustinovsky said: 
"Now that I have been given 350 people under the first category, I responsibly declare that I cannot fulfill 
them... because I have villages where there is only one man left..." 

At the Party meeting of UNKVD for Kalinin oblast in January 1939, officer Tokarev said that "there are such 
districts where the male population was arrested as a whole. Such were the instructions given ... to uncover 
anti-Soviet organizations in each district." At the same meeting, employee Nikitin said: “...as of today... in 
some villages... there is not a single man, all of them have been arrested. The heads of the collective farms 
and brigade-leaders were arrested for the fact that they, living 200 meters from the frontier, had been abroad 
in 1920-21 and had bought several kilos of salt and other products there” (Материалы проверки о нарушениях 


законности, T. 20, л. 3, 10-11). 


Mass unjustified repressions on the basis of nationality had severe consequences for the international revolu- 


tionary movement. 
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In 1937-1938, under false allegations, prominent figures of the Communist movement were arrested and 
executed: Bronkovsky B. B., Kuhn B. M., Lenski J. M., Moskvin M. A., candidates for the Comintern Executive 
Committee Popov N. N., Prukhnyak E. A, Chemodanov V. T., Krumen Y. M., Gorkich M. M., Belyavsky J., 
members of the International Control Commission Anvelt J., Valetsky M. G., Grzegorzewski Е. J., Iskrow Р. 
H., Krajewski A. P., Eberlein G., responsible employees of the ECCI apparatus Pyatnitsky I. A., Knorin V. G. 
and others. The leading workers of the Communist parties of Poland, Hungary, Germany, Romania, Japan, 
Yugoslavia, Iran, Latvia, Estonia, Bulgaria, China and other countries were subjected to repression. 

Among the repressed on nationality there were a large number of members of the fraternal communist par- 
ties, working in the Comintern, in the Party, Soviet and economic apparatuses. Many of them came to the USSR 
in search of political refuge from persecution by the bourgeois governments for active revolutionary activity. 
Many of them were participants in armed revolts which the bourgeois courts sentenced to long periods of im- 
prisonment and to death. Those arrested were indiscriminately accused of being agents of foreign intelligence, 
of espionage, sabotage and other subversive activities, and persons of Polish nationality were usually accused 


of belonging to the “PMO” organization (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 8). 


During the period of mass repressions and mainly during repressions from the so-called "limits" and nation- 
ality grounds, a simplified extrajudicial procedure for handling cases was especially widespread and took the 
most perverted forms. 

Suffice it to say that between October 1, 1936 and July 1, 1938, 87 percent of all cases were tried out of 
court, including 66 percent by “troikas” (Архив ЦК КПСС, акт сдачи НКВД Ежовым, таблицы). Between August 
26, 1937 and September 5, 1938, cases on 221,565 people were considered in the so-called “album order,” of 


which 174,703 people were shot (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 26, л. 36). 


(c) Repression of workers and employees in certain sectors of the economy 


In the second half of 1937, open trials were held in all oblast, regions and republics against "pests" in the 
Zagotzerno system and in animal husbandry. 

These trials were organized on the instructions of Stalin and Molotov. Abusing their power and creating 
arbitrariness and lawlessness, they, on behalf of the SNK of the USSR and the CC of the AUCP(b), gave tele- 
graphic instructions to the places about such trials and proposed to sentence those brought to responsibility 
only to firing squad. 


In the telegram of August 31, 1937, sent to the district committees, district executive committees, "Zagotzerno" 
storehouses, mills and elevators, they declared the local defects in grain storage and, in particular, the defeat 
of grain by the mite to be the result of sabotage and warned that for any violations of sanitary and grain storage 
rules the guilty would be brought to criminal responsibility as saboteurs and enemies of people. 

Later, in the telegram of September 10, 1937, to the secretaries of the CC of the National Communist Parties, 
regional and oblast Party committees, chairmen of the SNKs of the republics, regional and oblast executive 
committees, all the people's commissars of the republics and the UNKVD of the territories and oblasts, Stalin 
and Molotov, referring to the above telegram and to reports coming in from the localities, said that "sabotage in 
grain storage was not liquidated but still flourished. Tens of thousands of tons of grain lie in the rain without 
any shelter, the elementary conditions of grain storage are violated in a flagrant manner. Further, the telegram 
stated: "The CC and the SNK oblige you to arrange two to three exemplary trials of the grain storage pests 


in the oblast and the province, sentence the guilty to execution, shoot them and publish about it in the local 
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press" (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 41-B/6-6/3). 

On September 11, 1937 Vyshinsky senta cipher telegram to all prosecutors suggesting that they read Stalin's 
and Molotov's decree of September 10, 1937 on liquidating the consequences of sabotage in grain storage, that 
cases in this category should be investigated within three to five days, that the charge, depending on the circum- 
stances of the case, be classified as sabotage or diversion, or as activities of a counterrevolutionary organization, 
and that all accused “must be sentenced to execution" (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, T. 3, л. 
57). 

On September 14, 1937, the Presidium of the CEC of the USSR adopted a special law on simplified pro- 
ceedings in cases of sabotage and subversion, according to which the indictment was given to the accused a 
day before the trial, no appeals against sentences were allowed, and the death sentences were carried out im- 
mediately after the convicts’ petitions for clemency were rejected.?? This law was in effect until 1956. Like the 
law of December 1, 1934 on terrorists, it contravened the basic principles of Soviet law, and its application in 
practice led to grave violations of legality. 

In the telegram of October 2, 1937, addressed to the secretaries of the CC of the National Communist Parties, 
regional and oblast Party committees, chairmen of the SNKs of the republics, oblast and regional executive 
committees, prosecutors of the republics, territories and oblasts, Stalin and Molotov stated that the death of 
hundreds of thousands of horses and cattle, not counting the small ones, is the consequence of bacteriological 
sabotage, disruption of supply with medicines and preparation of fodder. "In order to protect collective and 
state farms from the pest activities of the enemies of the people," the telegram said, "the SNK of the USSR 
and the CC of the AUCP(b) decided to defeat and destroy the cadres of pests in the field of animal husbandry. 
They proposed to hold in each republic, region and oblast three to six open show trials, to sentence the persons 
found guilty of sabotage to execution and to publish about it in the press (Архив ЦК КПСС; Архив КГБ. Ф. 35. 
Д. 431. Л. 1010). 

The NKVD organs and local prosecutors, fulfilling these directives, falsified cases against the grassroots 
and senior officials of the rural, district and oblast institutions, attributed to them sabotage and subversive 


activities, and artificially created sabotage counterrevolutionary organizations. 


Some leaders of oblast, regional and republican Party organs, in carrying out Stalin's and Molotov's direc- 
tive to conduct show trials of Zagotzerno and livestock workers, showed particular zeal and even complained 
about the courts, which, in their opinion, passed too lenient sentences on those convicted. For example, in 
the Yaroslavl oblast, in the course of one month there were held four public trials of workers of “Zagotzerno,” 
the mill trust and the district Party and Soviet institutions, during which 26 persons were sentenced to death. 
After the Supreme Court of the USSR commuted four of those convicted to 15 to 25 years' imprisonment, Sec- 
retary of the oblast Party Committee, Zimin, complained to Stalin that the Supreme Court was disrupting the 
implementation of the CC directives on combating pests (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 24, 
л. 100-103). 

From the report Vyshinsky submitted to Molotov on November 15, 1937, we see that as of November 10 
of that year, 896 cases were opened in the Zagotzerno system, 2,343 persons were prosecuted, of which 351 
cases were tried and 1,072 persons were sentenced to death. In the oblast, there were 202 cases of sabotage in 
animal husbandry, 700 persons were prosecuted, 84 cases were tried in court and 315 persons were sentenced 
to death (Архив ЦК КПСС, личный архив Молотова, д. 164). 


Open, so-called "show trials" took place at that time in а number of other sectors of the national economy as 


well. 
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For example, from August 1 to 6, 1938 in the Donetsk and Lugansk oblast there were held five open trials 
of senior coal industry workers accused of subversion, sabotage and espionage. As a result of these cases, 16 
people were sentenced to death, including two managers of coal trusts, managers and chief engineers of mines 
and other specialists, and seven were imprisoned for long years in a correctional labor camp. The trials were 
held in the presence of a large number of workers and were widely reported in the local newspapers, calling for 
merciless reprisals against saboteurs, subversives and spies. At present, all five of the above-mentioned cases 
have been dropped for lack of corpus delicti in the actions of the convicted (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное 
дело Шейнина). 

On July 24, 1937 Yezhov signed a directive оп purging the personnel of water and bacteriological stations, 
research institutes and laboratories engaged in microbiology. The directive stated that, according to the avail- 
able intelligence and investigative materials, the intelligence agencies of Japan, Germany and Poland had sig- 
nificantly strengthened the preparation of bacteriological sabotage during the war, so the main task of the 
purge was to fully uncover the sabotage agents of foreign intelligence and to bring order to the hiring and dis- 
missal of staff, storage and expenditure of toxic bacteriological agents. The Directive ordered to immediately 
arrest from among the staff of the aforementioned institutions: all foreign nationals, former foreigners who 
had acquired Soviet citizenship, persons connected with foreign intelligence agencies and their agents as well 


as active anti-Soviet elements (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 3, л. 59-66). 


(d) Repression of the family members of convicts 


One of the manifestations of the cruelty and inhumanity of Stalin's personality cult was the repression of the 


convicts' relatives, including children, who had not committed any crime. 


At first, according to the instructions issued by Yezhov on June 15, 1937, subject to eviction from Moscow, 
Leningrad, Kyiv, Rostov-on-Don, Taganrog, Sochi and the surrounding districts were all the families of those 
expelled from the Party since December 1, 1934, as well as families of repressed Trotskyists, Zinovievites, 
Rightists, decists (“децисты”) and participants of other anti-Soviet terrorist and espionage organizations, who 
were shot or sentenced to imprisonment for 5 years and more (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 
3, л. 45-51). 

However, on July 5, 1937, a Politburo decree of the CC of the AUCP(b) was issued, according to which the 
wives and family members of the persons convicted for anti-Soviet activities were to be repressed and sent to 
correctional-labor camps for the terms from 5 to 8 years. 

According to NKVD Order No. 00447 of July 30, 1937 "On repressive operations against former kulaks, 
criminals and other anti-Soviet elements" (“Об операции по репрессированию бывших кулаков, уголовников и 


других антисоветских элементов”), it was proposed to repress: 


...Families whose members are capable of active anti-Soviet actions. Members of such a family, with 
a special decision of the troika, are subject to deportation to camps or labor settlements. 

The families of persons repressed under the first category, living in the frontier zone, are subject 
to resettlement outside the frontier zone within the republics, regions and oblasts. 

The families of the repressed under the first category living in Moscow, Leningrad, Kyiv, Tbilisi, 
Baku, Rostov-on-Don, Taganrog and in the districts of Sochi, Gagra and Sukhumi are subject to 
eviction from these points to other oblasts... 

All families of the repressed according to the first and second categories are to be registered and 


systematically observed (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 19, л. 32-33). 
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However, two weeks later, on 15 August 1937, an NKVD order No. 00486 signed by Yezhov already con- 
tained new instructions on the repression of the family members of convicts, corresponding to the above de- 
cision of the Politburo of 5 July 1937." On the basis of this order, the families of “renegades, members of 
Right-Trotskyist spy-sabotage organizations, convicted by the Military Collegium and military tribunals ac- 
cording to the first and second categories" after August 1, 1936 were repressed. Members of such families 
were arrested and their property was to be confiscated. The wives, by decision of the Special Conference, were 
subject to imprisonment in penal labor camps for 5 to 8 years. Children over 15 years of age, if at the discretion 
of the NKVD workers they were found to be socially dangerous and capable of committing anti-Soviet actions, 
were sent either to camps, or to correctional labor colonies of the NKVD or to the Narkompros' (People's Com- 
missariat for Education's) special children's homes. Infants were sent with their mothers to the camps, from 
where, when they reached the age of 1-1.5 years, they were transferred to children's homes and nurseries of 
the People's Commissariat of Health. Children between the ages of 3 and 15 were placed in children's homes 
of the People's Commissariat (Архив КГБ; материалы проверки дела “Антисоветского троцкистского центра,” т. 3, 
л. 53-64). 

As of August 4, 1938, 17,355 children had been taken away from repressed parents and another 5,000 
children were yet to be taken away (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 20, л. 98-100). 

On March 21, 1939 Beria reported to Chairman of the SNK Molotov that there were 4,500 infants of nursery 
age in the detention cams and he suggested to follow the previously established procedure to take [the chin- 
dren] from their mothers and to continue this practice in the future (Tam же, л. 136-141). 


There were cases in which charges of belonging to counterrevolutionary organizations and anti-Soviet activities 
were fabricated against children over the age of 15. 

For example, in 1937, by decision of the Special council, Yakir, the 14 year old son of the former commander 
of the Kyiv military district Yakir P. I., was imprisoned for 5 years, and in 1944 – again for 8 years. In 1955 he 
was rehabilitated. Tomsky's son, arrested at the age of 16, was in the labor camps for a long time. 

A striking example of falsification of charges against minors is the fabrication of the case against the 16- 
year-old Kamenev Yuri, who was shot on the verdict of the Military Collegium of January 30, 1938. Having no 
evidence of his guilt, the Military Collegium in its verdict stated: 


Kamenev, being under the ideological influence of his father Kamenev L. B., an enemy of the peo- 
ple, assimilated the terrorist attitude of the anti-Soviet Trotskyist organization; embittered by the 
repression applied to his father as an enemy of the people, Kamenev Y. L. expressed among stu- 
dents terrorist intentions toward the leaders of the AUCP(b) and the Soviet power in 1937 in Gorky 


(Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 5, л. 112). 


At present, the case against Kamenev Yuri was dropped for lack of evidence. 


As established by the inspection, repressions against the wives of "enemies of the people" were not limited to 
exile and imprisonment in labor camps. Some of these women were shot, although they did not commit any 
crimes. 

In August 1937, Stalin and Molotov approved the list for the Ukrainian SSR of 92 people to be sentenced 
to the second category - imprisonment in a labor camp for 10 years. On the list was Weger E. I., Party member 
since 1918 — the wife of the deputy chairman of the SNK of the Ukrainian SSR Shelekes and sister of the first 
secretary of the Odessa Obkom of the CP(b)U Weger. Molotov wrote next to Weger's surname: “BMH” (capital 
punishment). On September 3, 1937, she was shot. It is worth noting that during both the investigation and 
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the trial, Weger did not plead guilty to anything. She has now been fully rehabilitated (Архив Парткомиссии, 
персональное дело Молотова, T. 22, л. 1-3). 

On August 20, 1938, Stalin and Molotov approved the list submitted by Yezhov for conviction under the 
"first category" of 15 wives of "enemies of the people," and they were all shot. The list included the wives of 
former senior Party, Soviet and military officials and NKVD officers, in particular, Chubar А. I., Eikhe-Rubtsova 
E. E., Kosior E. S., Yegorova G. A., Pramnek M. K., Orlova V. A., Khavina-Skrypnik R. L., Dybenko-Sedyakina 
V. A., Agranova V. A., Artuzova I. M. and others. From 15 women shot, 10 were housewives and two were 
students before they were arrested. The husbands of many of them were shot much later, in early 1939 (Архив 


Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 24, л. 1, 81-83, 88). 


In total, 40,056 people were subjected to reprisals as family members of "renegades" and "enemies of the 
people" (Сообщение КГБ No. 537-C or 5.Ш. 1962 r.; материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 2, л. 98). 


2.2.5 January Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) 1938 


In the mid-January 1938, the Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) was held amid continuing mass repression. 


The Plenum, among other questions, heard a report by Malenkov "On the mistakes of the Party organizations 
in expelling communists from the Party, on the formal-bureaucratic attitude toward appeals of those expelled 
from the AUCP(b) and on measures for eliminating these shortcomings" (“Об ошибках парторганизаций при ис- 
ключении коммунистов из партии, о формально-бюрократическом отношении к апелляциям исключенных из ВКП(б) 
и о мерах по устранению этих недостатков”). 

In his report, Malenkov said that in the first half of 1937 24,000 communists were expelled from the Party 
and in the second half of the year 76,000 were expelled. He cited a number of facts of a formal and indiscrim- 
inate approach to solving questions about the fate of communists. 

However, Malenkov did not reveal the real reasons for the incorrect exclusion of communists from the Party 
and laid the blame for this on the local Party organs and individual detractors, although, as is well known, the 
mass expulsions from the Party were closely connected with the mass repressions carried out at that time and 
resulted from the situation that developed as a result. 

According to Malenkov, "the leaders of Party organizations failed to recognize and expose... skillfully dis- 
guised enemies, these worst pests, who shout loudest about vigilance in order to conceal their own crimes 
before the Party, who create a provocative environment in the Party organization." 

Further, Malenkov accused many leaders of the oblast and regional committees and the CC of the National 
Communist Party of "creating an environment of impunity for careerist communists and playing into the hands 
of disguised enemies of the Party by their improper leadership." Malenkov called for "exposing and destroying 
to the end the disguised enemies who have infiltrated our ranks and are striving by false cries of vigilance to 
conceal their hostility and to keep themselves in the Party in order to continue in it their vile traitorous work, 
striving by measures of repression to overwhelm our Bolshevik cadres and sow uncertainty and unnecessary 
suspicion in our ranks." (Underlined by Malenkov.) 

These erroneous provisions of Malenkov's report were also reflected in the decision of the Plenum. Along 
with condemning the serious mistakes and perversions made in expelling communists from the Party, the 
Plenum resolution demanded that all Party organizations and their leaders "expose and uproot to the end all 
willing and unwilling enemies of the Party. 


On the eve of the Plenum, on January 9, 1938, the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) issued a stern reprimand 
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to the bureau of the Kuibyshev Oblast Party Committee and relieved Postyshev of his duties as First Secretary 
of the Obkom for disbanding thirty Party district committees on the sole ground that certain members of these 
district committees were expelled from the Party and arrested. 

Postyshev's speech at the Plenum showed that an extremely abnormal situation prevailed in the Kuibyshev 
oblast, a spirit of general suspicion, uncertainty, confusion and anxiety prevailed. 


...Му situation — Postyshev said – was also very difficult. The Soviet and Party leadership was hos- 
tile, from the oblast leadership to the district leadership. ...What is there to be surprised about. 
Khatayevich was in prison for a few years, then Shubrikov and then Levin. I counted and it turns 
out that for 12 years the enemies were in prison. On the Soviet line the same hostile leadership was 
in jail. They sat and picked up their cadres. For example, in our regional executive committee, right 
down to the technical staff, sat the most savage enemies, who confessed to their sabotage work and 
behaved brazenly. Beginning with the chairman of the regional executive committee, his deputy, 
consultants and secretaries – all of them were enemies. All departments of the executive Commit- 
tee were littered with enemies. Now take the organization of the regional consumer cooperative 
society. There sat the enemy Vermul - a relative of Khatayevich. Take the trade line – enemies sat 
there too... 

Now take the chairmen of district executive committees — all enemies. 66 chairmen of district 
executive committees — all enemies. The overwhelming majority of second secretaries, not to men- 
tion the first ones, were enemies and not just enemies, but there were many spies sitting there... 

Then Commissioner Frenkel of the PCC is also an enemy and both of his deputies are spies. 
Take the Soviet control – enemies. 

..From the governing body - from the secretaries of district committees, chairmen of district 
executive committees, there was almost not a single honest person. And why are you surprised? 

...Take the leadership of the regional executive committee. There are materials, people are sitting 
and they confess, they themselves show their hostile and spying work. 

...Look how many enemies we have. Levin transferred all the chiefs of the political departments 
of the Machine Tractor Station (MTS) to secretaries, and most of them turned out to be enemies. 

... There were re-elections, and a week after the re-election, the Kuibyshev City Committee plenum 
was reduced to 24 from 41. 

...Of the 61 members of the Obkom plenum, 25 remained. 

...I'm talking about the total number of chairmen, deputy chairmen up to the secretaries of dis- 
trict executive committees, heads of departments, their deputies. In the Party leadership, I am 
talking about the secretaries, about the heads of all the departments. All the heads of the depart- 
ments of the Obkom and almost all the instructors turned out to be enemies, only four instructors 
were left, and even they could not be kept in the apparatus. 

..In the city district committees, all the secretaries turned out to be enemies. Of the 66 secre- 
taries of the district committees, I do not know how many, maybe five out of 66, remained, and the 
rest were enemies or firmly connected with the enemy. 

..Who in the district Committee were the members? The first secretary, the second secretary, 
the chairman of the executive committee, the head of the district administration, the director of the 
MTS, the director of the state farm — that’s about who were members of the district committee. And 
in the overwhelming majority, in 90 percent, at the head of the MTS were enemies, real enemies. 


Here is the situation: the secretary is an enemy, the chairman of the executive Committee is an 
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enemy, the director of the MTS is an enemy, the head of the administration is an enemy, the head 
of the district financial department is an enemy. What remains? 


Ignatov N. G., Secretary of the Kuibyshev oblast Party Committee, in his speech at the Plenum, speaking of the 
situation in the oblast, said: 


...Comrade Postyshev had been sitting in the Obkom since March (1937 - our note). Until Au- 
gust, until the intervention of the CC, which sent the secretary of the CC, Comrade Andreev, to the 
Kuibyshev Party organization, Comrade Postyshev did not wage any struggle against the enemies. 
Postyshev did not conduct any struggle against the enemies. 

..In August Comrade Andreev, Secretary of the CC of the AUCP(b), arrived in Kuibyshev. Com- 
rade Andreev said to Comrade Postyshev at a meeting of the bureau of the Obkom: 'Comrade 
Postyshev, the CC believes that you have no fight with the enemies, that you need to mobilize the 
Kuibyshev Party organization to expose the enemies. Things are not important for you’. In addition, 
Comrade Andreev suggested that Comrade Postyshev should radically change his style of work... 

... Then Comr. Postyshev's style was different. He began shouting everywhere and everywhere 
that there were no decent people, that there were many enemies. You were quite right to be indig- 
nant when he said that in the Kuibyshev oblast there were enemies everywhere... For two weeks all 
the secretaries of the city district committees and the entire apparatus of the district committees 
in Kuibyshev were running around with magnifying glasses. Comrade Postyshev set an example: 
he summoned the representatives of the district committees to his office, took a magnifying glass 
and began to examine the notebooks. Then all the notebooks had their covers ripped off, allegedly 
because they found a Nazi swastika or something else on the covers. They went so far as to find 
Nazi badges on cookies, ‘Caramel’ candies and other items... looking everywhere for enemies with 
magnifying glasses. You, Comrade Postyshev, were the only one with a magnifying glass in your 
office. This spread throughout the city, and, in effect, you created panic among the population. 


Such an abnormal situation was created by that time not only in the Kuibyshev oblast, but also in many other 
oblasts, territories and republics. It was a consequence of the arbitrariness and misguided attitudes of Stalin, 
Molotov and others regarding punitive policies. Despite this, Postyshev was severely criticized at the Plenum 
in speeches by Kaganovich and in remarks by Stalin, Molotov, Yezhov and Beria, who, using demagogical 
methods, blamed Postyshev for the abnormal situation in the oblast. He was criticized not only for his wrong 
decisions to disband a large number of oblast Party committees, but also for his loss of vigilance and his inability 


to expose "enemies." Kaganovich, for example, in his speech stated: 


I would say that Comrade Postyshev's blindness, as manifested in Kyiv, borders on a crime, because 
he did not see the enemies even when all the sparrows on the roofs were chirping. More than 
that, they rubbed up against him literally in his household, in his apartment. They were his most 
honorable and respected people. 


On Stalin's suggestion, the Plenum expelled Postyshev from the Politburo. Soon, Postyshev was arrested 
and then shot. In 1955 he was rehabilitated.?? 


Malenkov's report, Kaganovich's speech, Stalin's remarks, Molotov, Yezhov and Beria essentially oriented the 


continuation of mass repressions, covering it up with the need to further expose "willing or unwilling" enemies 


of the Party and the Soviet state. Therefore, after the January Plenum the repressions did not diminish and 
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their character did not change. Repression on the basis of "limits," nationality and other purely formal grounds 
continued. In January 1938, Molotov, Kaganovich, Voroshilov and Zhdanov approved 22 lists of 2,770 persons, 
of whom 2,547 were to be shot; in February, Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich, Voroshilov and Zhdanov approved 
28 lists of 3,699 persons, of whom 3,622 were to be shot; in March the same persons approved 36 lists of 
3,286 persons, of whom 2,983 were to be shot. At the same time, falsification of the case of the "Anti-Soviet 
Right-Trotskyist Bloc" and preparation of an open trial on it took place. 


2.2.6 Falsification of an open trial in the case of the "Anti-Soviet Right Trotskyist Bloc" 


During the period of mass repression and in a situation of gross violations of socialist legality, the case of the 
so-called "Anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist Bloc" was falsified. 


Fabrication of incriminating materials against Bukharin and Rykov began long before this and continued for 
several years, while they still occupied high positions in the Party and in office. 

Along with the fabrication of charges against Bukharin and Rykov, false evidence of criminal activity was 
also created by other former right-wing deviators. 

As early as March 1935, contradictory and unreliable testimony was received from former members of the 
"Bukharin school" and Uglanov's group, who were then in political isolation cells, about right-wing terrorist 
activity and Bukharin and Rykov's knowledge of it. 

Later, testimony was obtained from Kamenev and Zinoviev about the Right's interlocking with the Trot- 
skyists and Zinovievites. 

Even though Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky were candidates for the CC of the AUCP(b), an extract from the 
report of the Kamenev interrogation without any check was included by Stalin in his closed letter to the CC of 
the AUCP(b) of July 29, 1936 "On the terrorist activities of the Trotskyist-Zinoviev counterrevolutionary bloc," 
(“О террористической деятельности троцкистско-зиновьевского контрреволюционного блока”) and in August 1936 
the testimony of Катепеу and Zinoviev was published in the press. From this time on, the names of former 
right-wing leaders began to be deliberately linked in Party documents and in the press to former leaders of the 
Trotskyist-Zinoviev opposition who had been convicted and arrested. 


At the trial of the United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center in August 1936, Vyshinsky, on the basis of unverified 
materials on the case, made a statement published in the newspapers about the beginning of an investigation 
of Bukharin, Rykov, Tomsky and others, thus linking the former right-wing leaders with the Trotskyists and 
Zinovievites on trial. 

Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky immediately appealed to Stalin to categorically deny all the charges brought 
against them and asked him to look into it thoroughly, but their requests were not granted. As a result of this 
harassment, Tomsky committed suicide on August 22, 1936. In a suicide letter to Stalin he wrote: 


...I appeal to you not only as the leader of the Party, but also as an old battle Comrade, and here 
is my last request — do not believe Zinoviev's insolent slander, I have never entered into any blocs 
with him, I have not done any plots against the Party (Материалы проверки дела “Право-троцкистского 
блока,” т. 3, л. 32-33). 


This statement of Tomsky was disregarded, and оп August 23, 1936, the newspaper Pravda reported that 
"Tomsky M. P., a candidate member of the CC of the AUCP(b), having become entangled in his connections 


with the counterrevolutionary Trotskyist-Zinoviev terrorists ... committed suicide." 
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Kamenev and Zinoviev, from whom confessions were obtained against the leaders of the right, were shot 
on August 25, 1936, that is, the day after the trial. 


On September 10, 1936, Vyshinsky's announcement was published in the press that the investigation of Buk- 
harin and Rykov had been terminated because there were no grounds for bringing them to trial. In reality, 
however, the investigation was not terminated and the collection of evidence of Bukharin and Rykov's "crimi- 
nal" activities continued. They were placed under intensified surveillance by agents. NKVD agencies arrested 
people who had been involved in the rightist deviation, and by means of illegal methods of investigation they 
tried to get testimony from them about the participation of rightist deviation leaders in anti-Soviet activities. 
For the same purpose, a number of former right-wing evaders were transported to Moscow from camps and 
exile. 

As a result of grave violations of socialist legality, they received fictitious testimony from some of those 
arrested about the existence of a right-wing terrorist organization in the Soviet Union, headed by Rykov and 
Bukharin. Yezhov immediately informed Stalin about these testimonies, stating in his message that "in the 
light of the latest testimony of those arrested, the role of the right looks different... The protocols will be sent 
to you one of these days. In any case, there is every reason to believe that we will be able to uncover a lot of new 
information and the right-wing and, in particular, Rykov, Bukharin, Uglanov, Schmidt, etc., will look different." 
Subsequently, he sent Stalin, Molotov and Kaganovich a number of interrogation reports with confessions from 
those arrested of their "criminal" ties with the leaders of the right. In a transmittal letter dated December 7, 
1936, Yezhov wrote: 


I am forwarding to you the minutes of the interrogation ... of Kulikov E. F., an arrested member of 
the counterrevolutionary terrorist organization of the right, who testified that in 1932 he personally 
received from Bukharin N. I. a directive on the need to kill Comrade Stalin (Материалы проверки 


дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 3, л. 95-98, 182). 


The content of some interrogation protocols was coordinated with Stalin before they were signed by the 
interrogated persons. For example, on September 23, 1936 after Sokolnikov's confrontations with Bukharin 
and Rykov and their interrogations in the CC of the AUCP(b), Vyshinsky sent these reports to Stalin with the 
following note: "In case you approve these documents by me, these documents will receive the signatures of 
the relevant persons" (Материалы проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 3, л. 48). 

Due to the fact that Bukharin and Rykov were candidates for the CC of the AUCP(b), the question about 
them in December 1936 was raised at the CC Plenum, where Yezhov made a report "On anti-Soviet, Trot- 
skyist and right-wing organizations" (“Об антисоветских, троцкистских и правых организациях”). Operating, 
as is now established, оп false testimony by Sosnovsky, Kulikov, Yakovlev, Kotov and others, Yezhov accused 
Bukharin and Rykov of blocking with Trotskyists and Zinovievites and of being aware of their terrorist activ- 
ities. Bukharin and Rykov categorically denied these charges. During the days of the Plenum Bukharin sent 
a letter to Stalin addressed to "all members and candidates of the CC of the AUCP(b)" in which, indignant at 
the monstrosity of the charges brought against him, he wrote that if the political assessment were accepted as 
put forward in the report, the investigating authorities would no longer be able to approach the consideration 


of his case objectively (Материалы проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 1, л. 77-87). 
In connection with the absence of reliable data on Bukharin's and Rykov's guilt, Stalin made the proposal 


adopted by the Plenum: "To consider the question of Rykov and Bukharin unfinished. Continue further veri- 
fication and postpone the case by decision until the subsequent Plenum of the CC." 
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However, no Party investigation was carried out and the case was actually handed over to the NKVD. The 
press continued to harass Bukharin and Rykov politically; articles were published using falsified and tenden- 
tious facts from their past activities and placing the names of Bukharin and Rykov on a par with those of 
Trotsky, Kamenev and Zinoviev. One of Pravda's articles even stated that the right-wing leaders went hand in 
hand with the Gestapo. On December 15, 1936, Bukharin protested to Stalin and members of the Politburo 
against the lies and slander directed at him. The premature promulgation of the accusations created against 


Bukharin and Rykov led Stalin to write on Bukharin's letter that: 


Comr. Mekhlis. 

The question of the former rightists (Rykov and Bukharin) is postponed until the next Plenum of the 
CC. Consequently, we must stop swearing at Bukharin (and Rykov) until the question is resolved. 
It does not take much intelligence to understand this elementary truth (Архив ЦК КПСС; материалы 


проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 3, л. 147). 


Meanwhile, the fabrication of "new" data about the alleged crimes committed by Bukharin and Rykov 
continued. In late 1936 and early 1937, NKVD organs arrested people close to Bukharin and Rykov in the past, 
including Astrov, Radin, Nesterov, and made numerous arrests in Moscow, Leningrad, Sverdlovsk, Saratov, 
Khabarovsk and other cities of persons directly or indirectly connected with the right-wing leaders in the past. 
Through extortion, blackmail and direct physical abuse, false testimony was obtained from many of those 
arrested, stating that Bukharin and Rykov had for years allegedly conducted anti-Soviet activities and created 
their own underground organization. 

A significant role in the entire investigation of Bukharin, Rykov and others was played by provocative 
testimony of the arrested Astrov. In particular, Astrov acted as one of the main exponents of Bukharin in a 
confrontation, which was held on January 13, 1937 by Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich, Voroshilov, Ordzhonikidze 
and Yezhov. Some time after the confrontation with Bukharin, Astrov was released from custody, although he 
then pleaded guilty. In his explanations to the PCC under the CPSU CC dated April 18 and 24, 1961, Astrov 
said that the testimony he gave in 1937 was fictitious and dictated by NKVD officers (Материалы проверки дела 
“Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 6, л. 65-93, 104-128). 

It has also been established that Radek and Sokolnikov, who "incriminated" Bukharin and Rykov while 
serving their sentences in prison, said that they had given false testimony against them (Материалы проверки 


дела “Антисоветского троцкистского центра,” т. 12, л. 1-47). 


Using falsified NKVD materials, Yezhov announced at the February-March Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) 
in 1937, which again examined the Bukharin and Rykov case, that he had received "exhaustive testimony" 
confirming the charges brought against them at the December Plenum. Attempts by Bukharin and Rykov to 
object to these charges were regarded as insincerity, duplicity and attacks on their part on the NKVD organs 
and on the CC of the Party. 

At the Plenum, Bukharin and Rykov were expelled as candidates for membership in the CC of the AUCP(b), 
expelled from the Party and arrested on the same day by the NKVD organs. 

Bukharin, Rykov and others were investigated with gross violations of socialist legality, up to and including 
the use of physical force against those arrested. In Yezhov's archives, in one of his notebooks there was found 
a note: "Beat Rykov." There is also evidence that Krestinsky, Yagoda, Pletnev and some other accused were 
beaten (Архив ЦК КПСС, архив Ежова, д. 217; материалы проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 5, л. 46- 
54, 138, т. 8, л. 64, 78). 

All those arrested in the “Anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist Bloc" case pleaded guilty to the charges brought 
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against them. 


In February 1938 Vyshinsky submitted to Stalin a draft press report on the forthcoming open trial in the case 
of Bukharin, Rykov and others. Stalin made a number of additions and changes to the draft, which consisted 
in strengthening and emphasizing the special role of Bukharin and Rykov in leading the conspiracy, and wrote 
in his own hand the wording of the charges against Bukharin and Rykov as follows: 


The defendants are accused of having, on the instructions of the intelligence services of foreign 
states hostile to the Soviet Union, formed a conspiratorial group called the Right-Trotskyist Bloc, 
with the aim of espionage in favor of foreign states, sabotage, subversion, terror, undermining the 
military power of the USSR, provoking a military attack by those states on the USSR, defeating the 
USSR, dismembering the USSR and detaching from it of Ukraine, Belarussia, the Central Asian re- 
publics, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Primorye in the Far East — in favor of the said foreign states, 
finally - the overthrow of the existing socialist social state system in the USSR and the restoration 
of capitalism, the restoration of bourgeoisie power (Материалы проверки дела “Право-троцкистского 
блока,” т. 7, л. 137). 


Stalin's redacted report was published in the press on February 28, 1938, and the charges he formulated 
against Bukharin and Rykov were fully incorporated into the indictment in their case. 


The archives of the CPSU CC and the KGB under the USSR Council of Ministers found several versions of the 
indictment in the case of the "Anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist Bloc," from which we can see that Stalin repeatedly 
changed the composition of its members. In these versions, along with other persons, prominent Party and 
state officials appeared as accused: Antipov, Vareikis, Weitzer, Yakovlev, Unshliht, Knorin, Abolin, Tairov, 
Lavrentiev-Kartvelishvili and Gryadinsky. These persons were not included in the final indictment and were 
sentenced to death in solitary confinement. 

Twenty-one people were convicted in the case of the "Anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist Bloc": Bukharin N. I, 
Party member since 1906, editor of the newspaper Izvestia; Rykov A. I., Party member since 1898, People's 
Commissar of Communications of the USSR; Yagoda G. G., Party member since 1907, former People's Com- 
missar of Internal Affairs of the USSR; Krestinsky N. N., Party member since 1903, First Deputy Commissar of 
Foreign Affairs of the USSR; Rosengolts A. P., Party member since 1905, People's Commissar of Foreign Trade 
of the USSR; Ivanov V. I., Party member since 1915, People’s Commissar of the Timber Industry of the USSR; 
Chernov M. A., Party member since 1920, People’s Commissar of Agriculture of the USSR; Grinko G. F., Party 
member since 1920, People's Commissar of Finance of the USSR; Zelensky I. A., Party member since 1906, 
chairman of the Central Union; Ikramov A., Party member since 1918, first secretary of the CC of the CP(b) 
of Uzbekistan; Khodjaev F., Party member since 1920, chairman of the SNK of the Uzbek SSR; Sharangovich 
V. Е, Party member since 1917, first secretary of the CC of the CP(b) of Belarus; Zubarev P. T., Party member 
since 1904, Deputy Commissar of Agriculture of the RSFSR; Bulanov Р. P., Party member since 1918, Secretary 
of the NKVD of the USSR; Levin L. G., non-Party, Doctor of Medicine, former attending physician of Gorky; 
Kazakov I. N., non-Party, former attending physician of Menzhinsky; Maximov-Dikovsky V. A., Party member 
since 1920, former assistant to Kuibyshev; Kryuchkov P. P., non-Party, former secretary to Gorky; Pletnev D. 
D., non-Party, honored scientist, professor, former consultant doctor to Gorky and Kuibyshev; Rakovsky H. G., 
Party member from 1913 to 1927 and from 1935 to 1937, head of the Administration of Research Institutes 
of the RSFSR People's Commissariat of Health; Bessonov S. A., Party member since 1920, adviser to the Soviet 


Union's embassy in Germany. 
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The case on them was considered in open court by the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the 
USSR on March 2-13, 1938, with the participation of the State Prosecutor Vyshinsky. All persons on the case, 
with the exception of Pletnev, Rakovsky and Bessonov, were sentenced to execution. Pletnev, Rakovsky and 
Bessonov, who were initially convicted to imprisonment, were also shot in September 1941 by the verdict in 
absentia of the Military Collegium among 170 prisoners of the Oryol prison.’ 

Five members of the CC of the AUCP(b) - Ivanov, Ikramov, Zelensky, Chernov, Yagoda and four candidates 
for the CC of the AUCP(b) - Bukharin, Rykov, Rozenholtz and Grinko were convicted in this case. 

The Court found Bukharin, Rykov and others guilty of having organized in 1932-1933 the conspiratorial 
anti-Soviet group "Right-Trotskyist Bloc" for the purpose of overthrowing the socialist order in the USSR, and, 
on the instructions of foreign intelligence agencies, having engaged in espionage in favor of foreign govern- 
ments, conducted sabotage and subversion in industry, agriculture and transport, organized the murder of 
Kirov and the extermination of Kuibyshev, Menzhinsky Gorky and his son Peshkov and tried to poison Yezhov. 

Bukharin, in addition, was charged with the fact that in 1918 he and the "left" SRs and the group of “left 
communists" headed by him tried to disrupt the Brest peace, arrest and kill Lenin, Stalin and Sverdlov and 
form a new government. Zelensky, Ivanov and Zubarev were also accused of collaborating with the tsarist 
guard. 


In connection with the case of the "Anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist Bloc," the NKVD arrested on false charges 
a large number of persons who in the past never shared the views of the Right and other anti-Party groups, 
falsified files on various peripheral "centers" which were allegedly carrying out espionage, sabotage, subversion 
and terrorist activities on the ground on the instructions of the "Right-Trotskyist Bloc." 

The present examination has shown that the case of "Anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist Bloc" was created arti- 
ficially and the accusation of Bukharin, Rykov and others of committing the gravest crimes of statehood was 
falsified by NKVD organs with the participation of workers of Office of Public Prosecutor and judges. No 
" Anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist Bloc" really existed and the persons convicted in this case were not engaged іп 
counterrevolutionary activities. Bukharin's accusation concerning 1918 and Zubarev's accusation of connec- 
tions with the Tsarist guard were also not confirmed. 

In 1957-1959, the convicted Ikramov, Sharangovich, Ivanov, Grinko and Zelensky were fully rehabilitated 


and posthumously reinstated to the Party.** 


The case against the other convicted persons should also be terminated, with the exception of Yagoda. However, 
all charges should also be dropped with the exception of the charge of sabotage, since Yagoda, during his work 
as Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR in 1934-1936, was guilty of grave violations of socialist legality 
and was responsible for numerous arbitrary arrests of Soviet citizens and for the fabrication of false cases. 

It is well known that Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky led a group of right-wing surrenderers in 1928-1929, 
for which the November 1929 Plenum of the CC of the AUCP(b) removed them from the Politburo and severely 
warned them. On November 25, 1929 they submitted a statement to the CC of the AUCP(b) in which they rec- 
ognized their activities as erroneous and harmful. This statement was published the next day in the newspaper 
“Pravda.” After that, Bukharin and Rykov did not oppose the general line of the Party. 

Rakovsky and Rosenholtz had been active members of the Trotskyist opposition in the past. Krestinsky 
shared the views of the Trotskyists only on specific issues. The other twelve prisoners, while members of the 
Party, did not participate in any opposition or anti-Party groups and four of them had never been members of 
the Party at all. Some of the convicts not only had no connection with each other, but were not acquainted with 


each other. 
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2.2.7 Consequences of the unjustified mass repressions of 1937-1938. Resolution of the USSR SNK and 
the CC of the AUCP(b) of November 17, 1938 


By the middle of 1938, the mass repressions in the country had reached a large scale and the number of those 
arrested on charges of committing the most serious crimes had increased considerably. If during the whole year 


ла 


of 1937, 383,097 persons were arrested for “espionage,” “rebellious” and “subversive and sabotage activities,” 
then during the first six months of 1938 the number of persons arrested on such charges amounted to 319,591 


(Архив ЦК КПСС, акт передачи НКВД Ежовым — таблицы). 


As a result of the mass unjustified and brutal repressions of 1937-1938, the Party and the state suffered enor- 
mous losses in cadres. As already noted, in those years about 70 percent of the members and candidates for 
the CC of the AUCP(b) elected at the XVII Party Congress, more than half of the delegates to that Congress 
and many thousands of valuable and honest workers from among the Party and Soviet activists were illegally 
repressed. 

The following examples show what scale the repressions had reached and whom they affected in the field. 

According to incomplete data as of May 1, 1938 in the Saratov oblast there were repressed: 6 secretaries 
of the oblast Party committee, 12 members and candidate members of the bureau of the oblast Party commit- 
tee, 38 members and candidate members of the oblast Party committee, 41 secretaries of the city and district 
Party committees, 17 officials of the oblast Party committee; 3 secretaries of the oblast Komsomol committee, 
5 members of the oblast Komsomol committee, 9 secretaries of district Komsomol committees; 7 oblast news- 
paper editors and their deputies; 7 members of the CEC of the USSR and the All-Russian CEC who worked 
in the region; 47 members of the oblast executive committee, including the chairman, his deputies and mem- 
bers of the presidium, 45 senior officials of the oblast executive committee, 27 chairmen of district executive 
committees and their deputies; 56 heads of enterprises, institutions and universities, 54 scientists, including 3 
academicians and 20 professors (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 14, л. 19-21). 

The repression was carried out in the Tatar ASSR against all members of the bureau of the Obkom, 30 
members of the oblast Party committee, more than 50 secretaries of the city and district Party committees, 
13 workers of the oblast Party committee, 45 chiefs of commissars and heads of departments, 33 heads of 
institutions and enterprises (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 16, л. 13-18, 138). 

In the Crimean ASSR, all the secretaries of the oblast Party committee, the chairman of the PCP and the 
chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Republic, 7 people's commissars and their deputies, 12 
secretaries of district committees, 14 chairmen of district executive committees and 65 directors of enterprises 
were repressed (Архив Парткомиссии, д. No. 1/8969). 

In Azerbaijan, 52 secretaries of district Party committees, 34 chairmen of district executive committees, 
7 directors of enterprises, 66 engineers, 8 professors, 126 Soviet and trade union workers were subjected to 
repression (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, T. 9, л. 48). 

In Ordzhonikidze oblast, in only one year (1937), the Party expelled 2,722 persons, which is 21.5% of the 
Party organization. More than 2,000 of them were arrested by the NKVD. The overwhelming majority of those 
arrested were honest and innocent workers of the Soviet, Party and economic apparatus (Материалы проверки 


о нарушениях законности, T. 19, л. 28). 


А similar situation occurred in other republics, territories and oblasts. 
The arbitrariness and lawlessness in the country aroused discontent and anxiety not only among those who 
were somehow affected by the mass repressions, but also among the general population, communists and non- 


partisans. This is evidenced by the enormous flow of complaints received at that time in various instances. 
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According to a note from a group of PCC members of the CC of the AUCP(b) who in 1939 examined the work 
of the USSR Prosecutor's Office in the field of complaints and petitions, 600,000 complaints were submitted in 
1938 alone. In the same year, the Prosecutor's Office of the USSR received 79 thousand complaints from the 
Special sector of the CC of the AUCP(b) and 2,500 complaints from the Secretariat of the CC and the PCC of 
the AUCP(b). The USSR Prosecutor Vyshinsky did not ensure the examination of the complaints, letters and 
applications received by the USSR Prosecutor's Office. On his orders, 160 thousand complaints were piled up 
in thirty bales and lay unmoved until 1939. Among them were complaints forwarded from the CC and the PCC, 
as well as many letters addressed to Stalin. A significant number of the complaints lying in the bales reported 
violations of the rule of law in the investigating authorities and arbitrary treatment of prisoners (Материалы 
проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 5, л. 163-184). 

On 17 April 1938, in connection with inquiries from localities, Vyshinsky sent a clarification to all pros- 
ecutors of republics, oblasts and regions, stating that the inspection of complaints about cases of convicts on 
“limit” and nationality grounds must be made in exceptional cases and only with respect to persons sentenced 
to imprisonment. In all other cases Vyshinsky suggested informing the complainants that "the case will not be 
reconsidered and that this decision is final" (ЦГАОР CCCP. Ф. 8131. On. 27. JI. 88. Л. 29). 


The signals about the flagrant violations of the law and the groundlessness of repressions were sent by the 
people popular in the country directly to Stalin. 

In February 1938, the writer Mikhail Sholokhov addressed a personal letter to Stalin in which he wrote 
that the NKVD bodies were creating false cases against people honest and devoted to the Soviet power; using 
physical violence and long interrogations they were pushing the arrested onto a path of self-incrimination and 
plotting against others. "It is necessary to put an end," Sholokhov wrote, "to the shameful system of torture 
applied to the arrested. Sholokhov raised the question of reviewing the investigative cases of 1937 and 1938, 
releasing the innocent convicts from custody and bringing the violators of the law to justice. "It is necessary 
to thoroughly re-examine the cases of those convicted in the Rostov oblast last year and this year, since many 
of them are sitting in prison for nothing," Sholokhov wrote in his letter.*° 

Shkiryatov conducted an inspection based on Sholokhov’s letter. He conducted it superficially, blurred the 
acuteness of the question, in his report to the CC of the AUCP(b), he noted only separate and insignificant 
violations of the law and concluded that Sholokhov did not insist on reviewing all cases after his conversation 
with him. 

In August, 1938, a group of higher military leaders - the chief of the Main Artillery Directorate Kulik and 
commissar of the same directorate Savchenko, chief of the Armored Vehicle Department Pavlov and commissar 
of this department Alliluyev addressed a letter to Stalin and Voroshilov in which they condemned the ground- 
less arrests of military personnel. 

Subsequently, the fate of all the authors of this letter developed tragically. Alliluyev died suddenly in 
November 1938 with signs of poisoning. Savchenko was arrested in 1941 and shot without trial on Beria's 
orders. Pavlov was shot in the early period of the Great Patriotic War, as commander of the Western Front. 
Kulik was shot after the war. Savchenko, Pavlov and Kulik were posthumously rehabilitated. 


Numerous complaints, statements and letters from the Soviet intelligentsia, information from NKVD organs to 
Stalin, indicated that the mass repressions were widely condemned and the situation demanded to limit these 
repressions. 

The archival materials show that from the second half of 1938, the measures to somewhat limit the repres- 


sions began. 
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Thus on August 1, 1938, the repressive measures against "national contingents" were stopped and the 
simplified “album” order of consideration of cases against this category of prisoners was abolished. Despite 
numerous petitions from local NKVD bodies, the allocation of additional "limits" for reprisals was restricted. 
The number of arrests on political charges in the second half of 1938 decreased almost fourfold compared to 
the first half of the year. In October 1938, the systematic review and approval by the CC of the AUCP(b) of the 
lists of those arrested "subject to trial by the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR" ceased. 

On October 23, 1938 the NKVD of the USSR issued an order “On Investigative Procedures" (“О следствен- 
HOM производстве”) which indicated serious procedural violations in the conduct of the investigation, in the 
execution of the investigative documents and outlined measures to eliminate them. At the same time, Yezhov 
and Vyshinsky were developing draft resolutions of the SNK of the USSR and the CC of the AUCP(b) on ending 
mass repressions, regulating the issue of arrests and compliance with the rules of criminal procedural law in 
the conduct of investigations by the NKVD bodies. 

By July 1, 1938 there were about 300 thousand investigative prisoners in the NKVD prisons of the USSR. 


During the period of preparatory measures to stop mass repressions, with the knowledge and participation of 
Stalin, measures to "clean up" the prisons were developed and implemented, which resulted in the innocent 
death of many thousands of investigative prisoners. 

This is seen, above all, from the fact that in July-September 1938 a large number of lists of persons "subject 
to trial by the Military Collegium" (“подлежащих суду Военной Коллегии”) were sent to the CC of the AUCP(b) 
for approval. Thus, at the end of July and in August 1938, according to 5 lists approved by Stalin and Molotov, 
808 people were shot while under investigation in the NKVD prison. Among those shot were 9 members and 
6 candidates for the CC of the AUCP(b), 3 secretaries of the CC of the National AUCP(b), 12 secretaries of the 
oblast and regional committees of the AUCP(b), over 30 major military commanders, people's commissars of 
the USSR and the Union republics, heads of regional and oblast executive committees, Soviet ambassadors to 
various countries and other responsible Party and Soviet officials. In September 1938, the greatest number of 
lists in the history of this "system" — 41 lists on 7,634 arrested persons from which it was suggested to shoot 
6,200 persons — was submitted for the approval of the CC of AUCP(b). These lists were approved by Stalin, 
Molotov, Zhdanov, Kaganovich and Voroshilov, with 38 lists of 6,013 people, including 4,825 for execution, 
approved by Stalin, Molotov and Zhdanov in one day - September 12, 1938. 

Further, on September 15, 1938 Stalin signed a resolution of the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) to create 
"special troikas" in the field. The resolution stipulated that "special troikas" were to be created consisting of 
the first secretary of the oblast or territorial Party Committee or the CC of the National Communist Party, the 
Commissar or the head of the NKVD department and the oblast, territorial or republic prosecutor. They were 
to try only those arrested on ethnic grounds before August 1, 1938, and were to complete their work within two 
months. The "special troikas" were given the right to make decisions in the first and second categories, with 
decisions in the first category, i.e. executions, having to be carried out immediately. The same decree declared 
that the cases of all persons arrested after August 1, 1938 had to be sent for consideration to the corresponding 
judicial bodies or to the Special Board under the NKVD of the USSR. 

In accordance with this decree of the Politburo, on September 17, 1938, the NKVD of the USSR issued 
order No. 0606. The order set the deadline for the end of the work of the "special troikas" on November 17, 
1938. USSR NKVD Circular No. 189 of September 21, 1938, signed by Deputy Commissar Beria, expanded 
the powers of the "special troika." It was also proposed to submit for their consideration cases on "Harbin 
workers" (former workers of CEL) and participants of White Guard organizations arrested before August 1, 
1938. 
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During two months of their existence "special troikas" handled the cases 110,415 people, of whom 74,271 
were shot. 

Despite the fact that the simplified, so-called "album order" for processing of cases of those arrested on eth- 
nic grounds was extended only until August 1, 1938, the "Commission of the NKVD and Prosecutor's Office 
of the USSR” (“Комиссия НКВД и Прокуратуры CCCP”) continued to process cases in the "album order" until 
September 5, 1938. 


After the expiration of the two-month period, on November 15, 1938, a decree was approved by the Politburo of 
the CC of the AUCP(b), which sent a directive, signed by Molotov and Stalin, to all NKVD bodies, prosecutors, 
courts and local Party organs, proposing the suspension, from November 16 and until further orders, of the 
processing of all cases in accordance to special orders or other simplified procedure by troika, military tribunals 
and the Military Board. 

On November 17, 1938 the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) adopted and on the same day Molotov 
and Stalin signed a joint resolution of the SNK of the USSR and CC of the AUCP(b) "On arrests, prosecutorial 
oversight and investigation" (“Об арестах, прокурорском надзоре и ведении следствия.” Постановление под грифом 
“совершенно секретно”). This resolution, classified as "top secret," was distributed to the secretaries of the CC of 
the CPSU, regional and oblast committees, city and district committees and Party district committees, people's 
commissars of internal affairs of the union and autonomous republics, heads of the UNKVD of oblasts and 
regions, heads of district, city and district branches of NKVD; to the prosecutors of the union republics and 
autonomous republics, of oblasts and regions and of the district, city and regional public prosecutors. 

This decree prohibited mass arrests and evictions, eliminated "the judicial troikas created by special orders 
of the NKVD of the USSR, as well as troikas at the oblast, territorial and republican administrations of the RK 
(“PK”, acronym unclear) police," established a strict procedure for arrests “in accordance with Article 127 of the 
USSR Constitution." The NKVD bodies were obliged to carry out an investigation with exact observance of the 
criminal-procedural law, and the prosecutors were suggested to exercise strict prosecutorial supervision over 
the investigation in the NKVD bodies. 

At the same time, the resolution praised the work of the NKVD organs, which in 1937-1938 allegedly "dida 
great job at defeating the enemies of the people and purging the USSR of numerous spy, terrorist, subversive and 
sabotage cadres of Trotskyists, Bukharinists, SRs, Mensheviks, bourgeois nationalists, White Guards, fugitive 
boxers and criminals ... The decree stressed that "the purging of the country of subversive and saboteur agents 
of foreign intelligence agencies sent to the USSR in great numbers from behind the border in the guise of so- 
called political migrants and renegades," and said that "the purging of the country of subversive and saboteur 
and spy personnel played a positive role in ensuring the further successes of socialist construction." 

Simultaneously, the decree stated that the simplified investigation and trial during mass operations led 
to "a number of major shortcomings and distortions in the work of the NKVD and Prosecutor's Office," but 
the responsibility for this was placed on the enemies of the people and spies of foreign intelligence, who, 
"continuing their subversive work, tried in every way to confuse the investigative and agency cases, deliberately 
perverted the Soviet laws, carried out mass and unjustified arrests, at the same time saving their accomplices 
from being crushed." 

As the main shortcomings in the work of the NKVD and prosecutor's office, the decree noted the neglect 
of the agent-investigative work and "deeply entrenched simplified order of investigation." "One should not 
think, however," the decree said, "that ... the business of cleansing the USSR of spies, pests, terrorists and 
saboteurs is over. The task now is to continue the merciless struggle against all enemies of the USSR and to 


organize this struggle by more perfect and reliable methods." 
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Thus, the resolution of the SNK of the USSR and the CC of the AUCP(b), while correctly raising the question of 
stopping mass repressions and establishing order in arrests and investigations on political charges, at the same 
time did not uncover the true causes of mass repressions and justified them. The resolution acknowledged that 
during the mass repressions, unjustified arrests and gross violations of law took place, but shifted all this to 
the enemies of the people who had allegedly infiltrated the state security bodies and did not provide for any 
measures to rehabilitate the innocent repressed. As later events have shown, the decree of the SNK of the USSR 
and the CC of the AUCP(b) did not bring about the restoration of legality and order in arrests and investigations 
made by the NKVD bodies, although it played a certain positive role in limiting mass repressions. 


2.3 Repressions in the pre-war period 


Our study of the archival materials showed that after the November 17, 1938 decree of the SNK of the USSR 
and CC of the AUCP(b), the mass repressions in the country on the same scale as before were stopped, but 
the rule of law was not essentially restored. The demands contained in the decision about the necessity of 
strict observance of legality in the investigation of cases by the NKVD organs and about the restoration of full 
prosecutorial supervision in reality turned out to be only declarations. The positive estimation of the mass re- 
pressions of 1937-1938 and the statement that the infringements of lawfulness were allegedly the result of the 
activity of enemies of the people and spies, who had penetrated into the bodies of the People's Commissariat 
for Internal Affairs, misled the Party workers, the NKVD organs, the prosecutors and the courts. 


Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovich, Beria, Yaroslavsky, Poskrebyshev and Shkiryatov, speaking at the XVIII Party 
Congress (March 1939), continued to mislead the Party by insisting that the purging of the country from sabo- 
teurs, subversives and terrorists contributed to the success of socialist construction, and Zhdanov, touching the 
question of violations of socialist legality in his report, did not disclose what these violations consisted of and 
attributed them to the subversive activities of some unknown enemies and the provocative activities of certain 
slanderers. 

The statement that the task of purging the USSR of spies, saboteurs, terrorists and subversives is not over 
and, in this connection, the task set forth in the resolution of the SNK of the USSR and AUCP(b) of November 
17, 1938, "to continue the merciless struggle against all enemies of the USSR” (“и впредь беспощадную борьбу co 
всеми врагами CCCP”), created objective conditions for continuing the groundless arrests and other violations 
of socialist legality and in effect drove the NKVD, the Prosecutor's Office and the courts to do so. 

The ominous role in the groundless repressions and gross violations of legality in the future was played by 
Beria, an inveterate enemy of the Soviet people who had gained Stalin's trust; at first he was appointed Ezhov's 
deputy, and in early December 1938 — Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR. From that time until his 
exposure in 1953, Beria directly led the state security agencies. His name is associated with perverse forms 
of violations of the law, acts of brutal arbitrariness occurring during this period. He was the closest person to 
Stalin, through him Stalin led the state security bodies and used them for his own purposes. 

In the aforementioned resolution of the SNK and the CC, it was acknowledged, that during the mass repres- 
sions there were groundless arrests and convictions of the innocent. However, no measures were envisaged for 
checking the cases and releasing those who had been unjustly repressed. 

In the meantime, by December 1938, 2,117,000 people, including 400,000 elderly and more than 30,000 
minors, were serving sentences in Gulag camps, colonies and prisons for political, criminal, domestic, official 
and other crimes; 142,669 investigations were underway in NKVD prisons (Архив КГБ, d. 8, оп. 1-1939 r., no- 
рядковый номер 13, л. 128, 139, 153; порядковый номер 11, л. 43-45). 
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Guided by the decree of November 17, 1938, some Party committees and prosecutors and judges tried to expose 
the vicious, illegal methods in the work of the NKVD organs, to raise the question of bringing those guilty of 
arbitrariness to justice, and to demand that the NKVD organs strictly observe legality in their investigations. 
But such a position did not find support. Moreover, on January 10, 1939, Stalin sent out a telegram to all 
the oblast committees, city committees and the CC of the National Communist Party, People's Commissars of 
Internal Affairs and the heads of the NKVD departments, stating that the application of physical punishment 
of those arrested was allowed since 1937 with the permission of the CC of the AUCP(b). The telegram also 
stated that ^... The CC of the AUCP(b) considers that the method of physical coercion must, as an exception, 
always be used in the future against the obvious and unruly enemies of the people, as an absolutely correct 
and expedient method. 

In this telegram, Stalin did not deny that physical influence was in practice applied to innocent people, but 
accused the NKVD workers arrested by then of this, stating that "in practice, the method of physical coercion 
was riddled with scoundrels Zakovsky, Litvin, Uspensky and others, for they turned it from exception to rule" 
(Архив ЦК KIICC). 

Thus, less than two months after the decision of the SNK of the USSR and CC of the AUCP(b) of 17 Моует- 
ber, 1938 "On arrests, prosecutorial supervision and investigation" (“Об арестах, прокурорском надзоре и Be- 
дении следствия”), Stalin’s telegram again opened up space for arbitrariness and lawlessness, giving NKVD 
officers the opportunity to count any arrested person to the category of “unruly enemies of the people" at their 
discretion and to use "in exceptional circumstances" physical force on them. On his order of January 27, 1939, 
Stalin's telegram was made known to the workers of the Prosecutor's Office. 

Shortly after this telegram from Stalin, Beria sent him two letters in which he complained that the prose- 
cutors and the court were obstructing the NKVD bodies in combat against the “enemies of the people." 

In a letter dated February 5, 1939, Beria pointed out that "the oblast and regional courts, in response to 
complaints from arrested persons about the use of physical methods against them, issue rulings to bring inves- 
tigators to justice, thereby preventing the successful course of the investigation and in many cases contributing 
to the denigration of cases." Beria asked permission to acquaint the chairmen of the supreme courts of the union 
and autonomous republics and the chairmen of the oblast and regional courts with the telegram of January 10, 
1939 of the CC of the AUCP(b) (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 12, л. 29-30). 

On the 14th of February, 1939, a telegram signed by Stalin was given to oblast, regional and to the CC of the 
National Communist Parties with the proposal to inform the chairmen of the oblast, regional and republican 
courts about the telegram of the CC of the AUCP(b) of January 10, 1939, which authorized the use of physical 
coercion against those arrested. 

In his second letter of 10 February 1939, referring to information from the peripheral agencies, Beria wrote 
to Stalin that the court and prosecutors “misunderstand and pervert the decree of the SNK of the USSR and the 
CC of the AUCP(b) of 17 November 1938 ‘On arrests, prosecutorial supervision and investigation’ “Об арестах, 
прокурорском надзоре и ведении следствия‘) and with their wrong actions prevent the NKVD bodies in the im- 
plementation of this decree." The letter stated that the courts and prosecutors' offices allegedly groundlessly 
demanded the prosecution of "all those NKVD officers who were, in one way or another, involved in the unjus- 
tified arrests during mass operations in 1937-1938," without taking into account the fact that "these officers 
for the most part were merely technical executors of the instructions and orders of the former senior officials of 
the NKVD bodies." Beria also wrote that the court officers and prosecutors disregarded the fact that the NKVD 
"had accumulated a large number of unfinished investigation cases from past mass operations," that they were 


indiscriminate in their approach to all violations of custody, demanding either mechanical completion of the 
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investigation or indiscriminate release of prisoners without a comprehensive review of the case. Beria also 
complained that the courts were slow to look into NKVD cases, "sending them back in packs," which allegedly 
slowed down the investigative work of the NKVD bodies. Further, the letter stated that many employees of the 
prosecutor's office and the court discredited the investigation by referring to the distortions in the past by the 
NKVD organs in the investigative work, often using unacceptable methods, directly pushing the arrested per- 
sons to refuse to testify. The letter concluded that "such actions of the courts and the Procuracy disorient the 
local bodies of the NKVD and create an obstacle in the identification and defeat of the enemies of the people" 
(Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 12, л. 31-33). 

The contents of Beria's letters leave по doubt that, in flagrant violation of the requirement of the decree of 17 
November 1938 on strict observance of law in the investigation of cases, and using the instructions contained 
therein, the merciless fight against the "enemies of the people" should continue in the future, he sought to 
rid the NKVD organs from prosecutorial supervision and to place the prosecutors and judges in conditions in 
which they would not prevent NKVD officers from continuing their unlawful activities as before. 

The letters also indicate that, despite the large number of persons arrested in prison since the mass repres- 
sion, Beria did not even challenge the NKVD officers to look into these cases objectively; on the contrary, he 
urged the prosecutors and judges to return to the old, simplified procedure of investigation and judicial review 
of cases. 


On February 19, 1939, Beria hosted a meeting of senior officials of the NKVD and prosecutors of the oblasts, 
territories and regions of the Union with the participation of Vyshinsky and Commissar of Justice Rychkov. 
At this meeting, the issues outlined in Beria's letters to Stalin were discussed and the tone of the meeting was 
set by the NKVD personnel. Vyshinsky, who was present at the meeting, in answer to the question put by the 
Commissar of Internal Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR as to whether statements from defendants with waived 
prior confessions should be attached to investigative cases sent to the court, replied: “No, it is not necessary to 
attach" (Архив КГБ, d. 8, оп. 1-1939, порядковый номер 15, л. 22; материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, 
т. 10, л. 15). 

Later, Beria managed to completely eliminate prosecutorial supervision over the NKVD bodies. At his 
suggestion, Vyshinsky, already being the Deputy Chairman of the SNK of the USSR, on March 19, 1940, gave 


the following instruction to the USSR Prosecutor Pankratyev: 


In the practice of the Prosecutor's Office on cases transferred from the NKVD organs, there are cases 
of groundless termination of cases and release of accused persons from custody. 

The SNK of the USSR proposes that you instruct the Prosecutor's Office to make it obligatory 
for the NKVD agencies, when issuing decisions to terminate the above cases, to find out in advance 
whether they have any obstacles to the release of the accused from custody. 

The release of the accused in the aforementioned cases without prior agreement with the NKVD 
organs shall not be carried out until additional instructions on this matter are received (Материалы 


проверки дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 3, л. 267). 


On this basis the Prosecutor of the USSR and the People's Commissar of Justice of the USSR on March, 
20, 1940 have issued the joint order, which not only obliged prosecutors to coordinate the actions with NKVD 
bodies, but also forbade courts to release the arrested persons from custody when delivering acquittal sentences 
and transferred the decision in this question to the discretion of the NKVD authorities (Материалы проверки 
дела “Право-троцкистского блока,” т. 3, л. 269). 

It was a blatant violation of the law which demanded that a person acquitted by the court be released from 


custody immediately and directly from the courtroom. In practice, the joint order of the USSR Prosecutor 
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General and the People's Commissar of Justice of the USSR led to the situation when the NKVD bodies were 
not controlled by these organs in matters of investigation, but, on the contrary, the NKVD bodies gained the 
right not to execute and to appeal against the decisions of the Prosecutor's Office and the court verdicts and 
actually began to control their activities. 

Using this right, the bodies of the NKVD, for example, despite the acquittal verdict of the Military Chamber 
of the Supreme Court of the USSR on July 9, 1941 in the case of the old communist Kedrov M. S., did not release 


him from custody. Later, Kedrov was shot without trial on the orders of Beria. 


Attempts were made after November 17, 1938, by the People's Commissariat of Justice of the USSR and the 
Supreme Court of the USSR to establish safeguards against violations of the law in the investigation of cases, but 
they ended in failure. Thus, on December 15, 1938, the People's Commissar of Justice and the Chairman of the 
Supreme Court of the USSR sent to the local judicial bodies a joint directive on the shortcomings of the courts 
in processing counterrevolutionary crimes and the measures for their elimination. In the first paragraph of this 
directive, it was proposed that, at pre-trial hearings, the investigation materials should be carefully examined, 
and, "as a rule, cases in which the prosecution's conclusions are based solely on the defendant's confession of 
guilt, unsupported by any other evidence, should not be accepted for trial, and such cases should be returned 
for further investigation." 

Vyshinsky did not agree with this directive and protested against it to the SNK of the USSR, because, in 
his opinion, such a system "casts doubt upon every confession of the accused." The directive was withdrawn 
and corrected in accordance with Vyshinsky's remarks. In its new version, it was already pointed out that "the 
refusal of defendants to testify in pre-trial proceedings is often a class attack by enemies of the people, aimed 
at misleading the court, confusing the case and discrediting the investigative bodies." 

In the new version of the directive, the courts were already obliged to treat with distrust the statements of 
the defendants about the renunciation of their previous testimony and about their innocence. This require- 
ment of the directive oriented the judiciary to be less demanding about the quality and completeness of the 
investigation materials (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 20, л. 107-131). 

Also of interest in this context is а letter of 14 June 1939 from the chairman of the Military Board, Ulrich, 
to Stalin and Molotov, in which he reported that in recent months a large number of cases (up to eight hundred 
in some of the districts) against participants in Right-Trotskyist, bourgeois-nationalist and spy organizations 
had been submitted to the district military tribunals, and he made the following proposal: 


Taking into account: 1) that the majority of the defendants at the trial recant their testimony, citing 
the difficult conditions of the investigation, 2) that, in many cases, the interrogation reports mention 
the names of persons not yet arrested for one reason or another - the admission of defense attorneys, 
asignificant part of whom are far from politically verified, could entail the disclosure of the methods 
of the preliminary investigation, as well as the disclosure of the names of the persons passing on the 
testimony... I think it expedient to admit defense attorneys to trial in cases concerning members of 
Right-Trotskyist, nationalist and espionage organizations which have come before military tribunals 


in the districts (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 20, л. 160-161). 


Under the guise of the requirements contained in the decree of the SNK of the USSR and CC of the AUCP(b) 
to continue the exposing and elimination of spies, terrorists, saboteurs and subversives, and Stalin's telegram 
of January 10, 1939 about the use of physical force against the “unshakable” enemies of the people, taking 
advantage of the absence of prosecutorial supervision and judicial control, the NKVD organs, headed by Be- 
ria, continued their criminal practice of groundless arrests, falsification of serious charges, torture of arrested 


persons and other gross violations of law. 
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This can be seen in the example of the falsification of a number of major criminal cases. 


2.3.1 Repression of Komsomol cadres 


In only two days after the publication of the decree of the SNK of the USSR and AUCP(b) from November 17, 
1938, the crushing of the CC of the Komsomol and the annihilation of the leading Komsomol cadres which had 


begun earlier was continued. 


During the mass repressions of 1937-1938, 50 of 93 members of the Komsomol CC, 12 of 35 candidates for 
the Komsomol CC and also many secretaries of oblast Komsomol committees and workers of the YCI were 
arrested at different times. Among the repressed were secretaries of the Komsomol CC Saltanov, Lukyanov 
and Fainberg, secretaries of the Komsomol of the union republics Andreev, Augustaitis, Artykov, Georgobiani, 
Klinkov Tashtitov, Usainov and many other leading Komsomol workers. Since September 1937, the NKVD 
organs set up agency surveillance of the first secretary of the Komsomol CC Kosarev (Архив КГБ, арх[ивное] 
следственное дело P-730). In 1937-1938, materials in which the bureau and secretaries of the Komsomol CC 
were condemned for insufficient work to expose the enemies were systematically published in the press. Even 
in the greeting of the CC of the AUCP(b) on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Komsomol it was 
pointed out that the successes of the Komsomol would have been greater and more comprehensive if the CC 
of the Komsomol had not recently made a number of serious mistakes in cleansing the Komsomol of hostile 
elements. 

The leadership of the Komsomol CC was most sharply criticized at the IV Plenum of the Komsomol CC in 
August 1937. The resolution of the plenum, drawn up by a commission headed by Kaganovich, Andreev and 
Zhdanov, stated: 


The fault of the CC of the Komsomol, the CC Bureau, the CC Secretaries and, first of all, Comrade 
Kosarev, is that they have skipped the instructions of the Party to increase Bolshevik vigilance; have 
shown intolerable political carelessness and have overlooked the special methods of subversive 
work of the enemies of the people in the Komsomol through domestic decay... It is owing to this 
serious political mistake that the governing bodies of the Komsomol, beginning with the Komsomol 
CC, did not show initiative in time and were impermissibly late in exposing the enemies of the 
people within the Komsomol (Газета “Правда” or 29.УШ. 1937 г.). 


A vile and provocative role in the defeat of the Komsomol cadres was played by Mishakova, a former instructor 
of the CC of the Komsomol. 

Arriving in September 1937 as a representative of the CC of Komsomol to the Chuvash oblast conference 
of Komsomol, Mishakova, without any grounds for that, raised the question before the Chuvash oblast Party 
Committee about the dismissal of secretaries of the Obkom of Komsomol Symokin and Terentyev. Having 
failed to achieve her goal, she demanded that the delegates gathered at the conference be disbanded, because, 
in her opinion, the Komsomol organization of Chuvashia was not fighting against the enemies of the people, 
but even this demand was rejected by Mishakova's oblast Party committee. 

During the conference, acting through methods of blackmail, threats, intimidation and provocation, Mi- 
shakova achieved the exclusion from the Komsomol of the Obkom of the secretaries Symokin, Terentyev and 
a number of other leading Komsomol workers of the Chuvash ASSR. 

For her improper conduct at the Chuvash oblast conference on March 15, 1938, the Bureau of the CC of the 
Komsomol transferred Mishakova from her post as an instructor of the CC to another job. In October 1938, 
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Mishakova addressed a letter to Stalin, indicating that she had been persecuted for trying to expose the enemies 
of the people in the Chuvash ASSR. 

On Stalin's instructions, Mishakova's letter was checked by Shkiryatov. In a report presented on October 
31, 1938, Shkiryatov positively assessed Mishakova's behavior, portrayed her as a victim for her active strug- 
gle against enemies of the people and condemned the actions of Kosarev and some other leading YCI workers 


(Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Мишаковой). 


On November 19-22, 1938, the УП Plenum of the CC of the Komsomol with Stalin, Molotov, Zhdanov, Andreev 
and Malenkov took place. At the plenum, one question was discussed: "On the results of the examination of 
the statement of the employee of the CC of the Komsomol, O. P. Mishakova. P. Mishakova and the state of 
affairs in the CC of the Komsomol” (“О результатах разбора заявления работника ЦК ВЛКСМ т. Мишаковой О. 
П. и o положении дел в ЦК ВЛКСМ”). Shkiryatov made a report on this matter. Tendentiously expounding and 
twisting the facts, Shkiryatov accused Kosarev and other members of the Komsomol CC Bureau of carrying 
out enemy work, and with regard to Mishakova he said that she "acted like an honest Bolshevik who fights the 
enemies, to uproot the enemies" (Стенографический отчет пленума, л. 5). 

During the speakers' remarks, Stalin was keen to emphasize the presence of intent in Kosarev's behavior, 
allegedly aimed at harboring enemies of the people in the Komsomol. 


Speaking at the plenum, Andreev stated: 


... When the Party had already begun to expose enemies in various sections of Party, Soviet and 
economic work, we heard more than once from Comrade Kosarev that the case with enemies in 
the Komsomol was somewhat different from that in the Party, that there were no enemies in the 
Komsomol... 

This went on until Comrade Stalin intervened. Comrade Stalin, clinging to certain facts, led 
the matter directly to the exposure of a whole gang of enemies in the leadership of the CC of the 
Komsomol... Then the enemies were also exposed among the secretaries of the oblast and regional 
committees and the CC of the Komsomol of the national republics (Стенографический отчет пленума, 
л. 92). 


Andreev accused Kosarev of seeking to "paralyze the efforts of the Komsomol organization in exposing 
enemies..." 

Zhdanov, in his speech at the plenum, using falsified testimony from the arrested former secretary of the 
CC of the Komsomol, Gorshenin, accused Kosarev of carrying out counterrevolutionary activities. 

Responding to these ridiculous accusations, Kosarev said at the plenum: 


Comrades, I must declare about what Comrade Zhdanov read at my address - from beginning to 
end there is nothing but fiction, nothing but slander... I have never betrayed the Party or the Soviet 


people and will never do so (Стенографический отчет пленума, л. 105). 


At the plenum of the Komsomol CC, Kosarev, as well as the secretaries of the Komsomol CC, Bogachev and 
Pikina, were relieved of their positions. The plenum relieved Vershkov, former secretary of the Komsomol CC, 
who by that time was the first secretary of the Saratov Oblast Party Committee, and dismissed Belosludtsev, 
head of the department of leading Komsomol bodies of the Komsomol CC. 

On November 24, 1938, Komsomol’s’ Pravda published an editorial stating: 


...the CC of the AUCP(b) pointed out to Kosarev the necessity of exposing enemy elements іп the 
Komsomol, Kosarev excused himself by saying that 'the case with enemies in the Komsomol is better 
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than in other organizations.' This was a rotten, demobilizing attitude, and the CC of the AUCP(b) 
repeatedly warned Kosarev about it. 

...Козагеу and Vershkov were unwilling to undertake the unmasking of enemies, but on the 
contrary, paralyzed the efforts of the Komsomol to expose the enemy elements. It took the direct 
intervention of the CC of the AUCP(b) and Comrade Stalin personally to defeat the gang of enemies 
of the people who had infiltrated the Komsomol leadership. 


On November 27, 1938, Kosarev and Bogachev were arrested, and on November 28, Pikina was arrested. 
This was followed by the arrests of other leading Komsomol workers. After his arrest, Kosarev, under torture, 
incriminated himself and many other Komsomol workers for imperfections and confirmed this testimony in 


court. 


How the reprisals against senior Komsomol cadres were prepared and the charges against them were falsified 
is seen from the explanation given to the Chief Military Prosecutor in December 1955 by Kozlov, a former 
NKVD officer who had taken part in the investigation of the Komsomol cadres. In his explanation, Kozlov said 
that on November 1938, Beria convened a meeting of investigators and reported that the CC of the Komsomol 
had allegedly established the existence of an anti-Soviet Right-Trotskyist organization within the Komsomol, 
headed by Kosarev and other secretaries of the Komsomol CC. Beria described the nature of the alleged crimi- 
nal activity of this organization and warned that arrests of leading Komsomol workers would soon follow. He 
demanded from the investigators not to spare any energy or time and not to treat the arrested people ceremo- 
niously and to lead the investigation in such a way as to prepare the open trial of Kosarev and others before the 
XVIII Party Congress. That same evening, Kosarev and a large group of Komsomol workers were arrested. The 
investigation, as Kozlov reported, was conducted by illegal methods, measures of moral and physical coercion 
were applied to the arrested. Kosarev, Pikina, Gorshenin, Vershkov and others were brutally beaten (Материалы 
проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 11, л. 26-37). 

Heads of departments of the Komsomol CC of Belosludtsev, Yezhov V. A., secretaries of the Obkoms of Du- 
bin, Terentyev, Symokin and many others were arrested. Arrests of Komsomol workers were made in Ukraine, 


Belarus and other republics, territories and oblasts. 


The open trial of the leading Komsomol workers for unspecified reasons did not take place and they were 
shot or sentenced to long terms of imprisonment at different times in solitary confinement by the verdicts of 
the Military Collegium or by the decisions of the Special Conference. Kosarev was convicted by the Military 
Collegium on February 22, 1939, and was shot the next day. He was accused of belonging to an anti-Soviet 
organization and of being an agent of German intelligence, of preparation of terrorist acts and sabotage. On 
charges of criminal association with Kosarev a great number of former high officials of the CC of Komsomol, 
secretaries of oblast and district Komsomol committees were unreasonably punished. Among them were 15 
members and 10 Komsomol CC candidates (Сообщение Военной коллегии Верховного суда CCCP No. нр-004947 
or 11.X.1962 г.). 


2.3.2 Reprisals against leading technicians 


By July 1939, in the investigative prison of the NKVD of the USSR, there were more than three hundred leading 
specialists of various branches of the defense industry: — aircraft, aircraft engines, ships, artillery, gunpowder, 
poisonous substances, armored steel — who had been arrested in 1937-1938. 

Many of them, influenced by illegal methods of investigation, at first denounced themselves and others for 
belonging to anti-Soviet, sabotage, espionage and other counterrevolutionary organizations, and then recanted 
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their testimonies. Some of the arrested admitted that they were not guilty at all. 


Without any reason to condemn these specialists, Stalin and Beria decided to keep them in custody, but to use 
their knowledge and experience to work in their specialty. 
This is evident from Beria's letter to Stalin of July 4, 1939, in which he, referring to the arrested specialists, 


wrote: 


It is inexpedient to resume the investigation of these cases and refer them to the court in the usual 
manner, since... the investigation will not yield substantially positive results, owing to the fact that 
the arrested, having been in mutual communication for a long time... agreed among themselves 
about the nature of the testimonies they gave during the preliminary investigation (Материалы про- 


верки o нарушениях законности, T. 13, л. 1-3). 


Beria proposed that all of these specialists, “without resuming the investigation, be tried by the Military 
Collegium ... the arrested be divided into three categories, subject to sentences of up to 10 years, up to 15 
years and up to 20 years ... to assign the classification to a commission consisting of the People’s Commissar 
of Internal Affairs of the USSR, the Prosecutor of the USSR and the Chairman of the Military Collegium of the 
Supreme Court of the USSR,” the convicts will be left to work in the Special Technical Bureau of the NKVD of 
the USSR. 

Stalin wrote on Beria’s letter, "I agree." The CC of the Party has not made a decision on this matter (Архив 
ЦК КПСС, “Материалы, поступившие из КГБ в декабре 1960 r.;" сообщение VI сектора Общего отдела ЦК КПСС or 
5 июля 1962 г.). 


The specialists' penalties were determined personally by Beria, who put a period of imprisonment next to each 
name in the list. In front of the name of the outstanding aircraft designer Andrei Tupolev, for example, Beria 
first put down the number 10 and then changed it to 15, which meant 15 years in prison. 

On May 27, 1940, a commission consisting of Beria, Ulrich and USSR Prosecutor Pankratiev decided: 


To propose to the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR to examine in absentia, in 
a closed court session, the cases against the persons listed in this protocol, and to apply to them the 


specified penalties (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 13, л. 14-50). 


The protocol of the Commission listed 303 people. The proposed penalties were in line with those estab- 
lished by Beria. On the basis of this decision, the Military Collegium sentenced all these persons in absentia. 

Thus, more than three hundred major specialists in defense technology were deprived of liberty on the 
eve of the war, but even in these conditions, deeply suffering unfounded grave accusations, most of them 
honestly fulfilled their civic duty. For example, Tupolev A. N., Petlyakov V. M., Myasishchev V. M., Sterlin A. 
E., Charomsky A. D., Izakson A. M. and many others, on the eve and during the initial period of the Great 
Patriotic War of 1941-1945, developed new models of powerful aviation and other military equipment that 
played an important role in the victory of the Soviet people in the war against the Nazi invaders. In this 
regard, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR pardoned a number of leading specialists in 1941- 
1943. However, the false charges of grave state crimes were not removed from them at that time and only after 
the exposure of the personality cult were Tupolev, Myasishchev, Petlyakov and others fully rehabilitated.? 

Among those rehabilitated were: Sterlin A. E., Party member since 1919, participant in the Civil War, head 
of the aerodynamics team at the Tupolev Design Bureau, doctor of technical sciences, awarded three orders; 
Chizhevsky V. A., Party member since 1920, leading designer of Tupolev Design Bureau, awarded five orders, 
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including two Orders of Lenin, for his work on creating aviation technology; Charomsky A. D., Party member 
since 1917, Civil War participant, former chief designer of aircraft diesel engines, in prison he headed the Spe- 
cial Technical Bureau of NKVD for creating new types of engines, professor and doctor of technical sciences, 
awarded several orders of the Soviet Union; Izakson A. M., Party member since 1917, worked for many years 
on helicopter design, while in prison, was the deputy chief designer of Petlyakov, participated in the develop- 
ment of a high-altitude fighter and dive bomber, for which he has government awards (Материалы проверки o 


нарушениях законности, T. 12, л. 58). = 


2.3.3 Massacre of leading figures of the Mongolian People's Republic 


In July 1937, the bodies of the NKVD of the USSR arrested the Prime Minister of the Mongolian People's 
Republic, Gendun Botochi, who was on vacation in the Soviet Union. On the false accusation of ties with 
Japanese intelligence, on the basis of a verdict rendered by the Soviet, not Mongolian, court, Botochi was shot, 
which was a gross violation of the sovereignty of the Mongolian People's Republic (MPR). At the same time, 
the USSR NKVD arrested 16 Ministers and their Deputies, 42 Generals and senior officers, 44 high-ranking 
officials of the state and economic apparatus. In order to expedite the examination of cases, emergency troikas 
were established under the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) of the MPR. The operations were led by Deputy 
People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR, Frinovsky.?? 

In March-July 1939, another prime minister of MPR, Amor Agdanbugyi and many senior officials of Mon- 
golia, a total of 29 people, were arrested. Those arrested were taken to the Soviet Union, where they were 
accused of espionage and anti-Soviet activities and were shot in July 1941. At a hearing before the Military 
Collegium of the USSR Supreme Court, Amor Agdanbugin said: 


It is not clear to me, if the Mongolian People's Republic is free, why I am being tried by a Soviet 
court. Iam a citizen of the Mongolian People's Republic and should be judged by a Mongolian court, 
not a Soviet court... There were no counterrevolutionary formations in the MPR... Those who were 
arrested on the basis of my coerced testimony, I do not in any way regard them as counterrevolu- 
tionaries. They were arrested innocently. At the preliminary investigation, under the influence of 
severe violence, a number of Mongols gave false testimony, both about themselves and about others, 


but they are completely innocent (Архив КГБ, арх[ивное] след[ственное] дело No. P-4703, т. 1). 


At the present time, cases against former government, Party figures, military and other senior officials of 


the Mongolian People's Republic have been reviewed and terminated for lack of corpus delicti. 


2.3.4 Repressions against Soviet servicemen in Finnish captivity 


The mass unreasonable repressions against the command staff of the Red Army had very negative influence 


upon the military operations of our troops during the war with Finland in 1939-1940. 


By the beginning of the war with Finland, the Command staff of the Leningrad Military District (“JIBO”) — the 
Commander-in-Chief, his deputies, chiefs of staffs and departments, responsible staff officers, commanders 
and staff officers of corps, divisions and regiments were repressed or transferred. The official and unofficial 
intelligence apparatus was eliminated. Communications with foreign agents were discontinued. 

In 1937, based on falsified materials, Colonel Grodis, member of the Party since 1919, head of the In- 
telligence Department of the Leningrad Military District, was arrested as a member of anti-Soviet military 
conspiracy and was sentenced to death, later replaced by 15 years in a correctional labor camp. By means of 
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physical coercion they obtained evidence from Grodis that he allegedly provided misinformation about the 
Mannerheim Line defenses and strategic rear facilities of Finland in the interests of the conspirators. In this 
connection, all the materials about Finland collected by the reconnaissance department of the Leningrad Mil- 
itary District were declared unreliable. 

As indicated in their explanations to the PCC under the Central Committee of the CPSU in 1961-1962, the 
former head of intelligence of the Soviet-Finnish front, member of the CPSU since 1919, Absalyamov; head of 
the intelligence department of the Red Army, member of the Party since 1917, Kolosov; and other persons who 
at that time held responsible positions in the army, at the beginning of the hostilities with Finland our troops 
did not have the necessary reconnaissance information about the enemy's defense line. For a long time, they 
unsuccessfully "attacked head-on" and tried to break through the concrete defenses of the Finns and suffered 


heavy losses in personnel. 


Only a few weeks after the beginning of the war, the Red Army command turned to the denigrated materi- 
als of the reconnaissance department of the Leningrad Military District. These materials contained detailed 
information about the defense of the enemy, maps of the Mannerheim line with the markings of engineering 
constructions and firing points, a photo album of the most important rear objects with the specification of their 
coordinates for the aviation, plan of mobilization and formation of military units of Finland. 

At that time, the inspection carried out by the high command confirmed the correctness and accuracy of the 
information about the enemy contained in the materials of the reconnaissance department of the Leningrad 
Military District, and they, according to Absaljamov, formed the basis of the successfully implemented opera- 
tion for breaking through the Mannerheim line. 

For these and some other serious reasons, the Soviet troops had considerable losses in killed and wounded 
during the war with Finland. By the end of the war, more than five thousand Soviet soldiers were taken pris- 


oner in Finland. 


All of the Red Army members who were taken prisoner by the Finns were subjected to unjustified repressions 
after their return to homeland. 

Soon after the end of the war on April 19, 1940, Beria made a suggestion to Stalin that all Soviet servicemen 
who were taken prisoner of war from Finland should be guarded and escorted by a convoy to special camps in 
the Ivanovo oblast. Stalin agreed to this proposal. On the same day, this was formalized by the decision of the 
Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b). 

As can be seen from Beria's reports to Stalin, 5,468 people returned from Finnish captivity. Beria suggested 
that 450 prisoners who were wounded, sick or frostbitten should be released. Those who had materials about 
their criminal activity during captivity should be put on trial, but those who did not have sufficient materials 
should be put in a correctional labor camp for 5 to 8 years by the decision of the Special Board. 

The archive documents contain evidence that more than 400 former POWs were sentenced by courts, most 
of them to death, and that 4,800 POWs were sent to the Norilsk and Vorkuta correctional labor camps, on the 
orders of Beria, without waiting for the Special Board's decision (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 46 “Финляндия;” Архив 
КГБ, d. 13, д. 64/70a, л. 117-119). 

By now, most of the cases against former Soviet servicemen who were in Finnish captivity have been re- 


viewed and terminated. 
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2.3.5 Continuation of the perverse practice of list-based convictions 


In the pre-war years, the practice of condemnation according to the lists which existed before the resolution of 
the SNK of the USSR and the CC of the AUCP(b) (of November 17, 1938) was resumed. However, in contrast 
to the former order, when the lists were simply approved by Stalin, Molotov and others, during this period of 


time, the approval of the lists was formalized by a decision of the Politburo. 


Three cover letters of the lists submitted to Stalin, signed by Beria and Vyshinsky, were found in the archives 
of the CC of the Communist Party and the KGB - dated February 14, 1939, April 8, 1939, and January 16, 
1940. However, of the submitted lists, only two were found in the archives, which came with a letter on Jan- 
uary 16, 1940. Decisions of the Politburo were made on all the lists sent. Thus, on February 16, 1939, the 
Politburo approved a list of 469 persons “who were members of the leading staff of the counterrevolutionary 
Right-Trotskyist conspiratorial and espionage organizations" (“входивших в руководящий состав контрреволю- 
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ционной право-троцкистской заговорщической и шпионской организаций”) and it was proposed to try them “by 
application of the law of December 1, 1934;" On April 8 of the same year, a list of 931 "active participants in 
counterrevolutionary Right-Trotskyist and conspiratorial and espionage organizations" (“активных участников 
контрреволюционных право-троцкистской, заговорщической и шпионской организаций) was approved, of whom 
198 were to be shot and the rest was to be sentenced to "imprisonment in a camp for not less than 15 years 
each." On January 17, 1940, a list of 457 persons in the same category of those arrested was approved, of whom 
346 were to be shot and the rest to be sent to a camp for 15 years. 

Examination of the two lists found in the archives of the Politburo showed that they included the oldest 
members of the Party, participants in the Civil War, prominent military commanders and well-known workers 
of science and culture. The lists include the following individuals: 

Aleksa-Angaretis Z. I., Party member since 1906, representative of the Lithuanian Communist Party in the 
ECCI; Eiche К. I., Party member since 1905, USSR People’s Commissar of Land; Trilisser М. A., Party mem- 
ber since 1901, member of the Presidium and Secretary of the ECCI; Itriev V. M., Party member since 1903, 
personal pensioner; Belenkiy Z. M., Party member since 1905, Deputy Chairman of the People's Control Com- 
mission under the SNK of the USSR; Tikhonov N. T., Party member since 1912, head of the Mossovet Cultural 
Administration; Dushenov K. I., Party member since 1919, commander of the Northern Fleet; Bogomolov N. 
A., Party member since 1918, former USSR trade representative to England; Koltsov M. E., Party member since 
1918, journalist and member of the editorial board of "Pravda;" Meyerhold V. E., Party member since 1918, 
stage director; Eremin M. N., Kabanov F. G., Kotelnikov I. M., Melkumov A. A., Suprun K. H., Streltsov I. T., 
Chernykh A. S. - Party members since 1917. 

The above-named individuals, as well as many others on these lists, have now been rehabilitated (Архив 
ЦК КПСС, дело “Документы, поступившие из KTb;" архив КГБ, d. 13, д. 73/306; материалы проверки дела “Право- 
троцкистского блока,” т. 2, л. 157-162; материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 1). 

In addition, it is established that on April 30, 1941, the former People's Commissar of State Security of the 
USSR, Merkulov, submitted to Stalin a list of 513 persons with a proposal to execute 466 of them. This list and 
the decision on it have not been found in the CPSU CC Archives or in the KGB Archives at the USSR Council 


of Ministers (материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 12, л. 45, т. 29, л. 56). 


Destruction of Party and state cadres continued in 1939-1941. At that time, Deputy Chairmen of the SNK 
of the USSR Kosior S. V. and Chubar V. Y. were shot; members of the CC of the AUCP(b) Evdokimov E. G., 
Mirzoyan L. I., Postyshev P. P.; candidates for the CC of the AUCP(b) Smorodin P. I., Kulkov M. M., Pozern B. 
P., Ugarov A. I., and Egorov A. I. 
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Many of those convicted during these years were arrested back in the period of mass repressions, in 1937- 
1938. Although their accusations were groundless, following the decision of the SNK of the USSR and CPSU 
CC of November 17, 1938, they were not released from custody, but continued to be brutally tortured to make 
them confess to their alleged crimes. 

For example, Eiche R. I., a candidate member of the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b), former first sec- 
retary of the West Siberian Regional Party Committee and before his arrest a member of the Commissariat of 
Land of the USSR, a member of the AUCP(b) since 1905, arrested on libelous materials, in his statement of 
October 27, 1939, addressed to Stalin, wrote 


... The testimony in my case file denouncing me is not only preposterous but in a number of points 
contains slander against the CC of the AUCP(b) and SNK, because the correct decisions of the CC 
of the AUCP(b) and SNK taken not on my initiative and without my participation are represented 
as sabotage acts of a counterrevolutionary organization carried out on my suggestion... 

I now turn to the most shameful page of my life and to my really grave guilt before the Party 
and before you. It is about my confessions of counterrevolutionary activity... The matter was as 
follows: not withstanding the tortures which Ushakov and Nikolaev applied to me, especially the 
former, who deftly took advantage of the fact that my spinal columns were still badly healed after 
the fracture and caused me unbearable pain, forced me to slander myself and other people. 

Most of my testimony was prompted or dictated by Ushakov, and the rest I rewrote from memory 
the NKVD materials on Western Siberia, attributing all these facts given in the NKVD materials to 
myself. If something did not go well in the legend created by Ushakov and signed by me, I was 
forced to sign another version. So it was with Rukhimovich, who was at first put on the list of the 
reserve center, and then, without telling me anything, was crossed out; the same happened with 
the chairman of the reserve center, created allegedly by Bukharin in 1935. At first I signed myself 
in, but then I was asked to sign in Mezhlauk and many other things... 

..I beg and implore you to commission me to investigate my case further, and this not to be 
spared, but to expose the vile provocation which, like a snake, has entangled many people, in par- 
ticular because of my cowardice and criminal slander. I have never betrayed you and the Party. I 
know that I am dying because of the vile and despicable work of the enemies of the Party and people, 
who created a provocation against me (Архив КГБ, арх[ивно]-след[ственное] дело No. P-4516). 


Although the very content of the cited statement of a candidate for the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) 
required immediate discussion of it in the CC, this did not happen. Eiche’s statement, without any marks 
or instructions, was sent to Beria. On February 2, 1940, at a court session of the Military Collegium of the 
Supreme Court of the USSR, Eiche did not plead guilty and stated: 


„Ја all my alleged testimony there is not a single letter named by me, except for the signatures at 
the bottom of the protocols, which were signed involuntarily... Persons of the period of 1918 were 
named by me involuntarily, under pressure from the investigator, who from the very beginning of 
my arrest began to beat me. After this, I began to write all kinds of nonsense... 

I am awaiting my sentence, and the main thing for me is to tell the court, the Party and Stalin 
that I am not guilty. I have never been a participant in a conspiracy... 

I will die with the same faith in the correctness of the Party policy as I have had in it throughout 


my work (Там же). 


The military board sentenced Eiche to execution. However, even before the execution, he was subjected 
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to a brutal beating. Bashtakov, former head of the 1st Special Department of the USSR MVD, testified to this 


during an interrogation in January 1954: 


... and Commandant Blokhin went to Sukhanovsky prison in order to receive there a group of those 
convicted by the Military Board of the USSR Supreme Court for execution of their sentences. 

When I arrived at the prison, I was given Beria's order to report to his office in Sukhanovsky 
prison. 

I went to his office, where at that time there were, in addition to Beria, Rodos, Esaulov and 
the former secretary of one of the regional Party committees, Eiche, who had been sentenced to 
execution. 

Before my eyes, on the orders of Beria, Rodos and Esaulov used rubber sticks to beat Eiche, who 
fell down, but they beat him even when he was lying down, and then they raised him up, and Beria 
asked him one question: ‘Do you confess to being a spy?' Eiche answered him, ‘No, I do not confess.’ 
Then the beating of him by Rodos and Esaulov began again, and this nightmarish torture of a man 
condemned to be shot went on five times in my presence alone. 

Eiche's eye was knocked out and leaked during the beating. After the beating, when Beria was 
convinced that he could not get any confession of espionage from Eiche, he ordered him to be taken 


away to be shot (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 9, л. 109). 


In 1956, Eiche was posthumously rehabilitated.** 


The arrested Dushenov K. I., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1919, in February 1917 the secretary of the ship 
Committee of the legendary cruiser "Aurora," participant in the storming of the Winter Palace, before his arrest 
the commander of the Northern Naval Fleet, deputy of the USSR Supreme Soviet, on July 26, 1939 wrote from 
Murmansk prison a statement to Molotov in which he indicated: 


On May 23, 1938 I was arrested in Leningrad, and after 22 hours of brutal physical methods being 
applied to me, I was almost unconscious, as a result of internal hemorrhaging, and wrote under 
dictation of the investigation a false statement that I was a conspirator and saboteur. Five days 
after the same methods I signed a pre-written report, which listed more than 30 commanders as 
my alleged accomplices, who were arrested afterwards — without interrogating me. 

During the year, I three times refused to sign the false reports, but all three times I was subjected 
to physical pressure, and I again signed the lies. 

In May 1939 I was transferred to Moscow – Lefortovo, and on the anniversary of my incarcera- 
tion, I was again subjected to physical abuse, and I, remembering what was written in Leningrad, 
continued to give false testimony. 

In the end, I was beaten 5 times by 9 people. It seems too cruel to me. I understand that lying 
is a crime, but I have no more physical strength, and therefore I am forced to lie, as I am not a 
conspirator. I am not clinging to life, but I want to get at the truth. 

I am not an enemy of the people, not a conspirator, not a saboteur and not a terrorist. 

Iwasa worker, an old sailor on the Aurora, secretary of the ship's Committee in the October days, 
took the Winter Palace. Five of us brothers – 4 sailors – all volunteered at the Civil War fronts, 2 of 
us died for the Soviet regime. Now I have 2 sisters who are collective farm workers and one brother 
and sister who are Stakhanovite workers. The other power is death for all my relatives, and there 


are more than 30 of them, 2 sons are good Komsomol members. 
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I was never in any opposition — on the contrary, I actively fought against them. I have no penal- 
ties. I was satisfied with everything. 

Now І am in a terrible position. The investigation says I stipulated something, so they said they 
would beat me again, as if I had done it voluntarily or with malice. 

I ask you with all my heart if you could not make it so that I am no longer beaten. I dare not 
ask you to conduct the investigation again without physical methods of influence and to give me 
some opportunity to prove my innocence and loyalty to the Party, the Soviet authorities and the 
Government. This is very easy for me to do, and if I then lie about anything, I ask that I be shot, but 
not beaten. 

If you do not find it possible to interfere in this matter, I beg you to ensure that at least for this 
statement I will not be beaten. I am afraid that the investigation will consider it as a provocation. I 
wholeheartedly ask you to believe me that I have no malicious intent, I am just in a terrible position. 

I am currently in Murmansk, but I will soon be transferred to Lefortovo in Moscow. If you do 
not consider it possible to interfere in my case, I will not refuse anywhere else, as I have no more 


strength and will die quietly (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 25, л. 58-61). 


The NKVD of the USSR forwarded this statement of Dushenov to Molotov with a certificate stating that 
"physical measures were applied to Dushenov K. I." 

Molotov, having acquainted himself with Dushenov's statement and NKVD certificate, did not take any 
measures and returned these documents to Beria with the note: "Comr. Beria, V. Molotov" (Tam xe, л. 56-57). 

On February 3, 1940, Dushenov was sentenced to execution, although during the trial he categorically de- 
nied his guilt and claimed that the investigation was biased. In 1955, he was fully rehabilitated. 


In June 1939, Meyerhold (Reich) V. E., a member of the AUCP(b) since 1918, one of the greatest figures of 
the Soviet art, was arrested. NKVD organs charged him with belonging to Trotskyists, of connections with 
Bukharin and Rykov, and of espionage in favor of Japan. As a result of beatings and harassment by investigators 
Rodos and Voronin, Meyerhold initially pleaded guilty. At the end of the investigation and in court he declared 
that he had denounced himself under the influence of physical measures applied to him. On January 2 and 13, 


1940 Meyerhold made statements to Molotov. In the first statement he wrote: 


... When the investigators started up physical methods of their influence on me, the person under 
investigation, and joined to them also the so-called ‘psychic attack,’ both caused in me such a mon- 
strous fear that my nature was exposed to the very roots: my nerve tissues were very close to the 
skin, and my skin was tender and sensitive, like a child; my eyes were capable (in unbearable for me 
physical pain and moral pain) of shedding tears in torrents. Lying face down on the floor, I found 
myself wriggling and squirming and squealing like a dog being whipped by its master, the guard 
who was leading me once from such an interrogation asked me, ‘Do you have malaria?’ — such was 
the capacity of nervous trembling revealed by the body of mine... 

"Death (oh, of course!), death is easier than that! says the interrogator to himself. That's what 
I said to myself. And I started self-incriminations in the hope that they would lead me to the scaf- 
fold. And so it happened: the last page of the 'case' number 537, finished after the investigation, 
contained the horrible figures of the Criminal Code: 58, paragraphs 1a and 11. 

Vyacheslav Mikhailovich! You know my shortcomings (do you remember what you once said to 
me: ‘Are you all originalj?), and a person who knows another person's shortcomings knows him bet- 
ter than one who admires his virtues. Tell me: can you believe that I am a traitor to the Motherland 
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(enemy of the people), that I am a spy, that Iam a member of a Trotskyist right-wing organization, 
that Iam a counterrevolutionary, that I carried out Trotskyism in my art, that I (consciously) carried 
out hostile work in the theater to undermine the foundations of Soviet art? 

...Неге is my confession, brief as it must be in a second before death: I have never been a spy, 
I have never been a member of any Trotskyist organization (I together with the Party, curse the 
Judas Trotsky!), I have never engaged in counterrevolutionary activities, it is ridiculous to speak of 


Trotskyism in the arts... (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 25, л. 50-51). 


In the second statement, which was a continuation of the previous one, Meyerhold reported to Molotov on 


the ways to obtain "confessions" from him and wrote again about his innocence. 


...I was beaten here – a sick 65-year-old man: they put me on the floor face down and beat my heels 
and back with a rubber band; when I sat on a chair the same rubber band was beaten on my legs 
(from above with great force), in places from the knees to the tops of my feet. And on the following 
days, when these places on my legs were flooded with profuse internal hemorrhages, these red- 
blue-yellow bruises were again beaten with this tourniquet, and the pain was such that it felt like 
steep boiling water was poured over the sensitive places on my legs (I screamed and cried from the 
pain). I was beaten on my back with this rubber. They were hitting my face with hands from a 
height... 

.. Ihe investigator kept repeating, threatening: ‘If you don't write (i.e. compose!?), we'll beat 
you again, we'll leave your head and right arm intact and turn the rest into a piece of shapeless, 
bloody, mangled body.’ And I signed everything... 

Iretract my testimony, so beaten out of me, and I beg you, Head of the Government, to save me, 
to give me back my freedom. I love my Motherland and will give it all my strength in the last years 


of my life (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Молотова, т. 25, л. 54-55). 


Both statements Бу Meyerhold, on behalf of Molotov, without any specific instructions, were sent by his 
secretariat to the Prosecutor of the USSR. 

On February 1, 1940, the Military Collegium sentenced Meyerhold to execution. In 1955, the case against 
him was terminated for lack of corpus delicti.’ 


2.3.6 Repressions against defense industry workers, Party and Soviet organs and prominent military lead- 
ers of the Soviet Army 


In May-June 1941, that is, on the eve of the Great Patriotic War, were repressed some responsible employees of 
the defense industry and the PCD of the USSR. In particular, People's Commissar of Armaments Vannikov, his 
deputies Barsukov and Mirzakhanov, Vetoshkin, head of the cartridge department, a number of directors and 
chief engineers of armament factories, leading employees of armament of the Red Army - Savchenko, deputy 
chief of the Main Artillery Administration (GAU), Sacrier, deputy chief of Air Force armaments, Sklizkov, 
chief of GAU small arms department, Gerasimenko and others were arrested; military commanders - the head 
of the country's air defense system Stern, Colonel General Loktionov (who had been removed from his post 
as commander of the Baltic Military District shortly before the arrest), Assistant Chief of the General Staff 
Lieutenant General Smushkevich, Marshal of the Soviet Union Meretskov and many others. During the first 
days of the war were arrested Commander of the Air Force of the Red Army Rychagov, Chief of Staff of the 
Air Force Volodin, Chief of the Air Force of the 7th Army Proskurov, Chief of the Military Academy of the Air 
Force Arzhenukhin, Generals Kayukov and Yusupov; Deputy Chairman of the GAU Artillery Committee of the 
Red Army Zasosov and others. 
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In the absence of objective facts of criminal activity, the arrested were accused of membership in anti-Soviet 
organizations, sabotage and espionage in favor of Germany. From many of these arrested, the false testimony 
was received through the use of physical coercion, which served as a pretext for further arrests. However, 
some of those arrested soon recanted their testimonies, in connection with which the NKVD authorities re- 
leased Vannikov and other workers of the People's Commissariat of Arms and some military officers, including 
Meretskov, from custody. The rest of the arrested, despite the complete lack of evidence in the charges brought 


against them, were shot (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 9, л. 9-31, 102-104). 


After the decree of the SNK of the USSR and CC of AUCP(b) of November 17, 1938, the most flagrant violations 
of lawfulness continued in peripheral agencies as well. 

Thus, after the resolution had been issued, Commissar of Internal Affairs of the Crimean ASSR Yakushev 
backdated the protocols of the "troika" meetings according to which 822 arrested persons were executed from 
November 20 to 29,1938. The Public Prosecutor of the Republic Scherban and the Secretary of the Party Obkom 
Seit-Yagyaev signed these reports only on November 27, 1938 (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, T. 
10, л. 20-21). 

On the eve of the above-mentioned resolution, on November 12-15, 1938, the leadership of Kabardino- 
Balkarian ASSR was arrested: the First Secretary of Obkom Kalmykov, the Second Secretary of Obkom Zvontsov, 
the chairman of the Presidium of Supreme Soviet Kankulov, the chairman of SNK Cherkesov, deputy chairman 
of SNK Khagurov, Executive Commissar of the USSR Borovitsky, prosecutor of the republic Kulik. During the 
investigation, Kalmykov was so severely beaten that he lost his speech. Despite the obvious insolvency of the 
charges of anti-Soviet activities, Kalmykov was shot in February 1940 and the others were sentenced to long 
imprisonment in a correctional labor camp. At this time, they have all been rehabilitated (Материалы проверки 


о нарушениях законности, т. 9, л. 100-102). 


In June-July, 1939 the NKVD organs arrested Chimburov, the Secretary of CC of CP(b) of Uzbekistan on charges 
of membership in counterrevolutionary organization and sabotage, Pizhurin, the assistant of the First Secretary 
of CC of CP(b) of Uzbekistan and Raspopov, the former head of personnel department of NKVD of Uzbek SSR 
and former head of department of CC CP of Uzbekistan. In addition, Chimburov was accused of allegedly 
trying to paralyze the activities of the NKVD organs on the instructions of a counterrevolutionary organization. 
This accusation was based on the fact that Chimburov had reported to the CC of the AUCP(b) about illegal 
actions and groundless arrests made by the NKVD bodies of Uzbekistan. 

During the investigation, those arrested were forced to "confess" their guilt. From Pizhurin, for example, 
they testified that the counterrevolutionary organization included Yusupov, first secretary of the CC of the 
Uzbek Communist Party, Abdurahmanov, chairman of the SNK, Akhunbaev, chairman of the Presidium of 
the Supreme Soviet and some secretaries of oblast Party committees and 60 leaders of Uzbekistan. In 1940, 
Chimburov, Pizhurin and Raspopov renounced their testimony, but nevertheless, by the decision of the Special 
Board of July 22, 1942 they were imprisoned in a correctional labor camp for 8 years. In 1954-1956 they were 


all rehabilitated (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 9, л. 107-108). 


The decree of November 17, 1938 liquidated the non-judicial organs, except the Special Board, and stipulated 
that if the charges are proven, "all cases must be referred to the courts or to the Special Board under the NKVD 
of the USSR in exact accordance with the laws on jurisdiction." In spite of this, many cases which had been 
returned to the NKVD by the prosecutor's office and the courts for lack of evidence began to be referred to the 


Special Board. Later it became a common practice and cases were even referred to the Special Board on the 
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grounds that there were no sufficient grounds for bringing them to court. 

An example of the out-of-court punishment with the help of the Special Board is the case of Konstantin 
Konstantinovich Ordzhonikidze arrested on May 4, 1941 on charges of anti-Soviet activity. In the absence of 
evidence of his guilt, the Special Board sentenced him three times, each time for 5 years in prison, as a result 
he served 12 years in solitary confinement in strict secrecy (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 9, 
л. 104-105).? 


The reprisals against the innocent people were carried out not only through the judicial authorities and the 
Special Board, but also on the personal orders of Beria. 

In October 1941, at the direction of Beria, a list of 25 people was drawn up. It included the previously 
mentioned arrested top Red Army commanders Stern, Loktionov, Smushkevich, Savchenko, Rychagov, Sacrier, 
Zasosov, Volodin, Proskurov, Sklizkov, Arzhenukhin and Kayukov, the head of the experimental department of 
the Commissariat of Arms Sobornov, head of the Special Design Bureau of the Commissariat of Arms Taubin, 
Deputy Commissar of Trade of the USSR Rozov, Goloshchekin, chief arbitrator of the USSR, Party member 
since 1903; Bulatov, secretary of the Omsk oblast Party committee; Weinstein, deputy People's Commissar of 
the Fishing Industry of the USSR; Belakhov, director of the Institute of Cosmetics and Hygiene; Dunaevsky, 
writer; Kedrov, personal pensioner, Party member since 1902; Slezberg, head of the head office of the USSR 
People's Commissariat of Food Industry; and Savchenko's, Rychagov's and Rozov's wives. On October 18, 1941 
Beria gave a written order to the NKVD Semenikhin to execute all 25 people on that list, which was carried 
out in October-November that year.*' As Beria testified during the interrogation on July 31, 1953, this list was 
allegedly "reported to the instance" where permission was received for the execution of all the persons named 
in it (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 9, л. 5, 9-37, 98-100). At present, all these persons have 


been posthumously rehabilitated. 


One of the crimes of Stalin and Beria was the organization of secret murders and criminal experiments on 
people. 

For example, in July 1939 in the Caucasus, NKVD officers murdered Soviet Ambassador to China Bovkun- 
Luganets and his wife in a railroad car. To conceal the traces of this crime, a car crash was staged, a solemn 
funeral was organized and the Ambassador's death was reported in the press. In May 1940, NKVD workers 
kidnapped and shot without investigation and trial the wife of Marshal of the Soviet Union - Kulik-Simonich, 
whom later, in order to disguise the crime, the All-Union declared as "missing" and searched for her for 10 
years. In 1940, a secret assassination of the former People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs Livinov had been 
prepared. 

Since the end of 1938, NKVD of the USSR organized a toxicological laboratory for the study of the effects 
of poisons and narcotics on the human body. The poisons were tested on persons sentenced to execution. In 
the period from 1939 to mid-1941, about a hundred people were killed. 

As can be seen from the testimony of Beria and Merkulov, the aforementioned crimes were committed on 


the instructions of Stalin (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 9, л. 1-5). 


2.4 Reprisals against certain nationalities 


During the Great Patriotic War there was a forced mass deportation of some peoples from their native places 
to Kazakhstan, Central Asia, Siberia, the Urals and the Far East. In the post-war period, the same measures 


were taken against some nationalities inhabiting the regions of Crimea and the Caucasus. 
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The XXII Congress of the CPSU recognized that the mass deportation of entire peoples was not a necessity, but 
one of the manifestations of the personality cult alien to Marxism-Leninism and a gross violation of the basic 
principles of the national policy of the Communist Party. 

The inspection showed that the evictions were formalized by the decrees of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR. Thus, the Decree on Eviction of Karachais was issued on October 12, 1943;? on December 
27, 1943, on Eviction of Kalmyks;? on March 7, 1944, on Eviction of Chechens and Ingush;* on April 8, 1944, 


on Eviction of Balkars.* All materials on the eviction of the peoples were prepared by Beria and sent to Stalin. 


In the decrees, the necessity of eviction was motivated by the fact that during the German occupation many 
people of the named nationalities betrayed their homeland, collaborated with the Germans, served in the armed 
detachments formed by the Germans, and after the expulsion of the occupants, turned to illegal status, created 
armed gangs, began to attack Soviet citizens and collective farms and to hinder the restoration of the economy 
destroyed by the occupation. 

The available archival data indicate that the number of armed gangs in the territories of these national 
autonomies after the expulsion of the German invaders was significant, but by the time of the expulsion it had 
sharply decreased. 

In the reports of deputies of the People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, Serov and Kobulov, who studied 
the situation on the spot before the deportation, it is said that on August 28, 1943 in the Karachai Autonomous 
Oblast, the bodies of NKVD had accounted 788 bandits. According to data of department of struggle against 
banditism of NKVD of the USSR, in August of the same year there were 409 bandits (Материалы проверки o 
нарушениях законности, т. 15, л. 1). 

From the report of Kobulov, it is clear that in Chechen-Ingush territory on November 1, 1943, there were 
35 gangs with 246 members and 43 lone bandits, and on February 10, 1944, according to the NKVD of the 
Chechen-Ingush ASSR, there were 7 gangs, which included 21 bandits (Tam xe, л. 5). 

According to information of the NKVD and NKGB of the Kabardino-Balkarian ASSR, as of February 20, 
1944, that is, a month and a half before the expulsion, there were five gangs consisting of Balkars, the total 
number of 70 people (Tam xe, л. 8). 


Instead of organizing a decisive fight against the active bandit groups and mobilizing all available means for 
this purpose, mass repressions against entire peoples were carried out unjustifiably. 

According to instructions approved by Beria, all citizens of these nations, including all communists, deputies 
of Supreme Soviet, participants of the October Revolution, civil war, socialist construction, workers of science 
and art, participants of the Great Patriotic War, persons awarded by the government, were deported from their 
native lands. 

Despite the fact that the country was conducting a heavy war against German fascism, enormous human 
and material resources were unjustifiably wasted at this time on operations of eviction of peoples. 

For example, 6,690 operational workers, 19,552 soldiers and officers were sent and about 400 automobiles 
were allocated for deportation of Karachais. For the deportation of Kalmyks, Serov asked to allocate 7,735 op- 
erational workers, 29,000 soldiers and officers and two thousand cars. In a letter to Molotov dated December 
16, 1943, Beria asked to allocate 35 million rubles, 1,900 tons of gasoline and 1,000 sets of tires for the eviction 
of Kalmyks. The deportation of Chechens and Ingush involved 19,000 workers, about a hundred thousand 
troops, and their transport to Kazakhstan required about 19,000 wagons. To resettle the deported Chechens 
and Ingush in Kazakhstan, over two thousand cars, 57 thousand horse-drawn carts and over two thousand 


camels were mobilised (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 15, л. 1-8). 
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The eviction of peoples was sometimes accompanied by unjustifiable cruelty, shootings of the evictees and 
inhuman treatment of the sick, the children and the elderly. 

The instructions on the procedure of the deportation of the peoples listed above, developed in the central ap- 
paratus of the NKVD, gave the executors virtually unlimited powers and rights, including the use of weapons. 
Thus, for example, Serov, who led the eviction of Kalmyks in the instruction approved by him, proposed to 
announce that since the Kalmyks had helped the Germans, and were now harboring bandits, the government 
had decided to evict all Kalmyks, regardless of their behavior, and obliged the operatives: 


In all cases of the use of weapons in the case, it is necessary to act firmly and decisively without 
unnecessary fuss, noise and panic. The possibility of the Kalmyks refusing to obey the demands 
... for loading is not ruled out. In this case, we should act decisively, persistently, without fuss and 


panic (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 15, л. 2-4). 


How the eviction of peoples was organised and conducted can be seen in the case of the Chechen-Ingush 
ASSR. On the eve of the operation, a large number of troops were concentrated on the territory of the republic 
under the pretext of military exercises. On the eviction day, under various pretexts (holding rallies, performing 
military construction work and other), the adult male population was gathered in the streets and squares, 
surrounded by the troops and taken to public buildings. Meanwhile, groups of soldiers and officers drove the 
remaining inhabitants out into the streets and searched houses. Afterwards, everyone was taken by car to the 
railway stations, loaded into wagons and sent to the places of settlement. 

It was not uncommon for members of the same family to be placed in different trains and sent to different 
settlement sites. Even after three years, in June 1947 there were 10,970 dispersed families in the places of 
settlements in the Kazakh SSR (Архив Парткомиссии, д. No. 1/8916, т. 1, л. 52). 

The evictees were not allowed to take any belongings or even food with them on the road. Everything that 
remained in the houses was looted and damaged. The wagons were filled with people in excess of their norms. 
There were outbreaks of typhus along the way. 1,272 people died on the way, and 285 who were sick were 
taken off the trains. 

Many participants of the population displacement operations were given government awards. For example, 
according to the decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of March 8, 1944 Beria, who directly 
led the operation, as well as the heads of the sectors, former Deputy Commissars of Internal Affairs and State 
Security Serov, Kruglov, Kobulov and Apollonov, were awarded with the Suvorov first degree orders. In total, 
more than 700 people were awarded orders and medals for this operation. In 1962, the decree awarding Serov, 
Kruglov and Apollonov was cancelled (Архив Парткомиссии, д. No. 1/8916, т. 1, л. 139; материалы проверки о 
нарушениях законности, т. 15, л. 6). 

After the displacement operation in Chechen-Ingushetia, banditry increased sharply. Ш on February 10, 
1944, the bodies of the NKVD, as indicated above, registered only seven gangster groups with a total of 21 
people, then after the eviction, the Chechens and Ingush who had evaded it by taking refuge in the mountain 
forest areas of the Caucasus, began to unite in armed gangs and with the troops of NKVD, MVD had to conduct 
combat operations against them for five years, until 1949, resulting in numerous casualties among the soldiers 
and officers. In order to eliminate banditry, Muslim ministers of religion were used, with the help of which 
about two thousand people were removed from the mountains (Архив Парткомиссии, д. 1/8916, т. 2, л. 162-173). 

Based on the resolutions of the State Defense Committee of May 11 and June 2, 1944, the Crimean Tatars, 
Greeks, Armenians and Bulgarians have been evicted from the Crimea.** According to the decree of the State 
Defense Committee (GKO) of July 31 of the same year, Turks, Kurds and Hemshils were evicted from the 


Results of the investigation into the causes of repression and the A translation by S.B. 
circumstances of political processes in the 1930s 


Georgian frontier zone on the grounds that they were religious, many of them had served with the Whites in 
the past, were engaged in smuggling and had relatives abroad? (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, T. 
15, л. 9-10). In addition, more than 30 thousand Kabardins, Kumyks, Avars and representatives of some other 
nationalities whose eviction was not provided by the decrees and decisions of the State Defense Committee 
were removed from their native lands (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 15, л. 84). 

As a result of difficult living conditions, malnutrition, typhus and other diseases, there was a high mortality 
rate among the evictees. Many children were left without parents. Child neglect developed. Only in June 1944, 
there were 1,268 homeless children picked up in one month (Архив Парткомиссии, д. No. 1/8916, т. 1, л. 67-68). 


According to NKVD of the USSR, in 1943-1944, all the following people were evicted: 63,327 Karachais, 93,139 
Kalmyks, 496,460 Chechens and Ingush, 37,406 Balkars, 92,764 Turks, Kurds and Hemshils. However, over 
the years, the number of displaced persons has decreased. According to the records of the MVD, by January 
1949, the number of settlers was: 56,869 Karachais, 74,918 Kalmyks, 364,220 Chechens and Ingush, 31,648 
Balkars, 80,935 Turks, Kurds and Hemshils (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 41 “О выселении, ссылках и поселении”). 

At the same time, the following special settlers were registered with the MVD: 1,012,754 Germans, 185,603 
Tatars, Bulgarians and Armenians expelled from the Crimea (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. 41 “О выселении, ссылках и 
поселении”). 

In 1948, 1,638 special dispersed units operated in order to provide operative service for the resettlers; 
troops were assigned outposts, posts, barriers, detachments, special detective detachments, special regime set- 
tlements, etc. Under the decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of November 26, 1948, 
the penalty for desertion from a settlement was 20 years of hard labor.? Unaccompanied children of special 


resettlers were sent not to orphanages, but to NKVD labor colonies. 


Evictions of certain ethnic groups were also carried out after the Great Patriotic War. 

Thus, for example, in June 1949 and February 1950, Turkish citizens living in Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and the Black Sea coast of the RSFSR, stateless Turks, former Turkish citizens who were accepted into Soviet 
citizenship, were evicted; Greek nationals, former Greeks without citizenship, former Greek nationals who 
were accepted for Soviet citizenship, Iranians and Dashnaks. From Georgia, for example, 10,525 families — 
41,475 people – were evicted. The property per family was allowed to be taken with a total weight of not more 
than one ton. The remaining movable and immovable property – buildings, livestock and other things were 
sold off for a pittance. On this ground, various officials committed all sorts of abuses (Материалы проверки o 
нарушениях законности, T. 15, л. 21-59, 86-88). 

According to the resolution of November 16, 1951 of the CC of the AUCP(b) and the Council of Ministers of 
the USSR of November 29, 1951, adopted following a proposal of the CC CP(b) of Georgia, 6,300 more people 
were to be deported from the territory of the Georgian SSR - family members and close relatives of the “hos- 
tile elements." In fact, more than 11 thousand people were deported, and under the guise of family members 
and close relatives of the hostile elements were also deported people against whom the MVD and the Ministry 
of State Security (MGB) were collecting discrediting materials by vicious methods. One month after Stalin's 
death, this deportation was reversed. 


Eliminating the consequences of the personality cult, the CPSU CC and the USSR Council of Ministers im- 
plemented a number of measures to restore the grossly violated rights of certain peoples of our country. On 
November 24, 1956, the CPSU CC adopted a resolution "On Restoration of National Autonomy of the Kalmyk, 


Karachai, Balkar, Chechen and Ingush Peoples"? (“О восстановлении национальной автономии калмыцкого, Ka- 
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рачаевского, балкарского, чеченского и ингушского народов”). The Soviet Union had to take measures to return 


these peoples to their native lands and to organize their labor and everyday life. 


2.5 Repressions in the postwar period 


The study of archival materials showed that unjustified repressions continued in the post-war period. 


2.5.1 Repressions against military personnel 


During the Great Patriotic War and mainly after the war, serious violations of the law were committed against 
servicemen. When the war was still going on, soldiers of the Soviet Army who had broken out of encirclement, 
escaped captivity or were released by Soviet troops were, as a rule, sent for inspection to filtration camps cre- 
ated specially for this purpose, where they were held in conditions that differed little from those of correctional 
labor camps for convicted criminals. The period of stay in the filtration camps was not limited in any way. Af- 
ter the end of the war with Germany, all Soviet soldiers, even if there was no evidence to implicate them, were 
put into battalions and sent as punishment to work permanently in the coal and forestry industries in remote 
regions of the country. Many thousands of servicemen were convicted on the basis of groundless and falsified 


materials. 


Improper attitude toward the former Soviet prisoners of war was condemned by the decree of the CC of the 
CPSU and the Council of Ministers of the USSR of June 29, 1956 "On eliminating the consequences of gross 


violations of the law in relation to the former prisoners of war and members of their families"? 


(“Об устра- 
нении последствий грубых нарушений законности в отношении бывших военнопленных и членов их семей”). This 
resolution states that "during the Great Patriotic War and in the post-war period there were gross violations of 
Soviet legality in respect of the Soviet Army and Navy personnel taken prisoner of war or surrounded by the 
enemy... In violation of Soviet laws, a sweeping political distrust was shown towards former POWs, unjusti- 
fied repressions were widely used and their rights were illegally restricted... As a result of the application, in 
many cases, of illegal, provocative methods of investigation, a large number of servicemen, who had honestly 
fulfilled their military duty and were in no way dishonored by their captivity, were unreasonably repressed." 

In pursuance of this resolution, the Party agencies, prosecutor's office, courts and state security agencies did 
a great deal of work to correct injustices committed against former Soviet prisoners of war and to rehabilitate 


those unreasonably convicted. 


The archives of the KGB under the Council of Ministers of the USSR and the correspondence on them show 
the gross arbitrariness in the treatment of 35 generals of the Soviet Army. Of those generals, 21 were arrested 
during the war, 14 others were arrested in the postwar period. Most of the arrested generals were accused 
of anti-Soviet agitation and some of treason. Investigation of their cases was conducted with gross violations 
of the law. For example, Major General Romanov F. N., Chief of Staff of the 27th Army arrested in January 
1942 for "holding anti-Soviet talks," was not interrogated for 8 years, the period of investigation and custody 
was not prolonged from November 1942 to October 1951. Major General Turzhansky A. A., lecturer of the 
Soviet Army Air Force Academy, arrested in February 1942 for praising German military equipment and other 
"anti-Soviet statements," was kept in prison without prolongation of investigation and detention for more 
than 9 years and was interrogated with breaks of two or three years. Golushkevich V. S., Deputy Chief of 
Staff of the Western Front, was arrested in 1942 on charges of anti-Soviet agitation, was kept in prison without 
prolongation of investigation and detention for more than 8 years and was not interrogated for 7 years and 3 
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months. Lieutenant-General Laskin I. A., chief of staff of the North-Caucasian Front, was arrested in 1943 on 
suspicion of treason, since, being surrounded for one month, he was detained by the Germans, the period of his 
investigation and detention was not prolonged for 6 years, and his interrogations took place with breaks of two 
or three years. Air Marshal Vorozheikin G. A., Deputy Commander of the Soviet Army Air Forces, arrested in 
April 1948 on charges of slanderous statements about Soviet reality and about Stalin, was under investigation 
for 4 years (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 18, л. 8-45). 

Only on September 18, 1951, former Minister of State Security Ignatiev submitted to Beria, Molotov, Bul- 
ganin and Kaganovich a list of 12 generals from this group with a letter requesting authorization to send four 
cases to court and eight cases to the Special Board. On the copy of this letter there is the following note by 
Ignatyev: "The question was considered today (09.21.51) in PB. It is suggested that this document should be 
drawn up well (making a separate note for each) and the question should be submitted about December of this 
year. Ignatyev. 09.21.51." (Материалы проверки o нарушениях законности, т. 18, л. 1-7). 

On January 12, 1952, Ignatiev submitted to the Bureau of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers a list 
of all 35 generals (Tam xe, л. 8-35). After approval of this list, the generals listed there were sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment by the Military Collegium of the USSR Supreme Court between March and August 
1952. To date, all of them have been rehabilitated. Only the former head of the Astrakhan military garrison, 
Major-General Dorofeyev, is still charged with abuse of office. 

In addition to these 35 cases, in the archives of the KGB, a number of cases on the generals illegally held 
under arrest for a long time was found. Some of them died in prison. For example, Rear Admiral Samoilov, 
arrested in July 1941, died in prison on September 19, 1951, and from August 1942 to December 1948, he 
was not interrogated. The research workers of the Frunze Military Academy, Generals Dyakov, Sokolov and 
Glazkov, who were arrested in 1941-1942, died in the investigation prison, also having not been interrogated 
for years, while the prosecutor's office refused to extend their term of custody because there was no evidence 
that they were guilty. 


2.5.2 Repeated repression of persons who have served their sentences 


A gross violation of the law in the post-war period was the repeated repression of persons who had been tried 


for counterrevolutionary crimes and served their sentences. 


Abakumov, then Minister of State Security of the USSR, was the initiator of the repeated repressions against 
these persons. In July, 1947, Abakumov gave instructions to the state security organs to withdraw from their 
archives all materials and files on the former Trotskyists, Zinovievites, Rightists, Mensheviks and representa- 
tives of other parties and anti-Party groups which had ceased to exist many years before. It was proposed to 
take all these persons, regardless of what materials were available on them, into active agent development and 
the files on them were allowed to be handed over to the archive only after their death. These instructions from 
Abakumov came not from the interests of national security, but from his careerist aspirations. 

On July 17, 1947 Abakumov informed Stalin and Zhdanov about the measures taken. The information 
sent by Abakumov to Stalin deliberately distorted the actual situation and reported that those who had been 
convicted in the past and served their sentences for belonging to the opposition and various anti-Party move- 
ments, as well as persons who had links with them, continued to allegedly engage in anti-Soviet activity and 
even join together in separate underground groups. In his reports, Abakumov accused the former leadership of 
the MGB of curtailing its operational work and not fighting against this category of persons (Архив ЦК КПСС, 
д. “О троцкистах, правых и др.,” 1947-1949 гг.). 

As our acquaintance with the contents of the factual materials cited in Abakumov's information showed, 
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there was no basis for such assertions. The materials contained only data to the effect that some of the afore- 
mentioned persons, communicating among themselves, criticized some measures of the Party and government, 
and, in rare cases, these statements were anti-Soviet in character. The overwhelming majority of them, how- 


ever, behaved correctly and engaged in socially useful work. 


In spite of this, measures were developed for the reprisal of citizens who had been previously convicted on 
political charges and served their sentences, and new prisons and camps were established to house them. 

Thus, on January 27, 1948, Abakumov and Prof. Kruglov, the Minister of Internal Affairs of the USSR, 
with reference to Stalin's instructions, submitted to him a draft resolution of the CC of the AUCP(b) “On 
establishing strict regime camps and prisons for holding especially dangerous State criminals and on sending 
them for settlement to remote areas of the USSR after serving their sentence" (“Об организации лагерей и тюрем 
со строгим режимом для содержания особо опасных государственных преступников и о направлении их по отбытии 
наказания на поселение в отдаленные местности СССР”) (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, т. 17, л. 
1-5). 

This draft, with some additions, was adopted as а decree of the Council of Ministers of the USSR of February 
21, 1948 (number 416-159ss). It was signed by Stalin. The resolution proposed “to organize for the confinement 
of convicted spies, saboteurs, terrorists, Trotskyists, rightists, Mensheviks, social-revolutionaries, anarchists, 
nationalists, white emigrants and participants of other anti-Soviet organizations and groups, and persons rep- 
resenting a danger by their anti-Soviet connections and hostile activities: special camps for 100,000 persons 
in total... special prisons for 5,000 people..." The largest number of special camps (for 90,000 people) was 
created in the Kolyma and Norilsk districts and in the Komi ASSR. In addition, there were plans to build new 
special camps for 45,000 people in the north of the Irkutsk oblast. A strict regime was to be established in the 
special prisons and camps, it was forbidden to apply sentence reductions and other benefits to the prisoners, 
the prisoners were to be used mainly for hard physical work. 

Also referring to Stalin's instructions, on February 7, 1948, Abakumov and Krugloe submitted to him a draft 
decree on the transfer from the MVD to the USSR MGB of the ^work on administrative exiles and those deported 
for hostile activity and anti-Soviet connections" (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. “О выселении, ссылках и поселении”). 

On February 21, 1948, Stalin signed decree No. 418-161 of the USSR Council of Ministers "On Exile, Expul- 
sion and Special Settlement" (“О ссылке, высылке и спецпоселениях”), which was based on the draft presented 
by Abakumov and Kruglov. This decree, along with the instructions to transfer the work on administrative 
detainees and deportees to the MGB, provided for the creation of special districts in Kolyma, in the north of 
Krasnoyarsk territory, Novosibirsk oblast and in the Kazakh SSR, where all deportees and administrative de- 
tainees were to be concentrated, with a stricter regime for them. It was suggested to additionally allocate 600 
operative workers of MGB to organize agent work and supervision over the deportees and exiles only in the 
Krasnoyarsk territory, Novosibirsk oblast and Kazakh SSR and to create in Kolyma an independent department 
of MGB in the Far North. 


It is worth noting that the number of exiles, deportees and special settlers at the time reached two million 
people (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. “О выселении, ссылках и поселении,” письмо Абакумова и Круглова or 7.11.1948 г.). 
This gives an indication of the scale of repressions carried out in the country and of the planned measures for 
the new resettlement of the exiles and deportees in the areas assigned to them. 

On February 21, 1948, in conjunction with the adoption of the above-mentioned resolutions by the USSR 
Council of Ministers, the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet issued a decree "On dispatch of extremely 


dangerous State criminals who served their sentences into exile in settlements in remote areas of the USSR”*! 
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(“О направлении особо опасных государственных преступников IIO отбытии наказания в ссылку на поселение B отда- 
ленные местности СССР”). This decree and the USSR Council of Ministers decree of February 21, 1948 "On the 
organization of camps and prisons with a strict regime for the custody of especially dangerous state criminals 
[and on sending them to settlements in remote areas of the USSR after having served their sentences]" (“O6 
организации лагерей и тюрем co строгим режимом для содержания особо опасных государственных преступников [и 
о направлении их по отбытии наказания на поселение в отдаленные местности СССР]”) obliged the USSR МСВ to 
send into exile for in settlement all those released from prisons and camps after the end of the Patriotic War — 
spies, saboteurs, terrorists, Trotskyists, rightists, Mensheviks, Social Revolutionaries, anarchists, nationalists, 
white emigrants and members of other anti-Soviet organizations and groups, as well as persons "posing a dan- 
ger by their anti-Soviet connections and hostile activities." In addition, the decree obliged the USSR MVD to 
send the same categories of persons into exile under the supervision of the MGB bodies, as they were released 
after serving their sentences from special prisons and camps. 

On July 26, 1948, Abakumov and the former Prosecutor General of the USSR, Safonov, reporting to Stalin 
on the implementation of the above decrees of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, reported that places of 
exile had been prepared and that 45,048 persons from among those freed from prisons and camps after the 
war and subject to exile were identified and counted. 


Abakumov and Safonov appended to their report a draft directive on the procedure for repressing such persons 
and asked Stalin for his consent to send the directive to the sites (Архив ЦК КПСС, д. “О выселении, ссылках и 
поселении”). On October 26, 1948, this directive No. 66/241 was signed by Abakumov and Safonov and was 
sent to all MGB bodies and prosecutors. The Directive obliged to arrest the persons, who served their sentence, 
"to investigate in order to reveal anti-Soviet links and hostile activities after the release of the criminals from 
prisons and camps, sending the cases after the end of the investigation to the jurisdiction of the court. "If 
during the investigation such evidence is not obtained — was stated further in the directive – the case shall be 
sent to the Special Board under the MGB of the USSR in order to apply to the arrested in exile in accordance 
with the decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of February 21, 1948." It is noteworthy 
that the people who served their sentences were called criminals in the directive. 

The decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of November 17, 1951 laid down 20 years 
of hard labor for the unauthorized leaving the place of exile or settlement. 

In practice, implementation of the decree of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet of 21 February, 
1948, and of the Directive of the MGB and the USSR Prosecutor's Office of 26 October, 1948, consisted in a 
situation in which citizens who had already served their sentences, many of whom had earlier been unreason- 
ably convicted, were again arrested, usually accused of the previous charges, and then sent through the Special 
Board into perpetual exile. This practically had the character of a revenge and was contrary to the basic prin- 
ciples of socialist law. The repression in this way continued until 1953. Allin all, 52,468 people were sent into 
exile or settlement by decision of the Special Conference (Материалы проверки о нарушениях законности, T. 2, л. 
122; сообщение КГБ No. 537-c or 5.Ш. 1962 г.). 


On the instruction of the CPSU CC, the above mentioned directive of the USSR MGB and USSR Prosecutor's 


Office was cancelled on July 16, 1954.°? The persons in exile were released and taken off the books of the KGB 
and the MVD of the USSR. 
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2.5.3 Fabrication of cases on political charges. Fabrication of the "Leningrad Case" 


After World War II, in the aftermath of the Stalin personality cult, the country continued to experience gross 
violations of the rule of law, fabrication of cases on political charges and unjustified repressions. 


In those years, the prosecutorial supervision of investigations in the bodies of the MGB was practically liqui- 
dated and the courts treated such cases formally. This situation was cleverly used by careerists, adventurists 
and other dishonest elements in the state security bodies to artificially create cases of alleged anti-Soviet orga- 
nizations in various branches of industry and in Party and Soviet bodies. 

For example, in 1949, a large group of geologists was arrested by the MGB on false accusations of anti-Soviet 
activities. The arrests of those persons were preceded by the following circumstances. 

Over the years, from 1944 to 1949, Shestakova, former correspondent of Pravda in her numerous reports to 
the editors of "Pravda," Krasnoyarsk Oblast Party Committee and CC of AUCP(b), accused many employees of 
the Ministry of Geology and Academy of Sciences of USSR of concealing the allegedly rich deposits of minerals, 
non-ferrous and rare metals in the south of Krasnoyarsk oblast with malicious intent. In connection with this 
information and for the sake of its verification, the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) created a commission 
chaired by Beria on March 30, 1949. 

Beria began his activities in this commission with arrests. On March 31, 1949 were arrested Professor 
Grigoryev, Doctor of Geological and Mineralogical Sciences, corresponding member of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences; Professor Vologdin, Doctor of Geological and Mineralogical Sciences, corresponding member of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences; Bazhenov, Doctor of Geological and Mineralogical Sciences, head of the department 
ofthe Tomsk State University; Dominikovsky, candidate of geological-mineralogical sciences; Shamansky, head 
of the department of the Irkutsk Metallurgical Institute. 

All in all, 28 persons were arrested, including 4 academicians, 14 professors, doctors and honored workers 
of science, among them many awarded with orders of the Soviet Union for services in development of science 
and exploration of geological riches of the country. 

Investigation of these persons was carried out with gross violation of law, the arrested were subjected to 
beatings. The above-mentioned Shamansky died in prison during the investigation, the others were sentenced 
to long terms of imprisonment. In 1954-1956, they were all rehabilitated, some of them posthumously (Архив 
Парткомиссии, персональное дело Шестаковой, т. 3). 

The falsification of this case caused enormous material damage to the country. "Eliminating the sabotage" 
(“Искореняя вредительство”) of a group of geologists, the commission chaired by Beria devised measures to de- 
velop the allegedly unexplored deposits in the south of Krasnoyarsk Territory. To implement these measures, a 
special organization, Yeniseystroi, was created with extraordinary powers and operated as the Main Directorate 
of the USSR MVD. "Yeniseistroy" existed for 4 years, wasted huge funds on exploration work and construction 
of production facilities. Since there were no fossil deposits of industrial importance, this organization was 


liquidated in 1953 (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Шестаковой). 


The criminal practice of creating artificial accusations by Вейа and Abakumov is also evidenced by the falsified 
case on the accusation of the USSR Minister of the Navy Afanasyev. 

Having suspected without reason that Afanasyev was an English spy, Beria and Abakumov decided to “ex- 
pose" him by carrying out a provocative combination. To this end, on April 10, 1948, while Afanasyev was 
en route to the ministry, his car tires were intentionally damaged. Afanasyev decided to go to the ministry on 
foot, but was overtaken by a car in which there were MGB officers Shlyuger and Myakotnykh. They forced 
Afanasyev into the car, blindfolded him and took him to the MGB safe house. Schluger, who called himself the 
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American intelligence officer Thomas Murphy, stated that the Americans know about Afanasyev's belonging 
to British agents and offered to cooperate with American intelligence and to give him information about the 
Soviet Navy. Referring to the lack of information with him, Afanasyev agreed to meet with "Thomas Murphy" 
a few days later near the Crimean bridge. After that he was taken out of the house blindfolded and released. 
On the same day Afanasyev reported what had happened to Beria. However, provocations against Afanasyev 
continued and a few days later he was arrested. 

Employing physical abuse of Afanasyev, MGB agents forced him to sign a false confession that in 1933 he 
was allegedly recruited by British intelligence. According to the decision of the Special Conference of May 14, 
1949 Afanasyev was imprisoned in a correctional labor camp for 20 years. 

After Stalin's death and Beria's arrest, the provocation against Afanasyev was uncovered. In 1954, Afanasyev 


was rehabilitated and reinstated in the Party (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Афанасьева).53 


In 1947, Lieutenant Colonel Fedoseyev I. I., а member of the AUCP(b), a member of Stalin's guard, was arrested 
without prosecutorial approval and unreasonably sentenced to death in 1950. 

Serov I. [., then Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the USSR, drew up the case files for Fedoseyev’s arrest. 
At the same time, according to the order approved by Serov, Fedoseyev's wife, Grigorieva P. A., a member of the 
AUCP(b), was arrested. On these documents Serov wrote that their "arrest was sanctioned by a special order 
of the government." Contrary to the law on investigative jurisdiction, the investigation was not assigned to the 
MGB and military prosecutors, but directly to Serov. Serov conducted the investigation with gross violations 
of law. During the interrogation, Serov asked provocative questions to Fedoseev and Grigorieva, threatened 
Fedoseev with the severest punishment and promised to save his life if he gave the required evidence. Serov 
did not extend the term of the defendants' detention. Fedoseyev was severely beaten in prison; at the trial and 
before the execution of the accused, Fedoseyev stated that Serov himself had also beaten him. In the absence of 
evidence in the case Serov charged Fedoseev with divulging state secrets, anti-Soviet agitation and malfeasance 
in office and on July 14, 1948 informed Stalin about the end of the investigation, offering to send the case to 
the Special Board and determine Fedoseev punishment - 20 years of imprisonment with strict isolation. 

However, Fedoseyev's case was not considered in the Special Board, but was transferred to the USSR MGB, 
where Fedoseyev was repeatedly summoned by Abakumov and others, although the protocols of the interro- 
gations related to this time are not in the file. In March 1950, Fedoseyev was twice taken to the building of 
the CC of the AUCP(b) to Malenkov and questioned by him about the disclosure of top secret information. 
As Malenkov explained, he conducted these interrogations on Stalin's orders. On April 17, 1950, despite the 
fact that during the investigation and before Malenkov, Fedoseyev denied revealing secret information known 
to him, the investigative unit of the Soviet MGB charged him with espionage and the next day he was shot 
on verdict of the Military Collegium. In order to supervise the execution of the sentence, Malenkov sent Za- 
kharov, the responsible controller of the PCC under the CC of the AUCP(b), who was present at the execution 
of Fedoseyev and reported this to Malenkov. 

In 1956, the case against Fedoseyev and Grigorieva was discontinued for lack of evidence (Архив КГБ, 
арх[ивно]-след[ственное] дела No. P-24668, P-996; архив Парткомиссии, персональные дела Федосеева, Григорьевой, 
Захарова, Маленкова). 

There are other data on violations of socialist legality committed by Serov, but they require additional ver- 


ification. 


The most outrageous arbitrariness and gross violations of law in the post-war period were committed in the 


fabrication of the so-called "Leningrad case" and many other related cases. 
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On September 30, 1950, the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR convicted in the "Leningrad 
Case": Voznesensky N. A., Chairman of the USSR State Planning Committee, Deputy Chairman of the USSR 
Council of Ministers, a member of the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b); Kuznetsov A. A., Secretary of the 
CC of the AUCP(b); Rodionov M. I., candidate for the CC of the AUCP(b), Chairman of the RSFSR Council of 
Ministers; Popkov P. S., Candidate member of the AUCP(b), Secretary of the Leningrad Obkom and City Party 
Committee; Kapustin J. F., Second Secretary of the Leningrad Oblast Party Committee; Lazutin P. G., Chair- 
man of the Leningrad oblast Executive Committee – all subject to execution, and Turko I. M., Secretary of the 
Yaroslavl Obkom of the AUCP(b); Zakrzhevskaya T. B., Secretary of the Leningrad Regional Committee of the 
AUCP(b); Mikheev Е E., Manager of the Leningrad City Committee of the AUCP(b) - subject to long terms of 
imprisonment. 

Allthose convicted were found guilty of, having created an anti-Party group, since 1938 carrying out subver- 
sive and sabotage work directed at detaching the Leningrad Party organization from the Central Party Com- 
mittee and turning it into a support for the struggle against the Party and the CC of the AUCP(b), “as the 
Zinovievites did." 

As can be seen from the materials of the personal case against Malenkov, the emergence of the "Leningrad 
case" is associated with the scheming activities of Malenkov, who was actively assisted in this by the enemy of 
the people Beria, as well as by the adventurist Abakumov, who had infiltrated the leadership of the MGB, and 
his close entourage. Shkiryatov, who was then head of the PCC of the CC of the AUCP(b), played an unseemly 


role in making this case. 


How the "Leningrad case" was falsified can be seen from the following. 

In January 1949, Malenkov, as Secretary of the CC of the AUCP(b) and Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, unreasonably accused the leaders of the Leningrad oblast, with the assistance and aid of Kuznetsov, 
Voznesensky and Rodionov, of having illegally held a wholesale fair in Leningrad, circumventing the Party 
CC and the Council of Ministers. In fact, the fair was held in connection with the decree of the Council of 
Ministers of the USSR of November 20, 1948 "On measures to improve trade" (“О мероприятиях по улучшению 


торговли”), which stated: 


To oblige the Ministry of Trade of the USSR... Centrosoyuz... ministries and other departments... 
to organize in November-December 1948 the inter-oblast wholesale fairs, in which excessive goods 
must be sold and the industrial goods purchased at the fairs must be freely exported from one oblast 


to another (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 39, л. 31-32). 


Based on this decree, the Council of Ministers of the RSFSR, оп December 10 of that year, offered to the 
Ministry of Trade of the RSFSR to hold All-Russia wholesale fair in Leningrad from 10 to 20 January 1949 
(Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 39, л. 44). 

Despite the complete clarity of the question with the Leningrad fair, on February 16, 1949, the Politburo of 
the CC of the AUCP(b) adopted a resolution "On the anti-Party actions of the AUCP(b) member Kuznetsov A. 
A. and candidates for the CC of the AUCP(b), Rodionov M. I. and Popkov P. 5.” (“Об антипартийных действиях 
члена ЦК ВКП(б) т. Кузнецова А. А. и кандидатов в члены ЦК ВКП(б) тт. Родионова M. И. и Попкова П. C."), in 
which the Leningrad Fair was referred to as the "All-Union Fair," incorrectly stated that this event had led 
to the squandering of state commodity funds and to an unjustified expenditure of funds, made unfounded 
political charges against Kuznetsov, Rodionov and Popkov and compared their behavior to that of the 1925 


Zinovievite opposition. The resolution noted: 


The Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) considers that the anti-state actions noted above were a 
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consequence of the fact that Comrades Kuznetsov A. A, Rodionov and Popkov have an unhealthy, 
non-bolshevik bias, expressed in demagogical flirting with the Leningrad organization, in denigrat- 
ing the CC of the AUCP(b), which allegedly does not help the Leningrad organization, in attempting 
to present itself as special defenders of Leningrad interests, in attempting to create a middle ground 
between the AUCP(b) and the Leningrad organization and thus to distance the Leningrad organi- 
zation from the AUCP(b). 

In this connection it should be noted that Comrade Popkov, as first secretary of the Leningrad 
Obkom and City Committee of the AUCP(b), does not try to ensure communication between the 
Leningrad Party organization and the CC of the AUCP(b), does not inform the CC of the Party about 
the situation in Leningrad, and, instead of submitting questions and proposals directly to the CC 
of the AUCP(b), takes the road of circumventing the CC of the Party, of dubious backstage and 
sometimes even ruthless schemes, conducted through various self-appointed 'chiefs' of Leningrad 
like Comrades Kuznetsov, Rodionov and others. 

In this same light we have to consider the proposal from Comrade Voznesensky to 'patronize' 
Leningrad, which became known only now to the CC of the AUCP(b), and which was made by 
Comrade Popkov to Comrade Voznesensky N. A. in 1948, as well as the inappropriate behavior of 
Comrade Voznesensky. Popkov, when he tries to replace the connections of the Leningrad Party 
organization with the CC of the AUCP(b) with personal connections with the so-called ‘chief’ Com- 
rade Kuznetsov A. A. 

The Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) considers that such non-Party methods must be sup- 
pressed at the root, since they are an expression of anti-Party groupism, sow distrust in relations 
between the Leningrad Obkom and the CC of the AUCP(b) and are capable of leading to the sepa- 
ration of the Leningrad organization from the Party, from the CC of the AUCP(b). 

The CC of the AUCP(b) recalls that Zinoviev, when he tried to turn the Leningrad organiza- 
tion into a support for his anti-Leninist faction, resorted to the same anti-Party methods of flirting 
with the Leningrad organization, denigrating the CC of the AUCP(b), allegedly not caring about 
the needs of Leningrad, detaching the Leningrad organization from the CC of the AUCP(b) and op- 
posing the Leningrad organization to the Party and its CC (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело 


Маленкова, т. 38, л. 8-10). 


With this decree, Rodionov, Kuznetsov and Popkov were removed from their posts and reprimanded by the 
Party. 
As for Voznesensky, the decree also stated the following: 


To note that a member of the Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b), Comrade Voznesensky, although 
having rejected Comrade Popkov’s proposal to ‘patronize’ Leningrad by pointing out the impropri- 
ety of such a proposal, has nevertheless acted improperly in not reporting to the CC of the AUCP(b) 
on the anti-Party proposal for ‘patronization’ of Leningrad made to him by Comrade Popkov (Tam 
xe, л. 9-10). 


After the resolution by the CC's Politburo, Malenkov went to Leningrad, where, on the February 21 and 22, 
1949, at meetings of the bureau and the joint plenum of the oblast and city Party committees, acting with non- 
Party methods, he succeeded in getting Popkov and Kapustin, the second secretary of the Obkom, to admit in 
part the charges brought against them. On this basis, Malenkov led the decision of the plenum of the Obkom 
to condemn the activities of the head of the Leningrad Party organization and to release the secretaries of the 


Obkom, Kapustin and Kolobashkin from their jobs (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 38, л. 
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16-73; r. 6, л. 181-182, 249-251,264-266). 


In the same period of time, material was also selected to discredit Voznesensky in a biased manner. 

For this purpose, they used the report of the deputy chairman of the State Committee for Material Technical 
Supply (Gossnab) Pomaznev dated February 11, 1949, on underestimation by the State Planning Committee 
of the targets for industrial production for the first quarter of 1949. This note served as one of the reasons for 
the discussion of the question of the Voznesensky at a meeting of the Bureau of the Council of Ministers of the 
USSR, which was held on March 5, 1949, chaired by Beria. The resolution adopted at this meeting reads: 


...Comrade Voznesensky... does not lead the Gosplan in a satisfactory manner, does not show the 
necessary partisanship, especially for a member of the Politburo, in the management of the Gosplan 
and in defense of government directives on planning, improperly educates Gosplan workers, as a 
result of which non-Party morals were cultivated in the Gosplan, anti-state actions, facts of decep- 
tion of the government, criminal facts of adjusting the figures and, finally, the facts that indicate 
that the leading workers of the Gosplan are cheating the government... Relieve Comrade Voznesen- 
sky of his duties as chairman of the Gosplan (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, T. 
39, л. 198-199). 


At the same time, the MGB organs led by Beria and Abakumov sought grounds for arresting Kuznetsov, 
Rodionov and the former leaders of the Leningrad Party organization. For this they used materials from 1936 
concerning Kapustin's undignified behavior while on a business trip abroad. On the basis of these materials, 
on July 21, 1949, Abakumov sent to Stalin information that Kapustin was suspected of having contacts with the 
British intelligence, and on July 23 of the same year Kapustin was arrested (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное 
дело Маленкова, т. 43, л. 22). 

As a result of physical coercion measures applied to Kapustin, he on August 4, 1949 had signed a pro- 
tocol of interrogation in which he accused himself, as well as Kuznetsov, Popkov, Solovyov, Lazutin, Turko, 
Zakrzhevskaya and others, of criminal activity. As for the charge of espionage, it was never brought against 
Kapustin. True, he was interrogated about it on January 27, 1950, but no evidence was received from him, ex- 
cept information about his cohabitation with an Englishwoman and drinking during an overseas trip in 1936, 
and the investigation did not return to this charge (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 40, л. 
17). 

Thus, the knowingly untenable charge of espionage was one of the pretexts for arresting Kapustin and ob- 


taining from him false testimony against Kuznetsov, Popkov and others. 


Along with this, materials against Kuznetsov and others were also falsified by individual employees of the 
PCC, headed by Shkiryatov. On the basis of these materials, a political accusation was made against Kuznetsov 
that he allegedly imposed anti-Party morals alien to Bolshevism, surrounded himself with questionable and 
untrustworthy political persons and that he and a group of “his people" (Kapustin, Popkov, Zakrzhevskaya and 
others) tried to set the Leningrad Party organization against the Central Party Committee (Архив Парткомиссии, 
A. 1/7442, n. 167-176, 321-326). 

On August 13, 1949, Malenkov summoned Kuznetsov, Popkov, Rodionov and Lazutin to the CC of the 
AUCP(b) and they were all arrested without the prosecutor's sanction in his reception room (Архив Парткомис- 
сии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 7, л. 267, т. 9, л. 26-27). 

By order of Malenkov, the arrested Kuznetsov was held in a special prison under the РСС of the CC of the 
AUCP(b) from March to September 1950 (Tam же, т. 9, л. 124-130, т. 40, 1. 27). As Malenkov told the PCC under 
the CPSU CC in July 1958, this prison was established by him on Stalin's orders. 
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An inspection found that the former Minister of Internal Affairs of the USSR, Kruglov, in March 1950, ap- 
proved the temporary staffing, estimate and distribution of personnel for the special prison, and his deputy 


Serov in July 1951 approved the six-month estimate for the maintenance of this prison. 


Even before Kuznetsov's arrest, the PCC under the CC of the AUCP(b) tendentiously prepared accusatory 
material against Voznesensky. All this material was presented in an August 17, 1949 note by the Vice-Chairman 
of the PCC of the CC of the AUCP(b), Yagodkin, entitled “About the non-Party behavior of М. Voznesensky" (“О 
непартийном поведении Н. Вознесенского”). This note contained a number of unfounded political accusations 
against Voznesensky, including the charge of maintaining ties with the former Leningrad Party leadership 
(Архив Парткомиссии, д. 10/236, т. 2, л. 64-74). 

In July 1949, after Voznesensky was fired, Andreev, who was assigned to the USSR State Planning Commit- 
tee as an authorized representative of the CC of the AUCP(b) on personnel, reported to Malenkov that several 
secret documents relating to the period 1944-1949 had disappeared from the USSR State Planning Committee. 
At Malenkov's suggestion, Andreev forwarded similar information to Stalin. Despite the fact that the investi- 
gation did not establish Voznesensky's direct guilt in the loss of documents, on September 9, 1949, Shkiryatov 
submitted to Malenkov a draft decision of the PCC Bureau of the AUCP(b) proposing to expel Voznesensky 
from the CC of the AUCP(b) and to prosecute him for the loss of documents in the Gosplan of the USSR. Such 
a decision was adopted by the Politburo of the CC on September 11, 1949 (Архив Парткомиссии, д. 10/236, т. 2, 
л. 36-38a, 144-148). 

On October 27, 1949, Voznesensky was arrested by the MGB. 

During the investigation. the arrestees were subjected to physical coercion. Even the pregnant Zakrzhevskaya 
was brutally tortured, which resulted in the premature delivery of a stillborn child. Beria, Malenkov and Bul- 
ganin took part in the interrogation of the arrested, behaving insolently and soliciting confessions. They were 
aware that the arrested were being beaten. In particular, during the interrogation of Solovyov, Beria stated that 
he was not beaten enough, since he would not confess. 

In 1958 Bulganin admitted in the PCC of the CPSU CC that he knew Voznesensky, Kuznetsov, Popkov, 
Solovyov and some others well and understood that they were innocent and dying in vain, but was afraid to 
express his opinion (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 3, л. 84). 

Not being able to withstand the torture and torment, all those arrested signed falsified interrogation reports 
containing fictitious testimony and later confirmed this lie in court. The accusation of the convicted in "The 
Leningrad Case" of anti-Soviet activities was based only on their testimonies and was not confirmed by any 
objective evidence. The main records of interrogation of the accused were sent to Stalin, and he was aware of 


the entire investigation. 


On January 18, 1950 Abakumov sent to Stalin a list of 44 arrested in the "Leningrad case" and made a proposal 
“on the basis of past experience to convict a group of 9-10 main accused in a closed field session of the Military 
Collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR in Leningrad without participation of the parties, ie, prosecution 
and defense" (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 38, л. 146-159). 

On September 4, 1950, Abakumov and Chief Military Prosecutor Vavilov submitted to Stalin an indictment 
of 9 people and proposed that Voznesensky, Kuznetsov, Rodionov, Popkov, Kapustin and Lazutin be sentenced 
to execution without clemency with immediate execution of the sentence, and that Turko, Zakrzhevskaya and 
Mikheev be imprisoned (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, т. 38, л. 160). 

The Politburo of the CC of the AUCP(b) adopted these proposals on September 30, 1950, when the trial was 


nearing its end. 
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In the night from September 30 to October 1, 1950, the trial ended and the punishment for all defendants 
was determined in accordance with the proposal of Abakumov and Vavilov. Those sentenced to capital pun- 
ishment were shot an hour after the pronouncement of the sentence (Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело 
Маленкова, т. 40, л. 22-57). 

By decision of the Presidium of the CPSU CC of Мау 3, 1954, the materials, оп the basis of which Voz- 
nesensky, Kuznetsov and others were convicted, were declared false and falsified. All those convicted in the 


"Leningrad case” were rehabilitated.5* 


In connection with the "case" of Voznesensky, Kuznetsov and others, about 300 people were arrested and ac- 
cused of state and official crimes, including: 20 Secretaries of the CC of the Communist Party of the Union 
Republics, oblast and city committees of the Party; 36 Secretaries of district Party committees; 16 employees of 
the apparatuses of the CC of the AUCP(b), CC of the Communist Party of the Union Republics, oblast commit- 
tees, city committees and District Party committees; 4 responsible employees of the USSR Council of Ministers 
and Councils of Ministers of the Union Republics; 129 chairmen of executive committees of oblast, city and 
district councils of workers' deputies and their deputies; 2 Komsomol workers. Of these, 23 people were shot 
(Архив Парткомиссии, персональное дело Маленкова, T. 44, л. 2-5). 

Shkiryatov, reporting to Malenkov оп August 2, 1952 on the work done in connection with the "Leningrad 
case," reported that during the period from September 1949 to April 1, 1952, the Leningrad Obkom and the 
PCC of the CC of the AUCP(b) have excluded 287 people from the Party, 114 communists received Party penal- 
ties and 10 communists were transferred to candidates. In his note, Shkiryatov characterized these communists 
as "a kind of asset of the enemy leadership, which was used by them for anti-Party, hostile purposes" (Архив 


Парткомиссии, материалы о количестве исключенных из партии; общая пачка 19). 


In the postwar period, the famous cases of the "Anti-Fascist Jewish Committee" (“Антифашистского еврейского 


комитет”), the case against doctors and others were also falsified. 


2.6 Some statistics on the repressions 

The following statistics give some idea of the scale of repressions during the cult of personality: 
e [n 1934, 68,415% people were arrested; 
* in 1935, 104,716 people; 
* in 1936, 85,530 people; 


of 190,246 persons arrested between 1935-1936, 2,347 were shot; 


in 1937, 779,056 people; 
in 1938, 593,336 people. 


* Of 1,372,392 persons arrested between 1937-1938, 681,692 were shot. According to incomplete data, 
631,897 of these executions were carried out by decisions of non-judicial bodies. 


* Among the repressed, according to incomplete data, were members and candidates for the AUCP(b) – 
55,428 people in 1937, 61,457 people in 1938. 


* [n 1939, 33,924 people were arrested; 
* in 1940, 87,109 people. 


of 121,033 persons arrested between 1939-1940, 4,464 were shot. 
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* [n 1939-1940, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Bessarabia, as well as western regions of Ukraine and Be- 
larus became part of the USSR. The establishment of the Soviet power in these territories was connected 
with the repressions of the representatives of the propertied classes and other hostile anti-Soviet ele- 


ments. 


The large scale of repressions in 1937-1938 is evidenced by the following comparison: 


* [n 1941-1945, 690,843 people were arrested; 
* in 1946-1952, 385,720 people. 


e Of the 1,076,563 persons arrested in these 12 years, 59,653 were shot, while during 1937 and 1938 alone, 
1,372,392 persons were arrested and 681,692 were shot. 


The Cheka, the OGPU, the NKVD, the NKGB, the MGB, as organs of the dictatorship of the proletariat, were 
at all stages of the development of the socialist state a reliable weapon in the struggle against the numerous 
enemies of the Soviet people. Under capitalist conditions, one of the first and foremost tasks of these organs 
was to expose and uproot the enemy agents sent by capitalist intelligence agencies to the Soviet Union. 

However, Stalin, neglecting the interests of the Party and the state, took the state security bodies out of the 
control of the Party and the government, turned them into his main support and used them as an instrument 
for strengthening his personal power by means of destroying people undesirable to him, intimidating them 
and conducting mass terror in the country. 

Using the state security bodies for these purposes, Stalin at the same time dealt brutally with their cadres. 
According to incomplete data, from October 1936 to July 1938 alone, 7,298 NKVD workers were repressed 
(Архив ЦК КПСС, акт сдачи НКВД Ежовым, таблицы, л. 4). The vast majority of them were convicted on political 
charges and mainly for participation in the so-called “conspiracies in the NKVD organs," allegedly headed first 
by Yagoda and then by Yezhov. The arrested NKVD officers were also accused of espionage, terror and other 
grave crimes and they were made responsible for law violations and unjustified repressions, representing them 


as a result of the activities of "enemies of the people" who had infiltrated the NKVD organs. 


It has now been established that in reality there were no plots in the organs of state security, the versions about 
them were created artificially, and many of those convicted were honest and faithful Chekists and were wrongly 
repressed. At the same time, among the convicted NKVD workers there were also many who were themselves 
arbitrary, who abused power, who blatantly violated the law, and their actions were criminal. 

The mass and groundless repressions carried out during the period of Stalin's personality cult distracted 
the NKVD-MGB bodies from their main function of ensuring state security, and the so-called simplified inves- 
tigation procedures which were widely used at that time objectively impeded the revealing and disclosure of 


the real enemies of the Soviet state. 


By implementing the decisions of the XX and XXII Congresses of the CPSU that exposed the personality cult 
of Stalin, the Party under the guidance of the CC carried out extensive work on the elimination of its harmful 
effects in all fields of Party and state life. Important steps have been taken to further strengthen the socialist 
law and order, improving and perfecting the Soviet legislation. We abolished laws which were contrary to the 
USSR Constitution and the principles of socialist law; we eliminated the body of extra-judicial punishment – 
the Special Council; we abolished the practice of sending into permanent exile persons who had previously 
served a sentence for political crimes; we fully restored the prosecutorial supervision over legality; we purged 
the KGB, judicial and prosecutorial bodies of persons who did not inspire confidence, careerists, provocateurs; 
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all the activities of these bodies were placed under the strict control of the Party and their connection to the 
Soviet public was being expanded and strengthened. Many other important measures have been taken to 
strengthen the rule of law. 

Many thousands of Soviet citizens were released from prison already before the XX CPSU Congress, accord- 
ing to the instructions of the CC. From 1954 to 1961, the judicial bodies alone rehabilitated 721,538 persons, 
many of them posthumously. The revision of these cases was carried out according to complaints and appli- 
cations of the convicted persons, their relatives and other interested persons. The majority of the court cases 
initiated during the period of the cult of personality were not reconsidered due to the lack of complaints and 
petitions. 


The Party's measures to eliminate the consequences of the personality cult and to restore the Leninist principles 
of Party and state life provoked fierce resistance from Molotov, Kaganovich, Malenkov and Voroshilov, who, 
together with Stalin, were responsible for the lawlessness and arbitrariness. Fearing the exposure of the grave 
abuses of power committed by them personally, fearing responsibility for the grossest violations of socialist 
legality and expecting to hide the traces of their criminal actions, they conspired among themselves, formed 
an anti-Party group and embarked on a factional struggle to seize the leadership of the Party and change its 
policies. The June 1957 Plenum of the CPSU CC, having exposed and defeated the anti-Party group, noted in 
its resolution (this part of the text has not been published): 


Asis now established, Comrades Malenkov, Kaganovich and Molotov are personally responsible for 
the groundless mass repressions against Party, Soviet, economic, military and Komsomol cadres and 
for other phenomena of this kind that occurred in the past. They hoped, by seizing key positions in 
the Party and the state, to cover up the traces of their past criminal actions and to absolve themselves 
of responsibility for mistakes, perversions and grave violations of revolutionary legality during their 


past activities.?* 


The anti-Party activities of the factionalists Molotov, Kaganovich and Malenkov were severely condemned 
at the XXII Congress of the CPSU, after which they were expelled from the Party. 


2.7 Conclusions 


1. The cases of the so-called "Leningrad Terrorist Zinoviev Center," "Moscow Center of the Counterrevolu- 
tionary Zinoviev Organization," "United Trotskyist-Zinoviev Center," "Anti-Soviet Trotskyist (Parallel) 
Center" and "Anti-Soviet Right Trotskyist Bloc," on which the 1934-1938 trials were conducted, were 
falsified. 

These cases are to be discontinued with regard to all those convicted with the exception of Nikolaev and 
Yagoda and also Radek, the materials in respect of whom require additional verification. 


2. The repressions against Party and State cadres and honest Soviet citizens, especially the mass repressions 
in 1937-1938, were totally groundless and cannot be justified by any objective reasons. All these unjust 
and cruel repressions were the result of the arbitrariness and lawlessness born of the personality cult of 
Stalin. 


3. Stalin, concentrating in his hands unlimited power, put himself over the Party, its CC and the higher 
organs of state power, and, abusing his position, he committed outrageous arbitrariness, allowed flagrant 
lawlessness, grossly violated the elementary rules of law and socialist morals. These actions by Stalin 
caused great harm to the Communist Party, the Soviet people, the cause of socialist construction in the 
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USSR and the international communist movement. 

Through Stalin's fault, numerous Leninist Party cadres, courageous fighters against autocracy, active par- 
ticipants in the Great October Socialist Revolution, the Civil War and socialist construction, prominent 
figures of the fraternal Communist and workers’ parties, honest communists and non-Party workers per- 
ished. In matters of punitive policy, Stalin stood on positions alien to Marxism-Leninism. 

Stalin committed the gravest crime before the Communist Party, the Socialist state, the Soviet people and 


the world revolutionary movement. 


4. Along with Stalin, also Molotov, Kaganovich and Malenkov are responsible for the violation of law, the 
mass unjustified repression and the death of many thousands of innocent people. They actively supported 
Stalin's arbitrariness, abused power and personally committed grave crimes against the Party and the 
people.’ 


Chairman of the Commission N. Shvernik 


Commission members A. Shelepin, Z. Serdyuk, R. Rudenko, N. Mironov, V. Semichastny 
RGANI. Fund 6, Publication 13, Document 39a, Pages 4-199 (“Ф. 6. On. 13. Д. 39a. Л. 4-199.”). Certified copy. 


Typewritten. Excerpts from the Note (introduction, statistics and conclusions) are published: Source (sic). 
1995, No. 1, Pages 117-122. 
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